

Iraq sees triumph over ‘time-bomb’ dinars 

.BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq asserted Tuesday it had dealt a blow to its 
enemies, notably Gulf Arab states and rebellious Kurds, by scrapping tens 
of billions of foreign-made dinars. Iraq reopened its borders at midnight 
(3XX) GMT) Monday after dosing them for six days while it withdrew 
foreign-made 25-dinar notes from circulation. State-run Baghdad Radio 
said the operation to cancel the notes and replace them inside the country 
with Iraqi-printed notes had saved Iraq from economic sabotage. The 
operation “foiled the plot of our enemies who sought to exploit the 
sufferings of Iraq," it said, referring to the Gulf Arab states and to Iraqi 
Kurds who control the north of the country in defiance of Baghdad. Gulf 
Arab monarchies had stashed away 12 billion dinars for use as economic 
"time- bombs." it said, while the Kurds challenged Iraq's sovereignty over 
the north. But their jlinars were now worthless. Baghdad newspapers said 
the dinar operation ‘would also reduce the impact of U.N. sanctions 
imposed after the August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. "The embargo against 
j Iraq will fall apart thanks to the genius of its leader,” President KaAfarti 
{ Hussein, said the defence ministry paper A1 Qadissiya. Kurds seek U.N, 
help, page 2 
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World population growth at record pace 

WASHINGTON (AP)— World population is growing at the fastest pace 
ever and virtually all growth is in the Third World, according to a survey 
of national populations released Tuesday by a research group. Tbe annu al 
survey by the Washington- based Population Reference Bureau predicted 
world population will read! 5.5 billion by raid-1993, 40 per cent of it ip two 
countries, China and India. It said population is growing by 90 million, 
roughly tbe population of Mexico, each year. Carl Haub, one of the 
demographer? who made the study, said in a statement that work) 
population will grow to 8.5 bflHon by the year 2025, “only if birth rates 
continue to come down as expected. If they don't, growth will be even 
faster." The survey showed the United States with a growth rate of 0.8 per 
cent a year. Europe's population is virtually stagnant with a growth rate of 
0.2 per cent a year. Several former communist countries, including 
Hungary and Bulgaria, already show negative growth rates. States of the 
former USSR have been growing at 0.6 per cent. But there was a wide gap 
between Russia and Ukraine, where population is declining, and tbe 
Muslim republics of Central Asia, which are growing at more than two per 
cent. 
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Jordan recognises 

Eritrea 

independence 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Tuesday decided to recognise the 
independence of Eritrea which 
s .il be officially declared May 24. 
The decision, taken in a Cabinet 
session held under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, also provides 
for establishing ties with Eritrea. 

Utoum named 
NAF chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Tuesday approved appointing 
Mansour AJ Utoum as director 
general of the National Aid Fund 
(NAF). Mr. Utoum has been 
working as secretary of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. The Cabinet also 
approved tbe list of doctors who 
will accompany the Jordanian pil- 
grimage mission to Saudi Arabia. 
The list includes the name of 38 
doctors, pharmacists and nurses. 
U also approved raising the per- 
sonal increment for the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) and the 
Public Transport Corporation to 
JD 15. The Council of Ministers 
also approved granting the Arab 
Potash Company a concession to ■ 
look for limestone east of Qat- 
raneh over an area of 9,000 
dunums. Investment in the pro- 
ject is expected to be more than 
$200 million and to bring annual 
dividends of $40-50 million in 
hard currency. 


'Kuwait fires had 
no effect on climate’ 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Smoke from 
Kuwaiti oil wells set ablaze during 
the Gulf war had no effect on the 
{global climate, the United Na- 
tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP) said Tuesday. An up- 
dated scientific report on the en- 
vironmental effects of the Gulf 
war published by the agency said: 
"because of the low altitude, 
w- icb never exceeded 6,000 
metres, the smoke plume from 
the burning oil wells had no im- 
pact on the global climate." The 
report said air pollution by the 
burning oil was not severe enough 
to cause acute health problems on 
human beings, but possible long- 
term effects on health are still 
unknown. It said the concentra- 
tion of metals sudi * as nickel, 
chromium and lead from the fires 
was low, compared to atmospher- 
ic metal concentration in urban 
and industrial areas of Japan, 
Western Europe and the United ' 
States. 


Sudan denies 
harbouring 
expelled extremists 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Sudan denied on Tuesday reports 
in Egypt that hundreds of Muslim; 
extremists expelled from Pakistan 
have arrived in Khartoum. Over 
the weekend, Egyptian newspap- 
ers reported without attribution 
that around 230 Muslim extrem- 
ists expelled from Pakistan have 
been received in Khartoum. The 
Lbndon-based Lebanese news- 
paper A1 Hayat published the 
same report Tuesday, attributed 
to' a source in the Egyptian Fore- 
ign Ministry. "It is a lie." said 
Hussein Abdeen, a senior official 
of the Foreign Ministry in Khar- 
toum. “This has never happened. 
And we have no further com- 

'ment." 

■ 

Algerian blast 
suspect takes ill 

ALGIERS (AFP) — The alleged 
ringleader of a bombing that left 
nine dead at Algiers airport last 
year took ill again during ques- 
tioning Tuesday in the trial of 55 
defendants in the attack blamed 
-on Muslim fundamentalists. 
.Hodn Abderrahim, a former 
.senior aide of Abassi Madani who 
beads the banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), fell ill a half- 
hour into his second round of 
; questioning by a special Algiers 
court. At his first round Sunday, 
■he had to leave the courtroom 
.after a sudden bout of vomiting, 
after retracting a televised confes- 
sion he had made last October 
.and declaring himself “innocent" 
of any involvement in the August 
1992 blast at Algiers International 
Airport in whidi 123 were also 
injured. The court Tuesday car- 
ried on with Questioning of a sixth 
•defendant, Karim Fennouh. 


Bilaterals continue with 
token Palestinian team 

Response to Israeli proposal expected; 
Syria says security issues discussed 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A Palestinian delegation reduced 
in sizie in protest against Israel 
continued bilateral discussions 
with Israel Tuesday at the Middle 
East peace talks here amid posi- 
tive signs on the Syrian-Israeli 
track of negotiations. 

The Palestinian delegation was 
cut Monday from 12 members to 
three to protest Israel's failure to 
respect its commitments on hu- 
man rights in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Sources dose to the Palestinian 
delegation said the team would 
remain at three until the end of 
the current round Thursday, 
making it unlikely to achieve 
tangible progress. However, the 
other membeis of the delegation 
were expected to remain in 
Washington even if they did not 
attend the talks. 

On Monday, Israeli delegation 
chief Elyakim Rubinstein ex- 
pressed regret over the move and 
said the Palestinians had failed to 
live up their to “pledge" on parti- 
dpation in the peace talks. 

Despite the protests, Palesti-* 
nians indicated they would make 
a counter-proposal to Israel's 
autonomy plan for the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip that would be 
brought back from Tunis by 


negotiator Faisal Husseini. 

Mr. Husseini said in Tunis that 
the Palestinian proposals would 
be placed on the negotiating table 
later Tuesday or Wednesday. 

The proposals were a 
“framework" for an agreement 
on interim Palestinian self-rule 
prior to a final settlement, he told 
AFP, without giving details. It 
also “lays down the basis for the 
next stage, that of a Palestinian 
state." 

Israel has offered limited 
autonomy over a five-year period 
while the permanent status of the 
occupied territories is deter- 
mined, a proposal rejected by the 
Palestinian negotiators. 

Earlier, tbe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) said 
Palestinian negotiators would not 
present their conditions for 
Palestinian interim self-rule until 
Israel and the United States fulfil 
the promises made to bring them 
back to the talks. 

"Our draft is ready. But it will 
not be presented until the condi- 
tions for serious negotiations are 
met. These conditions are the 
commitments made earlier by 
Israel and by the U.S. administra- 
tion to the Palestinian side," said 
Jamil Hiial, director of the PLO 
Information Department.- 


Rabin wins 1- week 

reprieve for coalition 


TEL AVIV (/. 6 cndes) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
saved his coalition government 
from imminent collapse Tuesday 
when warring factions agreed a 
week-long truce. 

After a series of dramatic last- 
minute meetings in parliament. 
Interior Minister Ary eh Deri, an 
ultra-orthodox rabbi, and Educa- 
tion Minister Shulamit Aloni 
agreed to become ministers with- 
out portfolio for seven days. 

During that time Mr. Rabin, 
who takes over both education 
and interior posts, will endeavour 
to reconcile their differences. 

Mr. Deri, of the Shas religious 
party, tendered his resignation 
Sunday demanding that Mrs. 
AJoni, leader of the Meretz Par- 
ty, be shifted from education . 
following her outspoken com- 
ments on the Jewish religion. 

Mr. Rabin sealed the deal just 
minutes before Mr. Deri's res- 
ignation was due to be effective, 
leaving the coalition without a 
majority in parliament. 

Shas has six members in the 
120-seat Knesset (parliament). 


Meretz has 12 seats and the pre- 
mier's Labour Party 44, leaving 
the coalition five short of a 
• majority without Shas. 

Mr. Rabin, who warned that 
the breakup of the coalition 
threatened the peace talks, would 
rule with a minority coalition, said 
Shimon Sheves, director general 
of' tiie premier’s office. 

The Labour- led government is 
not likely to lose a vote of confi- 
dence in parliament as it enjoys 
the support of five Arab-Israeli 
and communist members. But 
Mr. Rabin refuses to bring them 
into a coalition. 

Mrs. Aloni said she and her 
party decided “to give the prime 
minister another week to con- 
tinue the negotiations." 

“After the cabinet meeting 
Deri withdrew his resignation let- 
ter,” Deputy Religious Affairs 
Minister Raphael Pinchasi of 
Shas said. 

The agreement between Mr. 
Deri and Mrs. Aloni was reached 
after a flurry of meetings and a 
standoff since Sunday when Mr. 
Deri handed in his resignation. 


tax seen sharply 
julf economies 


ABLI DHABI (AFP) — A prop- 
osed Western oil tax is expected 
to depress Gulf economies by 
‘more than 16 per cent over the 
next four decades after years of 
rapid growth, an official Gulf 
study said Tuesday. 

The study by the Doha-based 
Gulf Organisation for Industrial 
Consultancy (GOIC) is the latest 
in a series of reports about the 
impact of the proposed taxes and 
coincided with Tuesday's talks in 
Brussels between the foreign 
ministers of the European Corn- 
unity (EC) and the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). 

"There is no doubt such taxes, 
if implemented, will affect the 
interests of the GCC countries 
and their future generations,” it 
said. 

The taxes will cost the GCC 
16.7 per cent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP) between 1990 and 
2030 given their impact- on oil 
demand, it said. 

The GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Oman. Qatar, 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — already suf- 
fer from a decline in GDP as a 
result of lower oil prices, which 
slashed their revenues to around 
$70 billion in 1992 from more 
than $180 billion in Z9S1. 


Although oil was losing ground 
to other sectors given GCC 
attempts to diversify income 
sources, rhat decline was the 
main reason for the drop in the 
GDP to $180 billion in 1991 from 
$219 in 1981. 

GCC foreign ministers were to 
explain this to their EC counter- 
parts during their talks in Brus- 
sels. 

The EC tax, which it says is 
designed to contain the emission 
of carbon dioxide, will levy a 
further $10 on an imported barrel 
of oil by the year 2000 while that 
in the United States will add $3.5. 

“GCC states feel they are 
being stabbed in the back by such 
taxes as they have offered a lot of 
sacrifices to keep oil prices at 
reasonable levels to avert any 
harm to the world economy," a 
Gulf official told AFP. 

The Gulfs main oil producers 
in the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Gauntries (OPEC) — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
UAE — have long played a cru- 
cial role in countering pressure by 
such OPEC hawks as Iran, Libya 1 
and Algeria to push up prices. 
Saudi Arabia played the main 
part, opening its tap when prices 
go up and tightening it when they 
sharply go down- 


The PLO leadership which met 
at the weekend in Tunis, rejected 
the Israeli draft agreement on 
self-rule and drew up the counter- 
offer for the Israeli delegation. 

He said if the current round of 
talks ended without progress, the 
PLO leadership and members of 
the negotiating team would meet 
in Tunis to assess the situation. 

Mr. Hiial said that among the 
confidence building measures 
promised to the Palestinians was 
speeding of the return of about 
400 Palestinians expelled last De- 
cember to South Lebanon. 

Israel offered on Monday to 
allow 25 more of the deportees to 
return home, in addition to the 
101 already announced. 

“This is a drip-feed. The U.S. 
promises were talking about a 
sizeable number," Mr. Hiial said, 
dismissing the Israeli offer. 

He said the other human rights 
issues on which there had been 
promises either from Israel or the 
United States were: 

— Reuniting of Palestinian 
families in the occupied territor- 
ies; 

— Release of prisoners held in 
“administrative detention," with- 
out trial or charge; 

(Continued on page 10) 


Exiles reject 
new Israeli 
offer to allow 
25 to return 


MARJ AL-ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Some 400 Palesti- 
nian expellees stranded for 
almost five months in South 
Lebanon on Tuesday rejected an 
Israeli offer for 25 more of them 
to return, their spokesman said. 

“The Israeli proposal contains 
no new element and does not 
even deserve to be considered," 
said Abdul Aziz Rantisi, a lead- 
ing member of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas). 

He said the expellees insisted 
on returning iu a single group, as 
laid down by United Nations 
Resolution 799. 

The latest offer was part of an 
agreement to end ttie crisis 
reached between the United 
States and Israel on Feb. 1, said 
Mahmud Zahar, another Hamas 
leader at the ariles' 1 camp’ of Marj 
Al Zohour. > 

• The exiles had already rejected 
that deal under which 101 of the 
remaining 396 men from the 
'Israeli-occupied territories would 
return immediately and the rest 
by the end of the year. 

Israel originally expelled 415 
on Dec. 17 for up to two years for 
their alleged links to Hamas and;; 
Islamic Jihad. 

The decision to allow back 
another 25 was announced Mon- 
day in Washington by the spokes- 
man for the Israeli delegation to-' 
the Middle East peace talks, Yos- 
si Gal. 

Sheikh Abdullah Shami, an 
Islamic Jihad official at the camp 
between Israeli and Lebanese 
army lines, said the offer was a 
“slap in the face” for the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Palestinian nego- 
tiators who had returned to the 
talks with high hopes. 

But several were glued to their 
radios, hoping to bear the names 
of the 25 allowed to return. 

Bassam Jarar, another Muslim 
fundamentalist, said the expelled 
Palestinians were always ready to 
consider new Israeli proposals . 
but “the decision to repatriate 
only 25 more deportees is far 
from acceptable." 

Palestinian negotiators, also re- 
jected the offer. 

Dr. Rantisi ^dJhe.Palestinian 
delegation should withdraw from 
the talks immediately. 

“If we had in the past found 
excuses for the delegation to 
attend the talks, though there are 
no justifications, then today it has ' 
no excuses - . to stay at the nego- 
tiating' table." he told reporters.. 



Pressure 
for results 
at talks on 


Incoming and outgoing oil tankers dog the main the frontier early Tuesday (photo by Yousef Al 
Amman-Baghdad highway near tbe border cros- ’Allan) 
sing at TrebeO after Iraq lifted a six-day closure of 

Iraq opens border, resumes oil 
flow; but few Iraqis coming out 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Normal traffic 
resumed across the Jordanian- 
Iraqi border Tuesday after Iraq 
lifted a six-day closure of the 
frontier to reinforce the inval- 
idation of billions of dollars in 
pre-crisis Iraqi currency. 

Tankers carrying Iraqi oil 
started rolling as soon as the 
closure was lifted, but the 
number of Iraqis coming to 
Jordan appeared to have gone 
down dramatically as a result 
of a high travel tax. 

Several hundred Iraqis and 
dozens of Jordanians crossed 
into Iraq during the first few 
hours after the border point at 
Trebeil, 330 kilometres north- 
east of Amman, was opened at 
midnight Monday, officials 
said. 

“The initial rush in passen- 
ger traffic is over and we are 


now handling more of the 
trucks and tankers," an official 
said Tuesday afternoon. 

Tbe border closure was total 
since late Thursday. Even 
senior Iraqi diplomats were 
turned away from the border 
point, and army units sup- 
ported by members of the elite 
Republican Guards patrolled 
the 600-kilometre desert fron- 
tier during the closure to check 
currency smuggling. 

The ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council chaired by 
President Saddam Hussein de- 
creed tbe invalidation of 25- 
dinar banknotes printed before 
the Gulf crisis and had set a 
Monday deadline for the ex- 
change of the once-premium 
priced currency for new bills at 
state-run Al Rasheed and Al 
Rafidain banks within Iraqi 
government-controlled terri- 
tory (Kurdish rebels seek U.N. 
help, page 2). 


Tbe border closure pre- 
vented the bulk of tbe invali- 
dated currency held outside 
Iraq by speculators and Sad- 
dam opponents seeking the 
economic collapse of the coun- 
try from finding its way to Iraq 
ahead of the exchange dead- 
line of Monday noon. 

Iraq has accused the govern- 
ments of Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) of 
hoarding tbe old notes and 
encouraging speculators to do 
so in a bid to force Baghdad to 
print more notes without sup- 
porting gold reserves or 
monetary base. 

It also charged that Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Israel, and 
Iran were flooding tbe Iraqi 
market with forged notes. 

According to Iraqi diplomats 
and economic analysts, less 
than 10 per cent of the 25-dinar 

(Continued on page 10) 


Sudan says it will 6 mobilise ’ in 
Halaib ; Egypt says it wants no war 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudan 
said Tuesday it would mobilise to 
handle a border dispute with 
Egypt following an Egyptian ulti- 
matum for it to withdraw police 
from the remote Halaib triangle. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said he would not go to 
war over Halaib. 

An aide to Mr. Mubarak said 
be was speaking to Kuwaiti news- 
paper editors before flying to 
Bahrain on a Gulf tour. 

“I do not like bloodshed and 
will not go to war with Sudan," 
the aide quoted Mr. Mubarak as 
saying. "Our ties with Sudan are 
historic and the people of Sudan 
should never pay for the mistakes 
of any regime," he said. 

Mr. Mubarak, on a tour of 
Gulf Arab states, was speaking 
before Sudan announced it was 


taking mobilisation measures. 

Sudanese radio Tuesday 
quoted Ghazi Salaheddin, minis- 
ter of state of President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir's office, as 
saying the dispute with Egypt 
posed a threat to security. 

“He (Salaheddin) reviewed the 
latest developments in the Halaib 
issue and said Sudan would be 
taking mobilisation measures in 
this regard,” said the radio. It did 
not define the measures. 

Hie border dispute, dormant 
for decades, flared early last year. 
The two neighbours fell out over 
Egyptian charges that Sudan 
trained guerrillas to export Isla- 
mic revolution. 

Both sides claim sovereignty 
over the Halaib but for decades 
Egypt did not challenge govern- 
ment offices Sudan maintained 


there to administer the affairs of 
nomadic tribes 

Egypt has strengthened its 
security presence in the region 
and started to build schools and 
mosqnes designed to bolster 
Cairo's influence. It is not dear 
whether Sudan still has a govern- 
ment presence. 

Press reports in Khartoum said 
Tuesday that, the “operations 
room" of the People's Organisa- 
tion for Defending the Faith and 
the Nation had decided al its first 
meeting Monday to start reemit- 
ingvoluntaries to defend Halaib. 

The so-called operations room 
organising committee was also 
sending a memorandum of sup- 
port to junta leader Bashir with 
copies to the United Nations, the 
Arab League and the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity. 
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OSLO (Agencies) — Talks on 
the plight of millions' of Middle • 
East refugees opened in Norway 
Tuesday, with delegates under 
pres sur e to produce results at 
their third attempt. 

“If the delegation returns with 
nothing in hand, it will be difficult 
to return again," the coordinator 
for tbe Palestinians, told Reuters. 
The agency named the man only 
as Abu Ala. 

“ After 18 months, something 
has to be achieved," be said. 

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Joergen Holst opened the 
talks in Oslo, tbe third session of 
a working group designed to sup- 
port the main Middle East peace 
talks in Washington. 

“Families have been separated 
and violated by tbe conflict in the 
Middle East. You must find ways 
of reuniting them or reconnecting 
foe human bonds," Mr. Holst 
told the delegates before three 
days of scheduled dosed talks. 

Tbe multilateral working grcmp 
on refugees is one of five groups 
established by the United States 
and Russia in January 1992 to 
study aspects of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. The other indude arms 
control, economic development 
and tbe environment. 

The Oslo meeting “deals with 
one of tbe central issues of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and that is 
the refugee problem,” said Israeli 
delegate Johanan Bein. 

Israel boycotted the first round 
of the Group's talks in Ottawa in 
-May last year because -of the 
participation of Palestinian “ex* 
lies’ ’ from outside the occupied 
territories. 

The second round in Ottawa in 
November 1992 deleayed after 
Israel objected to the participa- 
tion of the head of the Palestinian 
delegation because he was a 
member of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC). 

But since a change of govern- 
ment in Israel, it has allowed the 
partidpation of Palestinians from 
outside the occupied territories 
provided they are not members of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation O), the PNC or from 
East Jerusalem. 

“We don't want to boycott the 
meeting, and we don't want to 
delay anything," Amos Ganor, 
coordinator of the Israeli delega- 
tion, told Renters. 

“We came here to make prog- 
ress and we are confident that 
other parties are here with the 
same approach," he said. 

“At the moment, the mood is 
not good,” said Mr. Abu Ala. He 
is not allowed to join the actual 
meeting due to his affiliation with 
the PLO but he advises tbe de- 
legation from his hotel room. 

The Palestinian delegation 
hoped tbe Oslo talks would touch 
on human rights, family reuni- 
fication, tbe right of return, and 
help solve the nearly 400 expefles 
stranded in South Lebanon for 
nearly five months. 

Israel says the problems of 
refugees would not be solved in 
this working group, which would 
focus instead on improving their 
quality of life. 



Jordanian left seeks to forge united front 


By Sausan Ghosheh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leftist parties 
stand little chance in gaining 
ground in the next parliamen- 
tary elections unless they form 
some sort of coalition after 
overcoming some of their dif- 
ferences, political analysts say. 

The Jordanian press has 
heard different stories on the. 
formation of the “Leftist Un- 
ion” by three political parties;' 
the Jordanian Socialist Demo- 
cratic Party (JSDP), tbe Jorda- 
nian Democratic People's Par- 
ty (JDPP), and the Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity 
Party (JDPUP). 

JDPUP Secretary-General 
Azmi Al Khawaja said: “There 
are leftist parties that are simi- 
lar in essence, beliefis, political 
breadlines and to a certain 
extent in their internal strac- 
ture...tbus, an open dialogue 


was initiated to unite their 
efforts.” 

Until now, however, Mr. 
Khawaja said, there is no final 
agreement on the creation of 
such a union. Dialogue is still 
ongoing between the three 
political parties and a joint 
committee was formed to draft 
the programmes and projects 
of the proposed union, he said. 

Other leftist parties were 
also asked to join the union, 
but there are several obstacles 
before this may be achieved. 
Mr. Khawaja stated. Talks, 
however, are still proceeding 
between the advocates of the 
union and other leftist parties. 

The main obstacle is the 
dissension plaguing the leftist 
parties, he said. 

There are six licensed leftist 
parties in Jordan, three of 
which have dissented from two 
older parties. The Jordanian 
Progressive Democratic Party, 


not part of the “Leftist Un- 
ion,” was founded by JDPP 
dissidents. The Freedom Par- 
ty, outside the “Leftist Un- 
ion,'* and the JSDP, an advo- 
cate of the union, are both 
splinter groups of tbe Jorda- 
nian Communist Party, which 
is outside the union. 

Another obstacle in a mer- 
ger of Jordan's left is the differ- 
ence of opinions these parties 
hold in regard to the Arab- 
Israeli peace process; some of 
them support the talks while 
others reject the process, Mr. 
Khawaja said. 

In addition, be said, those 
leftist parties which are not 
part of the dialogue to estab- 
lish a united front, fear that the 
creation of a leftist union will 
'limit the scope of alliances.” 
Mr. Khawaja explained that 
they fear the name of the union 
“may prevent Arab nationalist 
and democratic parties" from 


forming a coalition with the 
leftist parties. 

He stressed that the leftist 
union is “not going to be the 
last of the alliances,” and that 
the JDPP, the JDPUP and the 
JSDP all hope to build 
alliances with other democratic 
forces and to form a broad 
national coalition. 

The Leftist Union, is 
formed, will be headed by a 
joint leadership committee 
from the parties who decide to 
become part of it, Mr. Khawa- 
ja said. There will also be a 
joint council of central com- 
mittee members of the parties, 
and separate councils han dlin g 
affairs in the different regions 
of Jordan, he added. 

There is also-a plan to unite 
tiie women, youth and worker 
organisations that sprung from 
tiie different parties. Mr. Kha- 
waja said. But, the total amal- 
(Cootitmed on page 10) 
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Palestinian economy 
strangled by Israel 
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By Sami Aboudi 

Reuter 

RAMALLAH, Occupied West 
Bank — Israel’s six-week -old clo- 
sure of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip has brought the 
Palestinian economy to the verge 
to collapse, Palestinian econom- 
ists and businessmen said Tues- 
day. 

Factories and businesses with 
plummeting sales are laying off 
workers, fanners cut off from 
their markets are leaving crops to 
rot, and families whose breadwin- 
ners have lost jobs in Israel are 
eating into meager savings to 
survive. 

“People are using up the last of 
their savings. Large numbers of 
families are edging doser to- 
wards hunger.” Palestinian eco- 
nomist Samir Heleile said. 

Factory owners say sales have 
halved and many businesses face 
imminent closure. 

Israel sealed off the nearly two 
million Palestinians of the occu- 
pied territories in an ostensible 
.bid to curb Arab attacks on Jews 
inside Israel. 

The closure has not only rob- 
bed the occupied territories of 
their main export and jobs mar- 
ket — Israel. It has also dislo- 
cated commerce and transport 
. within occupied territories by sea- 
ling off the West Bank from Gaza 
and splitting the West Bank into 
two halves north and south of 
Jerusalem. 

Samir Abdullah, a leading eco- 
nomist and member of the 
Palestinian delegation to Middle 
Hast peace talks, said the output 
of goods and services had drop- 
ped by between 50 and 60 per 


cent. Economists estimate the 
occupied territories’ gross nation- 
al product is $3 billion a year. 

“The cumulative effect of the 
Israeli closure is going to be 
double the immediate impact.” 
Dr. Abdullah said. 

The Palestinian economy has 
already been weakened by a five- 
year revolt against Israeli rule 
and the loss of remittances from 
workers in the Gulf. 

A study published on Tuesday 
by the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme', said gross 
domestic product fell by 12 per 
cent a year for three years from 
1988 to 1990 and unemployment 
reached up to 40 per cent, with 
conditions worst in Gaza. 

Up to 100,000 Palestinians 
worked in Israel before the clo- 
sure. Israel has announced peri- 
mission for up to 35,000 to return 
but not all have taken up their 
permits. 

Since it occupied the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in the 1967 
Middle East war, Israel has ham- 
pered independent growth of the 
Palestinian economy. 

Some 300 Palestinian stone- 
cutting factories, once dependent 
on the booming Israeli construc- 
tion industry, have lost more than 
half of their revenues, factory j 
owners say. 

Sales at the Silvana company in 
the West Bank town of Ramal- . 
lah. one of the largest Palestinian . 
food processing plants, have fal- 
len 30 per cent, manager 
Garabed Mardirossian said. He 
has sent his 170 workers off on 
vacation to cope with the fall. 

"But unless the closure ends 
soon, we may be forced to start 
laying off workers,” he said. 


Mubarak links violence 
to Afghan veterans 


» KUWAIT (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said in re- 
marks published Tuesday Arabs 
who fought alongside Afghan 
Mujahedeen until the fall of the 
Soviet-backed regime two years 
ago were being used by Iran to 
stoke extremism in Egypt. 

Mr. Mubarak, on a two-day 
visit to Kuwait as part of a Gulf 
tour, made the remarks in a 
meeting with a committee of 
Egyptian expatriate community 
leaders. A1 Qabas newspaper 
■said. 

■ Mr. Mubarak added he would 
continue to fight what he called 
terrorism in Egypt. 

More than 120 people have 
been killed in the past year since 
Muslim militants launched a cam- 
paign of violence against foreign 
tourists, police and Christians to 
overthrow the government and 
set up a purist Islamic state. 

“The core of the problem 
started when the group released 
in the (former President Anwar) 
Sadat assassination case in 1981 
for lack of conviction went to. 
Afghanistan and started each get- 
.■ ting $ 1 .500 per month for alleged- 
ly being Mujahedeen. Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as saying. 

“After the end of the Afghan 
war those people were used by 
Iran for small sums (of money). 
Some outlaws and some weak- 
hearted people joined them." he 
said. 

“The problem grew bigger and 
started touching investment op- 
erations in Egypt and' started 
narrowing job opportunities after 
tourists were threatened." 

Egyptian sources this week said 
Mr. "Mubarak was bringing on his 
.Gulf tour what he sees as the first 
{concrete evidence of Iranian in- 
volvement in radical Muslim vio- 
lence in Egypt. 

• Egypt charges Iran with trying 
to export its 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion, destabilise Egypt and other 
Arab states by backing Muslim 
extremists there. 

■ It also savs Iran wants to ex- 


tend its influence to Egypt's 
southern neighbour Sudan, ruled 
since the mid-1980s by an Islamic 
militant junta. 

“Mubarak reiterated he would 
continue his stance regarding the 
resistance of terrorism in Egypt. 
He said he would not go easy (on 
terrorism) because the issue was 
related to the future of a nation 
threatened by a group who 
alleged they were ' adhering to 
their religion while their religion 
isJsnocent. of them,” A1 Qabas 
reported. 

In answer to questions by the 
committe, Mr. Mubarak was re- 
ported as saying: “If the lack of 
birth control in Egypt remains the 
way it is now. Egypt will become 
after 10 years like Somalia and 
Sudan.” 

Mr. Mubarak was quoted as 
adding that he was refusing 
Sudanese government requests 
that he expel Sudanese govern- 
ment opponents living in Egypt. 

“This regime is asking me to 
expel what they call the Sudanese 
opposition. We have five million 
Sudanese living in Egypt. It's 
impossible that tbey would be 
touched.” 

Tehran Times blasts Mubarak 

The semi-official Tehran Tunes 
newspaper on Tuesday blasted 
Mr. Mubarak for trying to revive 
a security pact with die Gulf Arab 
states. 

Egypt and Syria signed a secur- 
ity agreement with the ‘Gulf 
Arabs — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirate — follow- 
ing the Gulf war in 1991. The 
agreement, however, has never 
been implemented. 

“The two countries (Egypt and 
Syria) are far too removed from 
any direct interest in the security 
of the region." the English- 
language dally said in an edito- 
rial. 

“One suspects that they are 
only after the petrodollars... if 
they conclude a security pact with 
them.” 
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SEMBLANCE OF NORMALCY: Itafian soldiers of the U.N.- 
led peacekeeping force in the Somalia capital of Mogadishu stand 
guard on the city's “green fine” (AFP photo) 


Iraqi Kurds appeal to 
U.N. for urgent aid 
after dinar switch 


PARIS (AFP) — Iraqi Kurds 
have appealed to the United Na- 
tions for urgent aid to counter the 
dire economic fall-out of Bagh- 
dad’s withdrawal of foreign- 
printed dinar notes. 

Iraqi Kurdistan faces “econo- 
mic devastation” because of the 
operation to switch 25-dinar 
notes, they warned in a message 
to U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali received here Tuesday. 

Kurdish leader Massoud Bar- 
zani and Jalal Talabani called for 
the United Nations to use Iraqi 
assets frozen abroad to ease the 
economic crisis in northern Iraq, 
which is controlled by the Kurds 
in -defiance of Baghdad: * 

The humanitarian aid program- 
me for the Kurds would have; to 
be revived unless Baghdad was 
forced to exchange the foreign- 
printed 25-dinars used in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, they said. 

The two leaders also called for 
Kurdistan to be partially ex- 
empted from the U.N. trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq since 
its invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990, noting the Kurds were iso- 
lated from the rest of the country. 

Iraq boasted Tuesday it had'" 
dealt a blow to its enemies, not- 
ably Gulf Arab states and rebel 
Kurds, by scrapping tens of bil- 
lions of dinars held abroad and in 
Kurdistan. 

It reopened its borders late 
Monday after closing them for six 
days while it withdrew foreign- 
made 25-dinar notes from circula- 
tion and replaced them inside the 
country with Iraqi-printed notes. 

The operation “foiled the plot 
of our enemies who sought to 
exploit the sufferings of Iraq.” 
Baghdad Radio said, referring 
oiotably to the Gulf Arab states. 

lit charged that the dinars held 
outside Baghdad's control were 
to have been used as “time- 
bombs” to sabotage the Iraqi 
economy, while the Kurds were 
using foreign-printed notes to 
challenge Iraqi sovereignty over 
the north. 

The dinar operation has rocked 
the economy of Iraqi Kurds, as 
die closure of the borders also cut 
off the Kurds from the rest of the 
country. 

The operation was designed to 
end speculation over the value of 
the dinar and reassert state con- 


trol by canceling foreign-printed 
notes, known as Swiss dinars, 
held abroad. 

The dinar, which is worth S3.2 
at the official rate, now trades at 
below 50 dinars to the dollar on 
the black market following the 
withdrawal of the Swiss dinars 
and other moves to shore up the 
currency. 

The withdrawal operation has 
shaken both the economy of the 
self-proclaimed Iraqi Kurdistan 
— which won a measure of auton- 
omy after Iraq lost the 1991 Gulf 
war — and the confidence of its 
leaders. 

A solution to the monetary 
crisis “does not depend,on us- We 
don't have the legal power to' 
print onr own money,” lamented 
Ahmad Bamarni, a deputy in the 
■self-proclaimed Kurdish parlia- 
ment. 

"Kurds who had previously put 
their confidence m the “Swiss” 
[dinars — ■ valued at three to four 
times more than the local ones — 
ended up with worthless notes. 

Hundreds of men. most wear- 
ing the traditional baggy trousers, 
rushed to banks in Ebril. a city of 
almost one million, to fill out 
forms listing the number of 25- 
dinar notes tbey had as well as 
their serial numbers. 

The Kurdish “government,” 
which is not recognised interna- 
tionally, will then have an idea 
how much money is affected. It is 
not clear what steps the so-called 
government will then take. 

“That's the (biggest) challenge 
we are facing since the govern- 
ment was formed” last June, the 
Kurdish deputy interior minister, 
Ahmad Sherif AJi, told AFP. 

The Kurdish people are wor- 
ried, confused and hoping their 
self-styled government can find a 
solution to yet another economic 
problem. In the past two years 
Baghdad had also prevented 
many goods from reaching Kur- 
distan. 

“Our government must help 
us,” said Talaat Jamil, an unem- 
ployed man who was standing 
outside the branch of the 
Baghdad-run A1 Rafidain bank. 

With a plastic bag of “cursed” 
banknotes in hand, he said: “1 am 
sure the Iraqi government will do 
the same with the 10- and the 
five-dinar notes” which were, also 
printed abroad. 


Yemen’s top parties 
merge after election 


HUDDLE 


east hews ih brief 


SANAA (R) — The two parties 
that ruled North and South Ye- 
men until the country was 
reunited three years ago have 
agreed to merge into a single 
political party that would have an 
absolute majority in Yemen’s 
newly-elected parliament. 

A statement from the two par- 
ties said the accord was signed 
Monday by President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh, leader of the General 
People’s Congress (GFC), and 
Vice-President Ali Salem A1 
Baidh, who heads the formerly 
Marxist Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP). 

The conservative GPC, which 
ruled the former North Yemen, 
emerged as the largest single par-' 
ty from the April 27 election for 
united Yemen’s first parliament. 

Results from this first multi- 
party poll in Yemen have yet to 
be finalised because of com- 
plaints about irregularities in 
some constituencies and because 
some legislators elected as inde- 
pendents have joined one or 
other of the parties. 

But even if the contested seats 
and their independent followers 
are not counted, the two parties 
together could muster an abso- 
lute majority of least 164 seats of 
the 301 seats in the parliament, 
which is due to hold its first 
session Saturday. 

According to Monday's accord, 
the two parties will start their 
merger by forming a united par- 
liamentary bloc. 

The uneasy 50-50 coalition be- 
tween two parties with differing 
ideologies ■ worked reasonably 
smoothly after the 1990 merger, 
diplomats in Sanaa said. 

They agreed to cooperate dur- 
ing the elections in which the 
main challenge came from an 


Islamist coalition led by Hashed 
tribal leader Sheikh Abdullah 
Hussein Al Ahmar. 

Sheikh Ahmar’s pro-Saudi 
Yemeni Gathering for Reform 
(YGR) won at least 52 seats in 
the election and has been holding 
talks with President Saleh on a 
broad-based government to lead 
impoverished Yemen out of deep 
economic problems and regional 
isolation. 

The GPC and YSP agreed in 
their merger document that they 
would uphold multi-party demo- 
cracy and continue to lead the 
counby towards economic liber- 
alisation and uphold the princi- 
ples of justice, freedom and hu- 
man rights. 

[The', merger should, also help 
'.President Saleh’s efforts to merge 
the armed forces, which remain 
separate with the northern army 
controlled by the GPC and the 
southern army by the YSP. 

The two parties also agreed to 
propose amending the constitu- 
tion to provide for direct elec- 
tions of a future president and 
vice-president. 

Tbey also called for the crea- 
tion of an upper bouse to be 
called the Shura (consultative) 
council where the country's pro- 
vinces would be equally repre- 
sented, in contrast with parlia- 
ment where searts are allocated 
in relation to population. 

The Shura woud help redress 
the balance between the more 
populous north and the south 
which accounts for only about 2.5 
million of Yemen's 14 million 
people. 

The constitutional amend- 
ments are expected to be 
approved by parliament at its first 
meeting. 


Monts 

Major defies Iranian threats, sx 1 
holds meeting with Rushdie 


LONDON (AP) — Defying Ira- 
nian threats to damage trade. 
Prime Minister John Major Tues- 
day met Salman Rushdie, the 
author under death sentence for 
writing “The Satanic Verses." 

Mr. Major and Mr. Rushdie 
met for about 30 minuses the 
prime minister's officfc : at ($3^ 
House of Ccpmonsy accoxdu^td-V 
a 'spokeswoman forMr."Major^&" 
was the first such gesture rrf-s&jfo 
port from a British prime mmiSfigr™ 
since the late Ayatollah RnboUah 
Khomeini pronounced the “fat- 
wa” calling for Mr. Rushdie's 
death on Feb. 14, 1989. 

“This is foe most important day 
of the campaign against the fatwa 
so far,” a smiling Mr. Rushdie 
told reporters at an invitation- 
only news conference following 
his meeting with Mr. Major. 

Mr. Rushdie said it “will send 
a message around the world, both 
to onr allies and to foe govern- 
ment of Iran.” 

A spokeswoman in Major’s 
office, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said that foe prime 
minister had affirmed his govern- 
ment's full support for Mr. Rush- 
die's rights as a British citizen, ■ 
and expressed regret that Iran 
had not repudiated the fatwa. 

Mr. Rushdie said he was seek- 
ing a meeting with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton but that notfaag ■ bad 
been agreed. 

Mr. Major's move also posed a 
new threat to relations between 
Britain and Iran, increasingly 


strained since Feb. 4 when Fore- 
ign Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
met Indian-born Rushdie, a 
naturalised Britou. 

Iran was outraged then and 
accused Britain of doable stan- 
dards and spreading lies. 

Last month, Iran warned that 
trade wtfa Tehran 

and pd&Sbfy other Muslim- conn-' 
tries if Major feet Mr . HhsfcP 

foe, aiW ‘ reaffirmed the fatwu 

The meeting with Mr. Major 
culminated a change of policy by 
Britain during the past year after 
years of quiet diplomacy in the 
hope foe death sentence would 
gradually wither away. 

Some legislators in Mr. Majors 
governing Conservative Party 
had appealed to him not to meet 
Mr. Rushdie. 

Last month, Peter Temple- 
Morris, chairman of foe British- 
Iran parliamentary group, said he 
told Mr. Major “we were on a 
hiding to nothing and that he had 
been badly advised.” 

But Mr. Major replied that 
Britain had a “duty to defend 
fully the rights of a British citizen 


King Fahd sends letter to Yemeni president 

trs. 

told reporters on arrival n Sanaa rear ncyu ^ 

that deals with mutual relations. King Fahd and • „ emia . ]v 
this year exchanged letters on talks on a dispui . ^ ^ ^ 
oil-rich border region. The education «»*» 

i team to foe border negotiations. ■. null Arab 

follows Yemen's first multi-party elections o P*l “ ' ^ 

countries cut off aid to Yemen when it supported Iraq in vrnit 

waTover Kuwait, bu, relations have tree » 

! mrmtht The United States, which led tnc auicu 
1 defeated Iraq in the Gulf war, has said the Yemeni election could 
help improve strained ties between the two countries. 

Kuwaiti graft probe to demand documents — paper 

KUWAIT (R) — A parliamentary probe into charges of corruption 
£ ItoSS. 1 Efefcnce P M«nistry is to ask the minist^ for dooiments 

on all arms purchases made since foe G “ lf * 1 
reoorted Tuesday. “We decided to ask for the text or fetters 

exchanged between ministry officials while the 

after we received a briefing about the content of the fetters, the 
English language Arab limes quoted parlramcntanan Ahmad 
Baqer as saying. A five-member subcommittee headed hy Mr. 
Bauer was formed this month to probe allegations by ^ 
rians that a ministiy official made tens of million of dollaiN from 
concluded since the conflict that ended Iraq s seven-month 
occupation. “The committee, in its first meeting cm Monday, 
reviewed foe system of arms purchases adopted by the ministry and 
the funds paid,” Mr. Baqer was quoted as saying, nte sub- 
committee meeting included a discussion of the allegations with 
i retired Major General Ghazi Al Abdull Razzaq.a former armed 
-forces deputy chief of staff for supply. Defence Minister Sheikh Au 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah has denied repeated charges of 
corruption and mismanagement at the ministry and challenged 
parliamentarians to produce evidence. The sub-corn nnttee wiH 
report to a standing parliamentary fact-finding committee study 1 ng 
the government’s handling of the crisis with Iraq that preceded the 
1990 invasion. Deputy Mubarak Al Dawilah has said be has 
submitted documents “full of information” supporting the allcgfe 
: tions to the sub-committee. 

■ 

■ » 

Libya says Iran will help resolve dispute . 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran threw its support behind Libya and 
offered to help resolve its dispute with the west over the Lockerbie 
bombing, the Libyan foreign minister said here Monday. Omar AJ 
Montasser said his visit here was part of Liyba’s efforts to win the 
•support of non-aligned Asian countries for an easing of U.N. aif 
traffic sanctions imposed on Libya last year. The sanctions werf 
imposed after THpoli refused to hand over to the United States or 
Britain two suspects in the bombing of a Pan American airlinet 
over Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988, which killed 270 people. "W$ 
won the entire support of Iran which promised to do its best to help 
us Tsolve this problem,” Mr. Montasser said, ending a 36-hour 
visit. The Saudi-based Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) already asked the United Nations sanctions committee to 
allow a flight to cany Muslim pilgrims from Libya to the holy city 
•of Mecca , he said. There has been no response, he added. Mr q 
Montasser said recent statements by Libyan leader Coloneh 
MuammarQadhafi against Muslim fundamentalist movements were 
[ not raised during his folks here with Iranian President Ali Akbar 
\ Hashcmi Rafsanjani and other officials. The Libyan position “does 
, not represent a problem between the two countries;” he said. 


-•ni 


U.S., Saudi Arabia sign deal for F- 1 5 s 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — The United States and Saudi Arabia have 
signed a deal that will allow McDonnell Douglas Corp. To sell Tl 
F-15s fighter jets to the Royal Saudi Air Force, the company said 
. Monday . The aircraft maker said foe signing of a letter of offer ana 
acceptance allows it to proceed with production of the fighters, 
worth $9 billion. McDonnell Douglas won a S122 million contract 
from the U.S. air force last December to begin ordering parts for 
the fighters. Foimer President George, Bush approved the sale of 
the jets to Saudi Arabia in 1992. The deal averted the shutdown of 
the F-15 production line in St. Louis, saving 7,000 jobs in St. Louis 
and Tulsa and an estimated 33.000 other jobs with subcontractors 
across foe country. Deliveries of the aircraft will begin in late 1995 
and continue through 1998. 


Israeli spy chief falls foul of British football 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The head of Israel's military intelligence 
service has fallen foul of his weakness for the rough and tumble of 
British football. When General Uri Saguy visited London in 
November 1991 he ordered his man in foe capital to buy four 
tickets for a top-flight match at a cost of £72 pounds ($100). The 
military attache put it on his expenses for entertaining Gen: Saguy, 
a football fanatic. Accountants queried the unusual claim but Gen! 
Saguy refused to explain his secret mission. The state comptroller 
or Israel's ombudsman got involved and criticised foe general in an 
annual report published Tuesday. The match was not identified. 
“It's an exceptional case and we oppose such expenditure,” the 
army replied. ' 


tbe rights of a British citizen | iST86li OefiSOfS ‘soft’ On journalists — WStChdog 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's military censors fail to punish 
journalists severely enough, according to a report by foe state 

P® b,isheci on . T u fday. “The censors do their work 
taitJifuUy, out do not punish the press severely enough when thev 
violate censorship niles,’ state comptroller Miriam Ben Porat 
wrote in foe annual report. Complaints from foe censor's office to 1 

■ ™SL Wh,t ? to sensitive articles to the censor are 

worded so “moderately” they fail to achieve “sufficient deterr- 
ence to prevent scoops which can endanger state security." The 
army s chief censor defended himself by arguing that the efficiency 
of foe unit is shown by the small number of beaches daefeS 

EfJESL? T enal which M]s under his authority. The medS 
has to submit to the censors anything linked to “national security “ 

a term which embraces immigration from countries with which 

Israel is at war and energy imports as well as military questions 
Israeli newsoaom amn»or . * H uc *wons. 


threatened m tms way/' 

Iran says the death sentence is 
i r rev o cable and an Iranian charity 
has offered nearly $2 million fair 
Mr. Rushdie's death. 

Iran severed ties with Britain in 
Man* 1989 over the Rushdie 
affair. Diplomatic links were res- 
tored 18 months later, but only at 
charge d’affaires level. 


white 

.°'?u dela,ls - f’ alesti0 >an newspapers have to ataSt" 
everything to the censor daily, the censotin cloi newsn^Sf 

withdraw press accreditation and. exceptionally exM^fnS™ 
reporters. Two foreign journalists had their press rar* C 

withdrawn last November and two others were 

LdgS * that brael was P' oni ”* *° WH Hiabollah feeder fi 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tci: 7731 1 i- 19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Lc Vert chi Kancourou 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French Varieties 

19sJ0 News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20 JO Special Programme 

21:15 UEFA Cup Final 

22M News in English 

22:20 Second Half of Match 

23;0O The Gravy Train 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:08 Fajr 

05:36 (Sunrise} Duha 

!3fc32 Dhuhr 

16:12 K Asr 

I9£8 Maghreb 

20:55 isha 


CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nwarrth Chnrdi SweiCcfa, 
Tel. 81(1740 

Aniab&es of God Chnrdi, Tel. 
6E7S5. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church or the Annmefaltaa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Chnrdi Tel. 661757 
Terrasanda Chord) Tel: 622366 


Church oT the AoBaaditlaa Tel. 
623541. 

•AnaBcsn Chan* Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Anacdan CethoHc Chord] Tel. 
771331. 

Anaathn Orthodox Chord) Td. 

775261. 

Sc. Ep6rdm Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Interaalfoaal Chord) Td. 
652526. 

EvangEfical Litta rn Chord) Td: 
824328. 

The Chnrdi of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932. 
Chnrdi of the Nazarenc Td. 675691. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Bulktin supplied by ihe Department of 
Mczcorobgy. 

m 

The Kingdom will remain under the 
effect of unstable weather conditions. l _ 
Therefore it will be partly demdy, with 
scattered shower* falling at times, ami 
winds will be northwesterly moderate 
to fresh. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
doudy with a chance for scattered 
showers, and winds will be northerly 
fresh and seas wavy. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman II / 21 

Aqaba 18 /X 

Deserts 11 /25 

Jordan Valley 18/28 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 30. Humidity readings: 
Amman 37 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Sheikha 

Dr. Adnan Al Zvghoul 

»r. NkiaJ Al Dahlcfa 

>r. Bsszoi Karadsbch ■. 

•Iras pharmacy 

rcidows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

AlSalara pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmdsani pharmacy 

Nairoujh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


752405 

898140 

827195 

796200 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

644945 

637660 

623672 

847632 


Dr. Mohammad Al Zulsi ( — ) 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Misbah Al Hijjawi 




Kbalifch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Ccnlrc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Dcfcnoc Immcr&atc 

Rescue 630341 

Gvii Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 II 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubhc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Courplaius 605800 

Price Complainis 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

WatcT Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
EJcarie Power 


Company , nilllI 636381 

RJ Fligotlnfonnadon 08-53200 

Ouccn ASa Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amo 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 
Jabal Amman Maternity— 

Maihas.J. Amman ..... 

Palestine. Shmoisani 

Shmcisan] Hospital 

University Hospital ..... 

At-Muasbcr Hospital _.... 

The Islamic. Abdaii 

ATAhli. Abdaii 

Italian. At-Mubajrecn 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich .... 

Anny.fiMarka 

Ouccn Alia Hospital ... 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital - 

AlHifau Modem Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
....642362 
.... 636140 
_ 664171/4 
....669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


AQABA: 

rawest Haya Hospital ...... 

FORTHETYA 


....(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


7Tus information is supplied by Raysi 
Jordanian (RJ) infomatioa depart- 
ment at the Queen Afh lotcrnaoenal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where k 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


(09)986732 
.. (09)990990 


PrioeessBumi Hospital (02)275555 

Greet CMbOfc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nnfrr* 


"8288 Aden (RJ) 

0*45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18*8 Aqaba iRJ) 

18* Jeddah (RJ) 

18:10 Larnaar* 1 

K7i39 London 

17*58 -mm Frankfort 

I8s25 Istanbul 

1808 Mll New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Brewctou Paris (RJ) 

W0 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1&18 ... Toronto, Montreal (RJj 

1^40 ■.•■HHKK.MIMMi.i.Mil. RAH BC iRJ J 


Damascus (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 


Dubai (AZ) 

----.^Damascus ( P |) 

Paris, Damascus (AF) 

£2 ■ Beirut (ME] 

irS Unwen (LY) 

2t * 5 Vienna. Larnaca (OS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Aqnl»raJ) 

V RomctUj 

:!S k»doo- Berlin? Rj) 

JJ2 *■ Casablanca (RJ) 

J~J ■— Ams * cr dam. New York (Rj) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

22 “ S oton,bo (RJ) 

- Aqaba* Cairo f RJ) 

B ==^w® 

2S Bangkok (Rjj 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Othor Flight* (Terminal 2) 

•5i45 Beirut. I^ris(AF) 


m!u Rome (AZ) 

•j a==js;p 

52 - "j^Sh/soi' 

Karachi (PI) 


MARKET PRICES 

Price in Ok per kg. 

BaEnL” TO 700 ^ 

540/430 





JJfeunitere (large) 1 

Cucumbers (Korf) J** * .*} 

Egadwii ..... £5 1 180 

i m - 24iv ief» 


LcnSm 2W 1» 

M»now 525)'” /SO 

aSJiJS 

Pepper «O/330 

PoSre.r^ 200/ 15Q 

Tonuto 210/ 160 

Spinach .. *** 300 

250/3Q0 
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King receives call 
from Sudanei 
leader 



■'W27>? 

"iproy 


td«ho« call from 

■ Hassan AJ Bashir 

; Ring Hussein and Mr. Bashir 
; passed Jordanian-Sudanese re- 
> “toons and exchanged views on 
v,,u niney~ ,ot t : current Arab issues^ 
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; Human rights 
j commission 
: discusses draft law 

. AMMAN (Petra) — The Roval 
. ' Commission for the Centre for 
♦Freedom, Democracy and Hu- 
ma ? Rights Studies met Mondav 
i under its Gbainnan Najecb AJ 
Rashdan. The committee re- 
sumed discussion of the centre’s 
draft law, focusing on the centre’s 
pan-Arab role, Jordan’s demo- 
cratization process and the cen- 
tres* goals and objectives. 

■ 

irbid officials review 
water network plans 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Representa- 
tives of various government de- 
partments in Irbid govemorate 
Tuesday hejd a meeting at the 
govemorate house to discuss 
issues related to renewing the old 
water pipeline network in Irbid 
; city. The participants reviewed 

■ ways of carrying out the JD 10 
million project without causing 

I any barm to existing services and 

■ infrastructure, such as elec t! idly 
! and telephone networks, as well 
; as roads. At the conclusion of the 
; meeting, Irbid Governor Fayez 
I Al Abbadi decided to set up a 
1 follow-up committee which will 
; be headed by Deputy Governor 
; Hard Al Khayyat and will indude 
! representatives of government 
; departments and companies im- 
; plementing the project, which en- 

■ Jails renewing 650 kilometres 
' long of pipelines. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 


ON 


fiiJS** 


; The following listings are com-, 
t piled from monthly bulletins and 

■ the daily Arabic press. Readers 
! are advised to verify the listed 
; time and place with the con- 

■ denied institutions. 
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EUROPEAN FILM 


& Spanish Ghn entitled “La 
Casa De Bernards Alba" 
(The House of Bernards 
Alba) at 5 p.m. and French 
Ghn entitled “La Discrete** 
(The Discreet) at 8 p-.m. at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition of paintings by 
Adnan Al Sharif at Baladna 
Art Gallery. 


Rl iK l* 
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which indndes photos and 
pamffngc depicting develop- 
ment in Yemen, books on the 
history of Yemen, traditional 
costumes and handicrafts at 
Yarmouk University. 

☆ Exhibition of photos of His 
Mftfesty King Hussein and 
aspects of development in Jor- 
dan ™«*?r his leadership al 
Yannonk University. 

* dose-op photograph exhibi- 
tion entitled “Intimate Petra** 
- by Paula Williams- Brown and 
! original embossed, hand- 
. pafaifad prints by Rima Farah 
at The Gallery, Inter. Con- 
tinental Hotel. 

; ☆ Art exhflrition entitled “The 
Legend of Petra IT* by artist 
!_ Suha Shuman at the National 
Gallery for Fine Arts. 

•^Br Art exhibition by Jor danian 
artist Ahmad Nawash at the 
; French Cultural Centre. 

! ☆ Art exhibition entitled “Frag- 
ments: Weavings and Works 
on Paper” by Kevin A. EDnch 
■ and Margaret M. Hinch at the 
American Centre. 

Ar Exhibition of paintings by 
gw ha garihah Noursi at the* 

Spanish Cultural. 

;☆ Exhibition of posters at the 
J Goethe Institute. 

Exfaibhion of photographs at 
the British Comal. 
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:☆ Lecture, in Arabic, entitie d 
“The Arab Freedom Move- 
moil and Democracy*' by 
Mn*nis Al Razxaz at the Sci- 
entific Cultural Centre 
of Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation — 6 JO pjn. 

CHARITY CONCERT 

Piano redial by Barbara 
Sbafain at 4J0 pjn. at the 
Philaddphia Hotel. The pro- 
ceeds of the recital , orga- 
nised by the Italian I.adies of 
Amman, will benefit pro-' 


Envoy maintains Australia 
supports Mideast peace 


By a Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Australia’s Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Jonathan Shep- 
pard told tiie Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, Tuesday that his coun- 
try was keen on maintaining very 
strong relations with Jordan and 
that Canberra fully supports 
efforts towards the establishment 
of peace and security in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Noting that Australia's Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans visited 
Jordan last year, the ambassador 

said the visit reflected bis coun- 
try’s keenness on bolstering its 
ties with the Arab World in 
general and with Jordan in par- 
ticular. 

Mr. Sheppard was commenting 
on remarks made by Mr. Evans 
published in the Australian press 
on May 6, 1993 which outraged 
Australia’s Arab community and 


Arab supporters. 

In his statement, Mr. Evans 
said that since 1991 the Austra- 
lian government bad been work- 
ing behind the scenes to help 
Israel bufld some bridges with 
Asia, particularly with Muslim 
countries such as Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

“It is shnply a matter of trying 
to help the process of bridge- 
baDding which may, in some inst- 
ances, ultimately culminate in the 
establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Israel and the 
Southeast Asian Nations,” the 
minister was then quoted as 

saying. 

Ambassador Sheppard said in 
no way can these statements 
bring about any change in Au- 
stralia’s foreign policies, particu- 
larly towards the Middle East 
conflict. 

Mr. Sheppard said Senator 
Evans’ statement was motivated 
by the desire to help build what 


be called “bridges of dialogue” 
with tiie Southeastern Asian Na- 
tions, noting that the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington de- 
monstrate the importance of dia- 
logues to settle disputes among 
nations. 

Mr. Evans* statement drew a 
reaction from the Jordanian 
ambassador to Australia, Mr. 
Sa’ad Bataineh, who said that 
Canberra’s diplomatic overtures 
on behalf of Israel were a further 
example of a lack of balance m 
tire policy towards the Middle 


“We do not interfere with the 
Australian foreign policy — they 
can do what they want, but there 
is nothing even-handed about it,” 
said Mr. Bataineh. 

“Australia is always talking ab- 
out being even-handed about the 
Middle East. What have done to 
promote Palestinian issues?” be 
asked. 


Austrian ambassador 
opens UNRWA extension 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Austrian 
Ambassador to Jordan Michael 
Stigelbauer Tuesday opened nine 
dassKXxns at the .United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
school in Jabal El-Jofeh in Am- 
man. 

The moms were constructed and 
equipped through a special con- 
tribution of 5366,500, which the 
Austrian government donated to 
UNRWA in the aftermath of tire' 


Gulf crisis to help the agency 
cope with the increase in the 
school population . 

The contribution also financed 
the co ns tr uc tion and equipment 
of eleven other classrooms in 
UNRWA schools in the towns of 
Rnsseifeb and Sweileh. 

Dr. Stigelbauer and his wife, 
who were accompanied by De- 
nnis Brown, the director of UN- 
RWA affairs m Jordan, also vi- 


sited Wibdat camp, where they 
attended school activities orga- 
nised by the pupils. 

Austria, which has hosted UN- 
RWA's headquarters since 1978, 
last year donated about 5 one 
million to the agency's regular 
budget. 

UNRWA runs 201 schools in' 
Jordan, providing ten years of 
education to some 152,000 boys 
and girls. 



PUBLIC SECURITY Department (PSD) 
Director General M^Jor General Abdul Rah- 
man AJ Udwan Tuesday receives from Ger- 
man embassy Counsellor, Matthias Meyer, 
nine wireless communications devices 
(walkie-talkies):, five bulletproof vests and a 
police observation car. M^j. Gen. Udwan 


voiced the Jordanian government’s apprecia- 
tion of the gift from the Federal German 
Office of Investigations and paid tribute to tire 
current level of strong relations and dose 
cooperation between the security services in 
tbe two countries. 


Visiting Algerian team reviews 
Jordan’s progress in education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Despite va- 
rious difficulties Jordan stresses the 
importance of the educational 
process, said Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minister 
Tbouqan AJ Hindawi Tuesday. 

During a meeting with visiting 
Algerian Minister of Education 
Abroad Jabbar, Mr. Hindawi said 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
always focused hb attention on 
the educational sector, adding 
that the Kingdom used to concen- 
trate on educational legislations 
■before forging on a p ro gra mm e to 


improve the quality of education 
in tbe 1980$. 

Jordan’s comprehensive educa- 
tional development plan was the 
result of a careful evaluation pro- 
cess of all the aspects of educa- 
tion, he said. 

Mr. Hindawi underlined the 
heed to enhance Jordanian- 
Algerian relations and called for 
basing them on solid grounds of 
cooperation. 

Mr. Jaber, who arrived in Am- 
man Monday, commended Jor- 
dan’s achievements in the field of 


education and culture and lauded 
tbe Kingdom's educational de- 
velopment plans. 

He added that his government 
elso plans to turn a new leaf in its 
cooperation with Arab countries, 
especially Jordan because of its 
distinguished experience in the 
fields of democratisation, eco- 
nomy and education. 

The Algerian official was also 
received by University of Jordan 
President Fawzi Gharaibeh who 
briefed him on tbe development 
of the university. 


Princess Sarvath announces 
formation of dyslexia society 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath El 
Hassan announced Tuesday the 
formation of the Jordan Dyslexia 
Society under tbe patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Tbe society is intended to act, as 
a support group for dyslexic chil- 
dren and their parents, to spread 
awareness about the needs of 
dyslexic children and to ensure 
that provisions for children with 
learning disabilities are available 
and of the highest standard. 

In her opening address at the 
Second International Symposium 
for Communication Disorders 
held by the Centre for Phonetics 
Research at the University of 
Jordan. Princess Sarvath outlined 
die three-year teacher training 
project coordinated by the Prin- 
cess Sarvath College in a joint 
venture between the Jordanian 
and Canadian governments. 

The Princess reviewed the acti- 
vities and development of the 
Centre for Phonetics Research 
and referred in particular to tbe 
speech and hearing screening 
project to be conducted with the 
support of the Swiss gover n ment. 
It is hoped that children through- 
out the country will be screened 
not only for speech and hearing 
disabilities, but also for language 
development difficulties, includ- 
ing dyslexia. Princess Sarvath 



Her Royal Highness Pr in ce ss Sarvath El Hassan 
Tuesday addresses the Second International Sym- 
posium for Communication Disorders hdd at tbe 
Centre for Phonetics Research at tbe University of 
Jordan. Du tbe podium are Swiss Ambassador to 


said. 

An estimated 25Si» of all chil- 
dren at some point in their life 
will experience sic.tficanr learn- 
ing difficulties which require spe- 
cial educational provision within 
their regular school, the Princess 
explained. 

She stroked the need for an 
awarenes: amongst parents and 
educators this widespread but 
often neglected problem, noting 
that an important component of 
the Kingdom's current Educa- 
tional Reform Programme is to 


ensure that children with any 
kind of learning difficulty shall 
not be at risk academically. 

The training project currently 
being coordinated by the Princess 
Sarvath College aims to train 
Jordanian teachers, counsellors 
and experts in the field of curricu- 
lum development on learning dif- 
ficulties. 

The project aims to ensure that 
all schools in Jordan have access 
to the resources and trained per- 
sonnel needed to help children 
wirh any learning difficulty. 


Jordan Gian Federico Fedot tl (right), (and left to 
right) .Direct or of tbe Centre For Phonetics Research 
Yousef Al Halils and University of Jordan President 
Gharaibeh (Petra photo) 


Princess Sarvath is the Patron 
of the Centre for Phonetics Re- 
search at the University of Jor- 
dan. which she opened offic illy 
in May 1990. together with the 
First Internal uwu l Symposium on 
Communication Disorders 
The opening ceremony of the 
Symposium was attended h> 
Swiss Ambassador to Jordan 
Gian Federico Pedotti, Universi- 
ty of Jordan 1'resident Fawn 
Gharaibeh and Director of the 
Centre of Phonetics Research. 
Yousef A I Halits. 


First group 
of pilgrims 

to depart 
for Mecca 
Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first con- 
gregation of Muslims to perform 
this year's pilgrimage to Mecca 
will leave Amman by road Satur- 
day, according to the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, which 
is organising a special farewell 
ceremony for tbe group. 

In an announcement through 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Awqaf Minister Izzeddin Al Kha- 
tib Al Tamimi said that the first 
group includes Muslims from Jor- 
dan and the Israeli occupied West 
Bank. 

m 

A special ministry pilgrimage 
team will head for Saudi Arabia 
in advance of tbe group to receive 
them and make arrangements for 
their lodgings in Medina and 
Mecca, Sheikh Tamimi said. 

He said the farewell ceremony 
will be held at Marj Al Hamam 
district, southwest of Amman, 
shortly before the pilgrims' de- 
parture. 

Pilgrims from Palestinian lands 
occupied since 1948 and the Gaza 
Strip will leave Amman Sunday 
and Monday, the minister added. 

He called on the pilgrims to 
make arrangemets for their trans- 
portation with the appropriate 
companies designated and urged 
them to carry their pilgrimage 
cards to facilitate their trip to and 
from the holy places. 

According to the minister, all 
pilgrims should obtain vaccina- 
tion certificates against mening- 
itis and take precautionary mea- 
sures in carrying safe foods and 
money. 

Sheikh Tamimi attended the 
graduation ceremony of students 
at the ministry's Islamic Sciences 
College. 

The minister distributed certifi- 
cates to the graduates and awards 
to those who excelled. 
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Jordanian (right) and Iranian civil aviation operations between their countries (Petra 
officials Tuesday meet to discuss air transport photo) 

Officials review prospects for 
Amman-Tehran air link 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Civil Avia- 
tion officials from Jordan and 
Iran Tuesday opened talks here 
aimed at promoting air transport 
operations between Amman 3nd 
Tehran. 

The Jordanian side is headed 
by Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Director Ahmad Jweiber, 
and the Iranian team is led by 
Mohammad Najirvan, head of 
the Iranian Civil Aviation Au- 
thority. 


The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the talks, considered a 
follow up to discussion hdd last 
June, focused on ways to bolster 
dvil aviation and air transport 
operations between the two coun- 
tries. and included discussions on 
promoting Jordanian Iranian 
trade links. 

A CAA spokesman was quoted 
saying that the two sides were 
discussing the prospect of linking 
Amman and Tehran through 


direct flights and exchanging ex- 
pertise in air transport , 

He said the talks aim at up- 
grading a 1977 agreement on air 
transport. 

Petra said the Iranian delega- 
tion is expected to tour civil 
aviation institutions, including 
the Queen Noor Civil Aviation 
Technical College, as well as the 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) aircraft 
maintenance unit at the Queen. 
Alia International Airport. 
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SWEiFlYEH - AMMAN 

lurino 

FLAT.O.TEL 



15 MOST LUXURIOUS SUITES... 

* 2 BEDROOM SUITES APARTMENTS 

* FEW PENTHOUSES 


OFFERING 
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* 15 in-house kitchenettes 

* 15 remote controlled colour TVs transmitting: 

- In-house movies 

- CNN - Super - BBC - Star channels 

- Horizon -to-Horizon satellite dish 96 channels 

* FM music and -radio systems to all 15 flats and lounges 
4 Breakfast Hall, Lounge/Dining room 

* Chocolates on your pillow — nightly... !! 

SPEND YOUR MOST RELAXING & MEMORABLE HOURS AT 

OUR; 

m 

4 Italian Restaurant - Turino 
4 Club Bar - Time-out 
* * Ciao Cafe-Store 

* La vita TV lounge 

WE OFFER YOU THESE SERVICES AND MORE... 

■ 

* Impeccable House Keeping (to the better Flat-O-Td 
. standards 

* Conference board room facility 
6 Business centre assistance 

* Arrangement of direct-line phones and facsimile for guests. 

* Florist and confectionary services 

Boutiques, Sportswear, Hairdressers. Rent-a-Car, Travel agents. 
Banks, etc. arrangements at reception for Sweifiyeh famous shops 

* Valet parking 


OPENING SOON ■ OPENING SOON ■ OPENING SOON ■ OPENING SOON 
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Washington’s ups and downs 

IT IS probably only natural that the Palestinians have 
■received the Israeli draft "‘framework agreement” on 
-the Palestinian interim self-rule with considerable 
scepticism and reservations. After all, the Israelis and 
the Palestinians are in a long and hard negotiating 
process, and should be expected to treat each other’s 
proposals with rejection and suspicion. The first 
Palestinian iicgative reaction to the latest Israeli 

■ proposal spelling out the Rabin government’s notion of 

■ Palestinian self-rule came Saturday when Han an 

■ Ashrawi, the Palestinian spokeswoman, said that her 
; negotiating team received the Israeli ideas with “ex- 
treme displeasure.” Ashrawi .hastened later to qualify 
this early assessment by in cheating that the Israeli 
formula would not be rejected. But Faisal Husseini, 
the chief Pales tinian negotiator, was a bit more upbeat 
three days later when he conceded that the Israeli 

! proposals contained “some good points, but not 
: enough for us to accept as is.” 

Of course no one expected the Palestinians to 
> endorse the Israeli draft in toto irrespective of its 
' acknowledged merits simply because to do so would 
; run counter to the art of negotiations. That is why the 
; final Palestinian response after thorough deliberations 
; by the PLO leadership in Tunis would take the form of 
; a counter offer outlining the Palestinians conception of 
! both the interim and final solution of their problem. 

; When the dust settles in the wake of the exchange of 
; offers between the two parties, there could be new 
' opportunity to marry the conflicting ideas with a view 

■ to creating a balance between them. 

In point of fact, the wording of tbe latest Israeli 
: bargaining position offers possibilities upon which 
future agreements coultt be built ^ Paragraph one of the 
Israeli text stipulates that the envisaged just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace between the Palestinians and 
the Israelis will have to be based on U.N. Security 

■ Council resolutions 242 and 338. We believe that the 
: reaffirmation of the applicability of these two resolu- 
• lions especially with regard to the negotiations leading 
; to the permanent status of the occupied Palestinian 
; territories is encouraging. The fact that the two phases 

- of negotiations, the one dealing with the interim 
; solution and the other with the final phase, are viewed 
; as interlocked is also a positive development. 

Yet there are several serious shortcomings in the 
Israeli ideas that legitimately give rise to concern. The 

■ extent of the proposed Palestinian Executive Council’s 

■ (PEC) control over the Palestinian territories has yet to 
' be elucidated to the satisfaction of the Palestinian side. 
, And top of many other problems with the proposal 
; itself, there is still the deteriorating human rights 
; situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
' Palestinians are rightfully concerned that the Israelis 

- should stick to promises they explicitly and implicitly 
‘ made but never delivered. 

True, tbe wait-and-see atmosphere in Washington 
: appears to have halted the initial momentum attained 
; between tbe two parties at the beginning of the ninth 
round. But unless there is dramatic movement on 
several key fronts, the Palestinians could not really be 
, blamed for lowering the level of their participation in 
what is left of this round. 


; ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

■ SAWT AL SHAAB daily Tuesday blamed the U..S administration 

• for the setback in the current peace negotiations in Washington 
! for not playing the role it had promised at the outset of the ninth 
; session. The optimism which prevailed at the beginning of the 
; current session of Middle East peace negotiations has given way 

■ to pessimism and the peace process is now facing a dangerous 
: setback, all because tbe U.S. administration continued to remain 
; passive to Israel's intransigence, said the daily. This dramatic 
; retreat in the negotiations was also caused by Israel's continued 

■ refusal to grant the Palestinians their rights and its rejection of 

• swapping land for peace and a comprehensive settlements, said 
; the paper. What Israel has offered during the talks in the ninth 

• session was an old formula rephrased, and reshaped from the 
! previous plans and nothing new that woud lure the Arab parties 
; or reflect a positive stand on the pan of the Israeli government, 

■ the paper continued. It is Israel's refusal to commit itself to a 
! complete withdrawal from the Golan Heights, as requested by 
‘Syria, and its lack of commitment to U.N. Security Council 
; resolutions, concerning the Palestinian and Lebanese territories, 
' that have rendered the cunem session as futile as the previous 
: rounds, the paper added. In his cable to President Bill Clinton 
' Monday. His Majesty King Hussein made it clear that Jordan and 
; the Arab parties were keen on peace which, he stressed, should 

■ be based on U.N. resolutions, the' paper added. It said that with 
this, the King has placed the ball in the American court. 

; reminding Washington of its pledge to help achieve peace. 

; A COLUMNIST in AI Dust our daily discussed the question of 
■political parties in Jordan, noting this they frjjgc n o popular bade 
i because they do not try tojtaciySe^safe. thatdWWceritef^^p tte 
'public. Taher A I Udwan'llaitfiSi* appeal '■Sarnas been ^vntttn 
; about the parties' formation and their leaders, but nothing has 
- been said about the reason behind lack of desire on the part of the 
'young people to join in. Indeed, these young people are busy 
; searching for employment and have no time to join the parties 
-which, the writer said, aim primarily to safeguard the party 
I leaders' interests and prestige and enable them to reach Parlia- 
ment. Only when the young peuplc see that the rich heads of 
-political parties have opened factories or income-generating 
s projects which can employ them would they Think about joining 
; political parties or supporting mem in the coming elections, said 
•the writer. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla 


Sales tax 


additional burden, 


not a revised tax system 


Hie Jordanians have never been unified in their stand towards any 
economic issue as they have been unified against the looming general 
sales tax. The Jordanians who support this tax are indeed very very 
few; nevertheless, the respective legislation will be enacted, as a 
provisional law if not as an ordinary one. By democratic standards 
and inasmuch as democracy is the rule of the majority, it is very 
legitimate to question, and feel puzzled about, the democratic 
content of our economic experience or about the economic content of 
the Jordanian democracy. 

Every Jordanian group or sector has its own reasons to oppose tbe 
sales tax. And generally speaking, this tax has all the ills that go with 
taxation and particularly with indirect taxes. This means that the tax 
w HI eventual ly be paid by consumers and thus add to tbe costs of 
living. None of the reasons presented by the government and the 
zealots of die IMF-sponsored economic adjustment programme in 
defence of this tax is convincing or even academically sound. Indeed, 
there is rarely such a thing as good taxes; only bad, worse and less 
bad ones. 

Admittedly, the position of those in charge of our economic policy 
is difficult to the point of being unenviable. They are caught between 
the devil and the deep sea. On the one hand, they are very well aware 
of die overwhelming popular resentment towards this tax. Govern- 
ance is the art of responding to the wishes of the people not die 
business of twisting their arms. On the other, they have to meet their 
commitments under the economic adjustment programme so that the 
members of the Paris Gub may resechednle Jordan's maturing 
external loans. Our conviction is that tbe Jordanian officials, deep 
down, are also resentful of tbe new tax. In particular, they must be 
pondering the possible popular water and electricity tariffs which are 
planned to follow the sales tax. 

Readers and some observers seem to believe that tbe author of this 
column, naturally, opposes the general sales tax. This impression is 
both right and wrong. 


Unlike most groups and sectors, I do not oppose the sales tax for a 
special reason nor oppose it per se. The Jordanians have become 
overtaxed and. for that reason, I oppose any new taxes or fees, no 
matter what names they may cany. For die same reasons, I 
vehemently opposed tbe 1989 income tax hike when our marginal 
income tax rate was poshed to a shocking 55 per cent (plus five per 
cent in the so-called social services tax). If the sales tax, or for that 
matter any other taxes, were envisaged in a situation of low tax 
burden, I would have unhesitatingly welcomed the new tax. 

And there is more to that. The sales tax — which is a prelude to the 
value added tax (VAT) — is nowadays conceived as part of a tax 
reform. We, in Jordan, are also adopting this slogan and announcing 
that we want the sales tax as a step towards overhauling our tax 
system. But, we, very unfortunately, are construing tax reform to 
mean more tax revenues and not, as it should, a better and modem 
tax system. Hereunder is die explanation. 

In a proper tax reform', the sales tax and thereafter VAT replaces 
the income tax and is not an addition to it. Income and other direct 
taxes are criticised by modem fiscal schools on the grounds that they 
penalise production and, through that, savings- What should be 
penalised is consumption through shifting to a tax system based on 
indirect taxes, especially die sales tax. Tins means adoption of taxes 
as the sales tax and simultaneously die dropping or cutting of the 
income tax. We, in Jordan, want the proposed sales tax to 
supplement, not substitute, the income tax. Thus, our reformed tax 
system, as envisaged under the imminent sales tax and as it maintains 
high marginal income tax rates, penalises both saving and consump- 
tion and we get the worst of the two worlds. Hence my opposition to 
the general sales tax. 

The Jordanian economy needs stimulation through lower, not 
higher, taxes. The sales tax goes, at this juncture, in tbe wrong 
direction. 
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to Beirut 
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WASHINGTON — The Bosnia 
debate is becoming a duel or 
historical analogies. The Ointon 
administration, looking for ways 

to prepare the public for ,n_ 
terventTon in Bosnia, is fastening 
on Somalia, a relatively painless 
relative success. 

Now, Somalia and Bosnia have 
only one thing in common, ln- 
neither conflict is a vital Amer- 
ican interest at stake. They are 
both examples of humanitarian 
intervention. To be sure, Bosnia 
interventionists strain mightiy to 
produce some U.S. national in- 
terest, such as the spectre of 
dominoes falling across Eastern 
Europe all the way to the Baltic. 
These efforts have come to little. 

Considerations of national in- 
terest do not figure in current 
policy. Some interventionists are 
motivated by reason of national 
interest. But they do not inhabit 
the Clinton administration. Mr. 
Clinton is reaction as Mr. Bush 
did in Somalia: to the pictures. 

Why not? So if Somali why not 
Bosnia? Because Somalia met the 
paramount criterion for purely 
humanitarian intervention: cos- 
tlessness. The Somali operation 
was a species of earthquake re- 
lief. In Somalia, U.S. troops pro- 
vided a relief delivery service 
with a little policing on the side. 
But it was not war-making. 

The administration holds fast 
to the belief that Bosnia is not 
war-making either. It is 
peacekeeping. Mr. Ginton's so- 
cial engineers' believe that if you 
put the word “peacekeeper" on 
the uniforms of Americans, the 
war-makers are not going to 
shoot. 

Yet 32 peacekeepers have 
already been killed in Bosnia 
(and their mission is far more 
passive than the one with which 
Americans wiQ be charged)..And 
there is that seminal lesson in the 
illusory difference between 
peacekeeping and war-making: 
Beirut 1983, the bombing of the 
marine barracks. The marines, 
too. had been advertised as 
peacekeepers. Tbe locals did not 
buy the advertising. 

Bqftul is far more appropriate 
an example of humanitarian in- 
tervention than Somalia. Beirut, 
unlike Somalia, had well-armed, 
organised armies in pursuit of 
political goals, not just random 
thugsand thieves. Beirut was also 
devoid of strategic rationale. 

Remember, U.S. troops went 
into Beirut twice. The first time. 
August 1982, there was a 
strategic rationale: to evacuate 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 


By Charles Krauthammer 
-The Bosnia 

' g The CKnton ir«p‘ withdrew. Lev. than a 
king for ways .non“h later they returne d. th» 
X far £ time moved by SU'>t and moral 


unit- . & i 

outrage over Sabra and 
Moved by the picture. Amer- 
icans returned to pe.icckeep. 
Sound familiar - ' This adventure 
ended with MI dead marines. 

What then will America do 
when cx- Yugoslavs start fume at 
U.S. peacekeepers, when they 
violate their signed agreements. 
If we Americans arc really just 
peacekeepers, we will stand by 
and tut-tut. If we are scrums 
about enforcing agreement then 
we will have to make war. 

Then we have a simple choice. 
More men, more dead, until the 
job is done, as in another 
analogy — Victnant. Or wiliv 
drawal, as in Beirut (and, in the 
end, Vietnam tool. 

There is one more analogy 
worth recalling: Suez. In 1956, 
Britain and France >eize«J the 
Suez Canal, which Nasser had 
nationalised. Eisenhower reacted 
sharpie, and forced the British 
and French into a humiliating 
withdrawal. This split put enor- 
mous strain on the Atlantic 
alliance. It led to the resignation 
(and ruin) of the British prime 
minister. It helped to turn French 
foreign policy away from the Un- 
ited States for decades. 

Bosnia, where the French and 
British view diverges deeply from 
Mr. Clinton's, “has a similar 
potential. Mr. Clinton is trying to 
recapitulate Mr. Bush's Gulf war 
coalition. But Mr. Bush was able 
to line up Britain and France 
because they agreed on the need 
for military action in the Gulf. 

In Bosnia, they don’t. If 
Washington bullies them into 
war, there will be loud voices in 
Britain and France arguing that 
their blood and treasure are being 
expended to satisfy the Amer- 
icans. But if they resist the press- 
ures and the United States is 
foregg to go it alone. loud voices 
in America will argue that the 
allies, are unreliable, unwilling, to 
share the burdens. 

Even if we overcome our dif- 
ferences and go in together, think 
of what a long and costly NATO 
ground involvement in the Bal- 
kans will do to the alliance. A 
long and costly ground involve- 
ment in Southeast Asia nearly 
tore apart America. NATO is a 
far more fragile entity. It may 
turn out to be the ultimate casual- 
ty of the coming Bosnian war. — 
Washington Post. 


i 


Vietnam draws battle-lines 
on rights ^democracy 


By John Rogers 
Reuter 

HANOI — Vietnam's leaders, 
responding to the collapse of 
communism in Europe by liber- 
alising the economy, have drawn 
their battle-lines for arguments 
with the West on human rights 
and multiparty democracy. 

The stand now emerging from 
pronouncements by ministers and 
official organs places Vietnam in 
the camp of Third World states 
which encourage individual liber- 
ties, but not so far as they may 
threaten stability, seen as the 
overriding goal. 

Stability, that is, under Com- 
munist Party leadership. 

Hanoi has become increasingly 
vocal in defending this principle 
against overseas cntics, indicating 
that no further relaxation of poli- 
tical controls already eased since 
the mid-1980s is in prospect. 

In an unusually forceful 
rial, the army newspan*- -an 
Doi Nhan Dan said re -tiy that 
communism was what the Viet- 
namese people wanted and the 
country’s enemies would not be 
able to oust the party from power 
by imposing “Western values.' 1 

Claims by Western countries 
and “reactionary overseas Viet- 
namese” that Vietnam violated 
human rights were intended to 
create disorder and instability, 
the newspaper said. 

“Democracy and human rights 
are themes that the Vietnamese 
services of foreign radios harp on 
to disparage .us." 

^ , “The- edtifoy” '’tfcgild not be 
IhMe to defeat cofr fe Krtfe an .by 
appealing for a multiparty system 
and free elections on peaceful 
evolution, Quan Doi Nhan Dan 
said. 

“They could not win by war,” 
it said, referring to communist 
victories against France and tbe 
U.S.-backed Saigon regime. 
“Now they want to win through 
peaceful evolution? Well, they, 
won’t." 

It was not dear what triggered 


the comments, for Western coun- 
tries have muted criticism of Viet- 
nam since its human rights record 
improved in recent years and the 
rule of law was guaranteed in a 
1992 constitution. 

But the issue is sensitive as 
Vietnam seeks to implant a mar- 
ket economy, do more business 
with the West and restore rela- 
tions with the United States. 

Western leaders — including 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel this year 
— routinely raise the cases of the 
prisoners of concern to watchdog 
groups like Amnesty Interna- 
tional. 

But tbe West does not con- 
demn Hanoi in the same terms 
used against Iraq, for example, or 
China since the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square killings in Peking. 

The West gives Hanoi better 
reviews than it got in the late 
1970s and 1980s, when hundreds 
of thousands of people associated 
with tbe defeated . U.S.-backed 
Saigon regime were herded into 
reeducation camps. 

The camps are now closed, the 
government says it holds no poli- 
tical prisoners and officials public- 
ly defend Hanoi's record. 

Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Manh Cam staked his case force- 
fully when Mr. Kinkel produced 
an amnesty list in April. 

Mr. Cam said he told Mr. 
Kinkel “there should be a distinc- 
tion between human rights and- 
certain people’s abuse of the law 
of the land to violate national- 
security. We punish violators of 
the iatf fo accor da nce with the 
law and T believe every country 
would do that... If anyone has 
any doubt, we will invite them to 
Vietnam to discuss (the issue) 
better.” 

After a rare visit in March by a 
rights watchdog, the Washington- 
based Asia Watch, the group 
reported its talks had opened a 
dialogue but “serious human 
rights concerns remain.” Intend- 
ing to visit again, it did not list' its 


concerns. 

Western governments don't 
like tbe severity of some sent- 
ences handed down by the courts, 
or the way trials on charges of 
anti-government activities are 
conducted. 

* On March 31, the leader of 
eight dissidents was jailed by a 
people’s court in Ho Chi Minh 
Gty for 20 years after a two-day 
trial on “activities aimed at over- 
throwing tbe government” by cir- 
culating a newsletter. 

Diplomats in Hanoi saw the 
sentence as unduly harsh and as 
intended to discourage others. 
Asia Watch condemned the sent- 
ence as violating international 
rights standards. 

But the protests stopped there. 

Western diplomats and h uman 
rights workers here say there may 
be a few dozen Vietnamese who 
would be called political prison- 
ers in the West but are behind 
bars for breaking Vietnamese 
laws. One puts the figure at 50 to 
60. 

“Isolating Vietnam would not 
do anything to get them freed,” a 
diplomat said. “The current 
direction of economic freedom is 
the way to go. Eventually it will 
lead to democratisation/’ 

While fuzzy, this formulation 
comes dose to that voiced by the 
few government officials pre- 
pared to discuss tbe issue. 

“Democratic liberties cannot 
be dissociated from a country's 
economic conditions,’' one said. 
“We don't believe there is a 
universal formula. The better the 

economic situation is, tbe further 
well go on the way to liberalisa- 
tion." 

Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet 
has also pinned his colours to the 
mast, drawing his own battle-line 
on the democracy issue. 

Asked if this month's elections 
in Cambodia put pressure on 
Vietnam to bold elections of its 
own, he told a foreign interview- 
er: “The question is stability, not 
multiparty or one-party elec- 
tions.” 
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Amerasians, 

the hardest 
group to 

integrate in 
*the U.S. 

By Jacques Gnfllon 
Ageace France Prose 

Y 2^ — Thousands of 
children fathered by U.S. servi ce- 
rt 1611 during the Vietnam War 
[uive become the most difficult 
immigrant aroup of integrate in 
the United States, human rights 
groups said. 

In Asia they are knicknamed 
Americans," but once in the 
united States, these mostly 
illiterate youths find it hard to 
.reconcile their mixed Viet- 
►naraese, American and often 
Afro-American roots. 

They feel like total strangers in 
their new country. 

The Home Coming Act passed 
by Congress in 1987 opened the 
United States to Vietnamese chil- 
dren of American GIs. and their 
close relatives, said Sister Jean 
Marshall, who runs the Saint Rita 
Asian Centre in the rough-and- 
tumble Bronx neighbourhood. 

■Hie centre is monitoring the 
assimilation of 900 Amerasians, 
as these Vietnamese are known 
here. 

“They began to come in 1989. 
We thought 10,000, including 
their families, would come. In 
fact, 50,000, including their fami- 
lies have already come " Sister 
Marshall said. 


“For their families, they are 
the ‘golden boys* because 
through them their mothers, 
brothers and sisters were able to 
come. They were therr ‘ticket 
out'," she said. 

“They still come, and I think 
that 70,000 is a possible figure," 
• she added. 

■ 

Sister Marshall said the green 
light for their emigration came 
too fast since most Amerasians 
are now 23 to 25 years old, long 
past the ideal age to adapt to a 
new society. 

“Most of them are illiterate in 
their own language; nearly none 
of them speaks English; they 
have no professional skills," she 
noted. 

i 

Their poor command of En-' 
glish and unfamiliar customs keep 
themeut-off from the mainstream 
in closely-knit communities- s --'- 

“If they get a job, they can’t 
hold it more than two weeks 
because they' don't understand 
what the boss says. Their main 
.problem is English," Sister Mar- 
shall said. 

Minh, 21, arrived in the Bronx 
twoand-a-half years ago and has 
since married a fellow Amerasian 
and has fathered a child- In 
broken English, he gives vent to 
his bitterness. 

“I have no car, no money, no 
job, no American friend," Minh 
said, regretting that bis poor En- 
glish has repeatedly prevented 
him from getting a driving li- 
cence. 

Throughout his interview, 
Minh referred to Vietnam as “my 
country," where he had Bttle 
money but a steady job. 

The hostile streets of the Bronx 
frighten him and several of his 
friends have been set upon and 
robbed. 

But a single goal keeps him his 
spirits up: “When I will speak 
English, USA will be good for 
me." 


ry^ 


■ ■ ■ 




Ha, 21, and her mother came 
here two years ago in search of 
her father. She keeps his photo 
on her ail the time. She makes 
hair ribbons and sells at hair 
salons. 

Ha’s friends are all Amera- 
sians, and while she acknow- 
ledges having a rough time she 
would not dream of going back 
to Vietnam. 

For Linda, 21 , coming here was 
a lot easier. Her father, an Afri- 
can-American serviceman, mar- 
ried, with two children and living 
in the Virgin Islands, had her 
brought over from Vietnam. 

Linda has spent two vacations 
with her father. Otherwise, she 
lives m the Bronx near her grand- 
mother, whom she visits each 
weekend. 

Katie Kelly teaches English at 
Saint Rita to Amerasians coming 
from the most desperate back- 
grounds. 

"They have been twice aban- 
doned, by their parents and by 
the United States, when we left 
Vietnam," she said. 

“And when they get the oppor- 
tunity to come here," she added, 
“the federal government gives 
them help for only eight months 
to learn English and to get a skill. 
It’s not serious. And now they are 
helped by. local states," Ms. Kelly 
said. 

“For them to get a decent job 
— ar the minimum wage of four 
dollars per . hour — will take at 
least three or four years; much 
more than other refugees," Ms. 
KeUy said. 

“A refugee needs 10 years to 
become totally assimilated, but 
for them, I believe, it wQl take 
much longer," she added. 


Eyewitnesses hail elections in Y emen 


By Norma Holmes 

Washington — Results are 

still coming in from Yemen's first 
multi-party elections, the fins in 
the A rabian Peninsula, but re- 
turning observers hail the re- 
ferendum merging the fo r m er 
ideologically divergent South Ye- 
men and North Yemen as a “suc- 
cess for democracy" and “a turn- 
ing point” for the nation. 

“I think Yemen has achieved a 
democratic process — this was a 
democratic election,*’ says 
Ronald Wolfe, regional project 
-director for the International 
Foun dation for Elect oral Systems 
(TFES), one of three American 
organisations that monitored the 

referendum at the request of Ye- 
men’s National Council on Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Wolfe, who has just re- 
turned after two months m Ye- 
men, says he is “very upbeat" 
about Yemen’s achievement. “It 
is a question now of continuing to 
improve on die process, con- 
tinuing to reinforce this improve- 
ment,” he told regional scholars 
at the Middle East Institute May 
5. 

“Once you've taken that step, 
as successful as this one was, it’s 
not going to be easy to turn it 
around" and reverse it “without 


tremendous repression,” be said. 
“And that society cannot be that 
repressive; it won’t allow itself to 
be repressed." 

Other election observers parti- 
cipating in the briefing were 
Keith Klein, IFES director of 
programmes for Africa and the 
Near East, and Thomas Melia, 
programme director at the 
National Democratic Institute for 
International Affaire (NDI). 

Yemen’s April 27 election, 
jointly funded by the U.S. Agen- 
cy for International Development 
(AID) and the Dutch govern- 
ment, generated widespread in- 
ternational interest and support. 
A corps of international monitors 
who coordinated observation 

missions throughout Yemen in- 
chided 17 observers and three 
Dutch Arabists with the U.S. 
International Republican Insti- 
tute; four independent Canadian 
observers; three members of 
The El ect oral Reform Society, a Brit- 
ish parliamentary group, repre- 
sentatives from the European 
Community, and diplomats from 
all of the western embassies, in- 
cluding the United States, Japan 
and Russia. 

The United States provided the 
ballot boxes, the locks for the 
boxes, and voting screens, Mr. 
Wolfe said. The European Eco- 
nomic Community paid for the 


ballots. 

Acknowledging that there were* 
“massive problems ar the micro- 
level," he said, many resulted 
from the structure of Yemen's 
present election law. “Those are 
problems that can be addressed in 
the furore," he noted. “No demo- 
cracy is perfect. ...The important 
thing is that they've taken the 
first bis step." 

Mr. Melia, voicing more cau- 
tious optimism, said that “we’re 
at a hopeful moment in Yemen's 
history. ...Yemenis are on their 
way to democracy if people con- 
tinue to mean what they said last 
week before the election." 

But Mr. Melia also warned that 
it would be a mistake “to glorify 

too much" this election process. 

The larger question, he stressed, 
is “the political will of those who 
have power to continue the pro- 
cess." * 

He said recent returns show the 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC), the umbrella party for the 
North Yemen government, won 
121 seats in the parliament; Isla, 
the Islamic Party won 62; the 
Socialist Party representing South 


Yemen 6; Baath 7; Ai Haq 2; and 
each of the three different ver- 
sions of the Nassarite Parry woo 
one seat. Three races have not 
yet been settled. 

Two and a half million Yemeni 

voters, representing 50 per cent 


election process with political 
training and information sharing. 
When Yemen's National Com- 
mittee for Free Ejections (NCFE ) 
requested help in nwbOamg 
volunteers to monitor the elec- 
tions throughout the country, he 


“There were massive problems at the 
micro-level,... many resulting from the 
structure of Yemen’s present election law. 
. Those are problems that can be addressed 
in the future. No democracy is perfect- 
...the important thing is that they’ve taken 

the first big step. 


>> 


of the population, registered to 
vote, including 47,400 women, be 
said, and voter turnout ranged 
between S3 and 90 pci cent of 
those registered. 

He said the National Democra- 
tic Institute went to Yemen in 
January to assist and support the 




The Jordan Medical Aid for the Palestinians 
(MAP) announces the drawing of lots for its 1 993 
lottery on Wednesday, May 12, 1993. at 4 p.m. 
on the premises of the General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS), by the Park Circle, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Drawing lots will take place in the 
presence of the concerned authorities. 

Public invitation 


Tel: 61 1065 



Institutions, companies , 
dubs, societies, universities, 
colleges, and schools are 
kindly requested to form 
their own teems before May 
10 , 1903 . 


Under the Patronage of H.R.H. 
Crown Prince AL - Hassan 




MAP Sponsored Walk Friday 14/5 / 1993 

* Starting point : Amman Baccalaureate School &3Q tun 

* End point : NaSk AL ■ Hariri Center 







said the NDI offered training to 
about 4,000 volunteers, who later 
served in 14 of the 18 gov e males 
during ihe electi on. 

The Yemeni NCFE effort, in- 
itially controversial, became 
widely accepted as the election 
unfolded, he said “because it 
created a model of citizen activ- 
ism that showed people that they 
were the ones who should decide 
in the end whether the election 
was legitimate and fair." 


In a related venture in March, 
Mr. Melia said both Republican 
and Democratic Institutes sent 
all-women pre-election assess- 
ment commissions throughout 
the country to interview dozens; 
generate interest, and to test pub- 
lic reactions to women's parti- 
cipation in the elections. 

Because there were no petition 
requirements for candidates, he 
said, more than 4,400 Yemenis 
registered for office, but a point 
of observer concern was that, 
very close to the elections, 
“approximately 1,000 candidates 
withdrew. The withdrawal period 
was extended by the election 
commission to allow more people 
to withdraw. ...It left a very few 
days to clarify who was on the 
ballot." 

The reason. Mr. Melia added, 
was that the North Yemen GPC 
assessed the field “and were able 
to persuade, cajole, browbeat or 
pressure people to withdraw who 
were seen as a threat to GPC 
candidates — and that had much 
to do with predetermining the 
outcome of the vote.” 

Changing the ballot was not a 
problem, he explained, because 
the ballot was a blank card 
printed by the European Econo- 
mic Community which allowed 


each voter to enter the name of 
the candidate of their choice. 

But the voting procedure led to 
security problems which super- 
seded secrecy of the ballot, since 
many voters could not read or 
write and could only instruct a 
second party to write the name of 
chosen candidates. The vote then 
had to be verified by an election 
official. 

Agreeing that the 30-day time 
frame for the election* was too 
short, Mr. Wolfe said that tech- 
nical problems “were extreme." 

"Given the logistics," he said, 
“there was virtually no way to 
have secure ballots for 301 consti- 
tuencies with photographs with 
up to 43 candidates in one district 
and an average of 16 per consti- 
tuency." 

Among the improvements in 
the process the IFES will prof* 
ose. Mr. Wolfe said, is “that a 

post election programme be initi- 
aled, that the current election 
committee will cease to exist, and 
that a permanent election com- 
mittee be established to lay down 
recommendations for legal re- 
form in future elections for the 
consideration of the new perma- 
nent commission and the parlia- 
ment — United States Informa- 
tion Agency. 



The grand prize and 
other prizes will be 
handed to the winners 
on the day of the march. 
May 14, 1993, at Nazek Ai 
Hariri Centre 



☆ Other prizes 

☆ Drawing the lots will take place May 12, 
1993 and results will be announced in the 
local press 

☆ For information please call tel. 611065 

TICKETS ARE SOLD AT 

AMMAN: 1 7. AI Hussein Camp Pharmacy 

1. Safeway - Jabal AI Hussein 

2. AI Rainbow Star - 1st Circle 18. Malak Pharmacy -AlWihdat 

3. George Sahltyah Electric 19. AJ Wihdat Pharmacy - the 

Shop - Jabal Amman - Mut- Club Street - AI Wihdat 
ran Street 20. Abu Shanf Pharmacy - AI 

Ashrafiyeh 

21. Milano Pharmacy - Gardens 
Street 

22. Basma pharmacy - Gar- 
dents Street 

23. AI Alia Pharmacy ■ Gardens 
Street 

24 Sakhaa Pharmacy - Gar- 
dens Street 



4. The Flowers Club - Jabal Am- 
man - Astra building 

5. Flowers Club - AI Fareed 
Complex - Ai Abdali. 

6. Burqan for handicrafts - 2nd 
Circle. 

7. Bonita Restaurant - Second 
Circle 

8. Firas Bookshop - 3rd Circle 


9. Fayez Beauty Shop - Umm 25. AI Maktabeh Bookshop - 
Uthaina - near San Rock Gardens Street 
Hotel 26. University Bookshop - Gar- 


10. Sweet Supermarket - Umm 
Uthaina 

1 1 . Kishek Jewellery - Umm 
Uthaina 

12. Antoine Beauty Shop - 5th 
Circle 

13. Ai Khouli Pharmacy - 6th 
Circle 

14. Rwand Pharmacy - Wadi 

Saqra 


dens Street 

27. Jamal Pharmacy - AI 
Jubeiha 

28. AI Abdali Pharmacy - AI 
Abdali 

29. Ai shadfan Pharmacy - the 
Sports City 

30. The Great Arab Pharmacy - 
King Faisal Street 

31. Babish - Shmeisani 


Bank Complex - Shmeisarw 

34. The Jordan Clothing Com- 
pany (CJC) - AI Salt Street 

35 The Jordan Clothing Com- 
pany (CJC) - Sweifieh - 
Hakous building 

36. Ghassan Jewellery - Tawfiq 
Khouri - At Sweifiyeh 

37. Eastern Tours Co - Jabal 
Luweibdeh 

38. The University Bookshop - 
Jabal Luweibdeh 

39. The Jordanian International 
Establishment lor Commer- 
cial Services - Seventh Cir- 
cle. 

40. The Power Hut - Shmeisani 

ZARQA: 

The Modem Zarqa Pharmacy. 

IRBID: 


15. Firas Pharmacy - Jabal At 32. Rajaa Pharmacy - Shmeisa- 

Hussein ni 

16. The Interior Circle Pharmacy 33, The Jordan Clothing Com- 

- Jabal AI Hussein pany (CJC) - the Housing 

OTHER PRIZES: 

1 . Second prize: DAEWOO televisions 
set, coloured, 29 inches, presented 
by the South Electronics Establish- 
ment. 

2. Third prize: OKI OF-7 facsimile 
machine, presented by the Modern 
Arab Establishment for Business. 

3. Fourth prize: Amman-Toronto- Amman 
air ticket, presented by the Royal 
Jordanian. 

4. Fifth prize; Amman-Frankfurt-Amman 
air ticket, presented by the Royal % 

Jordanian. 

5. Sixth prize: Samsung television set, 

14 inches, presented by Ahmad Issa 
Murad Company. 

6. Seventh prize: Samsung television 


1 . AI Saaefoun Pharmacy 

2. AI Shuqairi Pharmacy - Yar- 
mouk University Street 

3. ai Haitham Pharmacy - irbid 
Refugee Camp 

AQABA: 

Aqaba Pharmacy 

set, 14 inches, presented by Ahmad i 
issa Murad Company. 

7. Eighth prize: Goldstar television set, 
14 inches, presented by Darwish aT 
Khalili Company. 

8. Ninth prize: Goldstar television set, 14' 
inches, presented by Darwish AI Kha- 
liii Company. 

9. Tenth prize: Amman-Rome- Amman ' 
air ticket, presented by the Royal 
Jordanian. 


10. Eleventh prize: Amman-Greece- 
Amman air ticket presented bv the 
Royal Jordanian. 

1 1 . Twelfth prize: Sony stereo set, pre- 
sented by Sony Company. 

In addition to other consolation prizes 
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COMPANY'S MAKE 


Arab bank 

JOPOAN WATT«CAL BASK 

CAIRO AMMAN RANK 

KIDDLE EAST TMV3STWENT BASIC. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING DANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANS 

Jordan Islamic bans 

UNION BANS FOR SAYING A INVESTMENT 
BUSINESS DANS 

REIT ELMAL SAVlNCLZNVFSTHBrT FOR HOUSING 
ANNAN BANS PC* INVBSWD1T 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

GENE3UU. ARABIA INSURANCE 

JORDAN PABNCU INSURANCE 

ARAB KJLPE L ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 

I RE TO DISTRICT ELECTRICIT7 

VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN* TOURISM & SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GtJUT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA ERTRPRISES A EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING C EN T E R 

MACH I NARY EQUIP. RENTING A M AINTENA NC E 

JORDAN PRES5 FOUNDATION / AURA 1 I 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ CDNKSORI M OT EL S 

JORDAN TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN f’&TftOZJHK REPZNWOT 

■DOIEH INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGRICULTURAL 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

JORDAN PRINTING 6 PACKING 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
TUB PUBLIC MINING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING £ WEAVING 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAA AL DAWA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT £ IKEHNATIONAL TRADE 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETPO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN RO CK WOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATQ/JZMOO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CARLE £ WIRE ffANUPACTURINU 
JORDAN SULPHO-CHZIUCALS 
ARAB CENTER FOP PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT 00. POR AGftl. A FOOD FROO. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRADED PREY. OPfitTNG CLOSING 
VOLIM CLOSING PUCE PRICE 


GRAND 


TOTAL 


213.085 
135,303 
3,900 
273,828 
12,965 
4,653 
52,496 
l r lL3 
16,584 
2,289 
34,255 
35,605 
5,461 
332,796 
658 
3,683 
58,443 
36,039 
46, 570 
1,820 
8,257 
95,058 
30,160 
86,419 
18,670 
73,773 
19,751 
5,450 
665 
S75 
12,588 
56,136 
135,903 
3,212 
20,601 
7,710 
65,421 
114,09* 
13,057 
8, 128 
1,885 
28,514 
18,649 
11,478 
131,508 
3,198 
317,878 
115,862 
li. an 
8,774 
2,931 
8,241 
191,799 

*4,537 

3,503 

180,573 

11,975 

3,050 

463,731 

84,967 

6,180 

71,237 

352,838 


4,123,183 


139.500 

5.220 

25.750 

2.050 

4.O0Q 

3.850 

2,500 

4.450 

4.150 
3-270 
5.400 
1.620 
3,640 
2.390 
2.600 
3.380 
3.920 

2.950 
1.860 

1.240 
5.700 

5.950 

0. 62Q 

4.020 

1. B10 
0.930 

* 1.260 
1.900 
1.350 
11.180 
2.190 
29.250 
2.280 

4.450 
2D. S6Q 

2.840 

7.140 

6.720 

7.020 
2.340 
5.000 
3.570 
3.060 

23.150 

3.240 
0.700 

15.330 

3.440 

3.250 

2.130 

5-860 

0.940 

4.170 

6.150 
2.880 
9.820 
1.260 
0.610 

12.280 
4.460 
' 4.270 
2.050 
5.330 


139.500 

5.160 
26.000 

2. 140 

4.000 
3.070 
2,510 
4.4S0 
4.100 
3.370 
5.410 
1-620 
3.640 
3-450 
2.630 
3. 380 
3-950 
2.930 
1.B7D 
Z.220 
5.750 

6.000 
0.650 
4.050 
1.000 
0.940 
1.260 

.1.850 

1.330 

11- 500 
2-190 

27.790 

2-290 

4.400 

10.600 

2-850 

7.160 
6.730 
7.020 

2- 340 

5.000 
3.570 

3.140 
23.000 

3- 24D 
0.700 

15-500 

3.470 

3.280 

2.140 
5.850 
0.950 
4.200 
6-150 
2.900 
9.800 
1.260 
0.610 

12- 400 
4.500 
4.260 

2.000 
5-360 


140.000 

5.190 

26.000 

2.150 

3.970 
3. BOO 

2- 520 
4.450 
4.100 
3.270 
5.500 
1.640 

3.660 

2.480 

2.630 

3.380 

3.910 

2.930 

1.B80 

1.200 

5.750 
6-100 
0.650 
4.060 
1.790 
0.940 
1.280 
1.820 
1.330 

11.500 
2.180 

27.790 
2.280 
4.400 
ID. 580 

2.970 

7.150 

6.750 

7.000 
2.320 

5.000 

3- 650 

3- 160 
22-910 

3.220 

0.710 

15.300 

3.420 

3.350 

2.140 

5-890 

0.960 

4.210 

6.120 

2.860 

9.780 

1.260 

0.610 

12.500 
4.550 

4- 260 
2.030 
5.370 


Suharto calls for an end 
to global economic disarray 


NUSA DU A, Indonesia (R) — 
Indonesian President Suharto 
opened a meeting of non-aligned 
ministers Tuesday by calling for a 
global partnership to “lift the 
world from its current economic 
disarray.'’ 

He told an economic gathering 
of Non-Aligned Movement 

(NAM) members that the fate of 
the rich countries of the North 
was tightly bound to that' of the 
developing countries of the 
South. 

"It is thus simply a matter of 
common sense that both sides 
should recognise their inter- 
dependence and come together to 
fashion a joint strategy in dealing 
with the formidable challenges of 
this critical decade,*’ he said. 

Delegates and observers from 
the Middle East, Asia, Europe, 
Africa and the Americas were 
gathered on the Indonesian island 
resort _ of Baii to build on a 
summit of NAM leaders held in 
Jakarta last September. 

As chairman of the 108- 
member movement. Indonesia 
has been at pains to tum the 


NAM from rhetoric to concrete 
issues. 

A strongly worded document 
condemning the United States 
and other Western countries was 
submined by the North Korean 
delegation but ws quietly 
opposed by core NAM members 
anxious to end the confrontation- 
al tone of the past, delegates said. 

“I hope we will stop the rhetor- 
ic and address ourselves to the 
issues. There is no use pretending 
that the Third World can con- 
front the North with whatever 
power,” the head of the Tanza- 
nian delegation, mintsrer of state 
Edward Lowasa, told Reuters. 

Delegates from 67 countries,, 
including 32 members of the 
Standing Ministerial Committee 
for Economic Cooperation 
(SMC), hope to end die 1 three- 
day meeting armed with specific 
measures. to ease the economic 
burdens of NAM members. 

These include reforming the 
United Nations, promoting coop- 
eration inside the movement and 
convincing richer nations, as aid 


donors and creditor, to play a 
greater role in the development 
of the south. 

A draft declaration that was 
circulated among delegates called 
for the tightening of NAM mem- 
bers’ debt burdens, which it esti- 
mated at SI .4 trillion last year, 
the overhaul of the international 
monetary system and a renewed 
commitment by tbe North to aid. 

It also urged an end to protec- 
tionism and an early resolution of 
the -Uruguay Round of talks 
under the General Agre eme nt of 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

"The global economic system 
remains characterised by deepen- 
ing imbalances and pervasive un- 
certainties. . . the problems of per- 
sistent debt crisis, volatile interest 
rates, reduced capital flows, de- 
teriorating terms of trade, secular 
decline in commodity prices 
and mounting protectionism com- 
bine to result in a net transfer of 
financial resources from South to 
North,” the document said. 

Delegates said it would serve as 
a basic for discussions but would 


also, they hoped, spawn more 
enduring initiatives, including ac- 
tion groups and a possible summit 
on economic and social develop- 
ment. 

With the North increasingly 
distracted by more pressing issues 
in Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, there must be more realis- 
tic cooperation between the 
world’s rich and poor countries, 
delegates said. 

Mr. Suharto, who hopes to 
address a summit of tbe Group of 
Seven (G-7) most industrialised 
countries in Tokyo in July, set the 
tone of the gathering by appeal- 
ing in bis opening speech for 
renewed dialogue between North 
and South. 

■ 

“A new global partnership will 
be needed among all nations, 
both those in the industrialised 
North and those in the develop- 
ing South, to fashion tbe neces- 
sary and effective solutions to 
these problems and thereby lift 
tbe world from its current econo- 
mic disarray,” Mr. Suharto said. 
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Investors disregard 



to amend sour note on Turkey 
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UJS- Dollar In International Markets 


Currency 

Mew Vo/tfc 
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7.5350 

Deutsche Mark 
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Swiss Franc * 
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Japanese Yen 
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111.35 
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Date: 


Currency 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Frtnc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


' Pfr 100 



Q. 0 S 6 O 


1.0509 


0.42 59 


\ 

0.4702 
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Q.6&&0 


1.0562 



stock 

exchange 

law 

NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian 
government is considering 
changes to its stock exchange law 
to help attract more business, a 
Tehran Stock Exchange official 
has said. 

IRNA news agency quoted 
Bahman Arman as telling a semi- 
nar on privatisation that "enough 
facilities and necessary mechan- 
isms must be provided to increase 
people's enthusiasm and confi- 
dence and bring about competi- 
tion among production units 
offering their shares at the 
Tehran exchange.” 

He said that of the total 
companies admitted to the 
Tehran Stock Exchange "only^9 
have been thoroughly made over 
to the private sector, 97 were still 
in the government's possession 
and only the ownership of six 
firms has been transferred.” 

He said investments at the stock 
exchange totalled 1 14 billion 
riyals ($69 million at the current 
official exchange rate) from 
March 1989 until March 1993. 

"The ownership proportion of 
government organisations in 
companies admitted to the 
Tehran exchange has dropped 
from 70 per cent to 37 per cent in 
mid- March,'’ he added. 

Iran said in March that turnov- 
er on the Tehran Stock Exchange 
dropped 25 ,per cent in the year 
ending on March 20. 

The dump followed the previous 
year's 600 per cent growth in the 
stock market, revived by Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani's government as a main in- 
strument of its economic reform. 


ISTANB LTL (R j — A decision by 
Standard Poor's (S.P.'s) to 
change its outlook on Turkey 
from stable to negative is unlikely 
to deter foreign investors, foreign 
bankers said. 

"The important thing is that 
the BBB rating was affirmed,” 
said a vice-president of a U.S. 
investment house in London. 
‘The change in the credit outlook 
has not had any effect in the 
market. We still consider Turkey 
to be a good place to invest.” 

"Investors have always been 
cautiously optimistic about Tur- 
key and this has not changed.” 
said a Bankers Trust official. 

S.P. left Turkey’s foreign cur- 
rency rating unchanged at BBB, 
but said it was revising the out- 
look because of slow progress on 
public sector reform and chronic 
inflation, .which has averaged over 
65 per cent in the last three years. 

“The outlook" revision reflects 
the risk that the government's 
abilicyvto redude: fiscal deficits 
could fall short of the needed 
adjustment,” S.P. said in its 
annual report on Turkey last 
week. 

It said persistently high public 
sector borrowing needs could fiiel 
already high inflation, now at 58 
per cent year-on-year. 

"Foreign agencies such as 
S.P.’s find it hard to understand 
that the Turkish economy is 
stable despite high inflation. 
Their expectations are too high.” 
said one government official. 

internal debt rose 21 trillion 
lira in Januaiy-February this year 
to 202 trillion ($20.4 billion), 
making the official end-year goal 
of 251 trillion look ambitious. 
The total was 181 trillion at end- 
1992. 

“This could heighten the extent 
of the currency substitution and 
subsequently undermine the sta- 
bility of domestic financial mar- 
kets, adversely affecting credit 


quality,” S.P. said. 

Turkey turned increasingly to 
external borrowing last year to 
reduce heavy domestic borrowing 
costs fuelled by high interest 
rates. Treasury bills and govern- 
ment bonds in circulation nar- 
rowed to 95 trillion ($9.5 billion) 
in April from 128.5 trillion in 
January. 

Ankara plans to tap foreign 
markets for $2.65 billion in 1993 
after borrowing $2.7 billion last 
year. 

Banking sources said S.P. was 
unlikely to downgrade Turkey's 
credit rating unless the country 
suffered a government crisis. 

"It would be up to ihe govern- 
ment to set the tone for the near 
future," said the U.S. broker, 
who asked not to be named. 

“S.P. would only put Turkey 
under credit watch if the govern- 
ment goes into crisis and fails- to 
come out of it while borrowing 
heavily,” said the official from 
Bankers Trust. * 

Brokers from Japan, where 
Turkey is due to launch a Samur- 
ai bond of 50 billion yen ($447 
million) Wednesday, voiced some 
caution and said S.P.'s negative 
note could scare small investors 
in Japan. 

'The negative outlook -by Stan- 
dard Poor's may have some influ- 
ence on the Republic of Turkey 
issue,” said Shigeto Imai, Turkey 
representative of Bank of Tokyo. 
Chief commissioned bank in the 
five- and 10-year deal lead man- 
aged by Daiwa Securities. 

Turkey has increasingly tapped 
the Japanese market since last 
year to take advantage of falling 
interest rates there, issuing 
Samurais worth 320 billin ten 
($2.9 billion). 

Euromoney magazine this year 
rated Turkey 40 among 169 coun- 
tries. Tureky was down to 37 in 
1992 54 in 1990. 


Poll finds 
73% of U.S. 
adults back 
higher tax 
on cigarettes 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Seventy-three per cent of U.S. 
adults favour raising taxes on 
cigarettes to help pay -for 
changes in the U.S. health 
system, according to a Gallup 
survey commissioned by health 
groups. 

President Clinton is ex- 
pected to propose raising the 
24-cent federal tax on a pack- 
age of 20 cigarettes as part of 
bis plan to control health costs 
and guarantee coverage for all 
Americans. 

The American Heart Asso- 
ciation, the American Lung 
Association and the American 
Cancer Society said the survey 
supports their lobbying cam- 
paign for a $2-per-pack tax. 

The three groups work 
together as the coalition on 
smoking or health. 

Among those who favoured 
raising the tax, 67 per cent 
were in favour of making it $2 
and 54 per cent said they 
wanted it even higher. 

The Gallup organisation sur- 
veyed 1,015 adults by tele- 
phone March 15-24. The poll 
had a margin of enor of plus or 
minus three percentage points. 

An estimated 25 per cent of 
Americans smoke, according 
to government studies. 

The Centre for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention (CDCP) 
said last month that in 1991, 
46.3 million' Americans, or 
25.7 per cent of the popula- 
tion, smoked, compared with 
25.5 per cent in 1990. Most, 
smokers consumed 20 
cigarettes a day, up from 19.1 
in 1990, the CDCP said- 
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* LONDON (Rl — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

* leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

* on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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Canadian dollar 
Deuischemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs ' 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
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Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY U, 1993 

omas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon FUgMer 


GENERAL -TENDENCIES: 
Although there is an opportunity 
through an influential person, you 
find you are afl too apt to make 
some soap decisions that can nul- 
lify tile otherwise goad influences 
in operation. 

ARIES: Match 21 to April 19) You 
are eager to work out some condi- 
tion connected with borne and 
family and can early m the day bnt 
later a communication requires a 
quick readjustment 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You start to get out some impor- 
tant reports or statements early but 
are interrupted by some financial 
matter that needs your undivided 
attention so give h. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
see ways to get a campaign going to 
gain secret goals but an associate 
has some issue arises and calls 
upon to help get the right answers. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now - you can plan to see 
some good friends for a construc- 
tive meeting but a private matter 
arises that takes your mind in a 
different work condition. ■ 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) You find 
a number of ways to gain tbe good 
wifl of one in power but before you 
are able to, a dose companion 
places before you a problem re- 
quiring a quick solution. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about tbe various friends 
who can be of helpfulness to you* 


but before you can contact 
public matter involving your fawfer 
arises. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Ocam 
22) You haw some weridiy^ 
[crests that rightly claim w 
attention but before doing . ttgg f 
pur yourself in a position to igflft 
duce a newcomer to a compa^pi 

ber 21) new activities 
to your desire to go forward wfeift 
is fine but first you need to get ttfc 
practical angles which could easne 
be over looked. -jSf 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
December 21) You want to bdflft 
understand what you can dejafil 
establish more accord with ww 
attachment but first yon uct Wg . 
settle matters with a paimciSE?? 

CAPRICORN: (December 21% 
January 20) You are all primejMk 
make headway now with a sdCT 
live, or emotional assodate butyju 
are deterred by some practpU 
demand that is insistent. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fet&P 
ary 19) You have work pUe&w 
high and you are eager to get W 
but conflicts between some parses 
dose to you should have 
primary attention. 

P1SCES: (February 20 to Mafetf 
20) You are ready for some gprifi 
times and some fun but a famBy 
matter that is of pressing import-^ 
ancc holds up getting off to recita- 
tions, amusements. 





“You lie awake worrying about money 
from 11:00 until 2:30, then I’ll take 
. over from 2:30 until 6:00.” 




THE Daily Crossword by Virginia 


L Yates 


i 


ACROSS 
1 Dateless 
Slicked off 
10 Dover dandy 

14 Tops 

15 Communication 
means 

16 Oliva genus 

17 Lead 

19 Thor's parent 


21 


23 Shape for a 
cameo 

25 Garment inserts 

26 Recipe word 

29 Greek vowel 

30 Hava — (tackle) 

31 Went slowly 
33 Help 
37Toodte-oo 
38— .Alto 

39 Feel the heat 
43 Narrow margin 

46 Glacial ridge 

47 Went 

underground 

48 WWII venue 

49 Have a go at 
52 Be all eyas 

54 N.G. river 

55 Drover 

59 Nev. city 

60 

64— Brute' 

65 City on the - 
Missouri 

66 Dressing spice 

67 Tuckered 

66 Metal fastener 
5S Lanchester ‘ 


1 Common enc. 

2 Nailed aslant 

3 Pro's Foe 

4 Reach 

5 Restate 

6 Bush, Le.: 
abbr. 

7 King precader 
6 Shamus 

9 Perform 
IDGof wtthh 

11 Golden — 

12 Ploy for 
Hoiyfiaid 




e \W3 Tfitwe Services. Inc 

AI FjpfS R«MTV0d 


aa fe 

m 



t 

m 





13 Wd Tjs 
weaponry 
IB Shack 


24 Stripling 

25 Some have a gift 
lor it 

26 Serves 

27 Kind of bar or 
bridge 

28 Go out 


34 Spurious 

35 “ — a song 
go..." 

36 Bull: Sp. 

4Q Unspectacular 

41 O'NeilTs 

'The — Jones” 

42 No longer 
working: abbr, 

43 Reporter's 
question 

44 snub 

45 Slouch 

49 —ski party 


Yesterday's 


reniio nnnm mnnr 3 
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50 Saw parts ' 

51 Fifty after. 

.'53 Like a made 

- leal 

SSTwofokJ 

57. Benedict km. 


5B Perlman 
Si m-0" 

68 Of 

abbr. 

63 Beyond anyj 






































































































French premier unveils austerity 
plan to revive battered economy 


PARIS (AP) — Struggling to tut 
government red ink and stimulate 
the economy, the conservative 
government Monday announced 
a budget of stiff tax increases 
while continuing funding for jobs 
programmes. 

A communist labour union, 
meanwhile, threatened mass 
strikes against Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur's programme 
that aims to trim a deficit that 
could double to more than 330 
billion francs ($60 billion) this 
year. 

Though polls show the new 
prime minister highly popular af- 
ter six weeks in office, the plan 
breaks campaign pledges not to 
hike social security taxes and is 
likely to be his first major chal- 
lenge. I 

The budget, unveiled after a 
cabinet meeting, is expected to be 
approved fey Mr. Bahadur's allies 
who hold' an overwhelming 
majority In the National Assem- 
bly. r 

It includes a 16 per cent in- 
crease in the tax on liquor and a 
rise in the gasoline tax by 33 
centimes per litre — giving 
France the highest gasoline tax in 
Europe. 

Mr. Bahadur will double social 
security taxes — paid by workers, 
retirees and the jobless — that 
cover medical care, pensions and 


aid to families. 

The effect of these taxes means 
that a worker earning 10,000 
francs ($1,S51) monthly will see 
his annual tax bill climb by 3,400 
francs ($630). 

Government ministers will also 
have to bite the bullet: In addi- 
tion to cuts in perks, their salaries 
that average 600,000 francs 
($110,000) will be cut 10 per cent. 

Mr. Bahadur is betting his cuts 
in business taxes and funding for 
jobs and housing will stimulate 
the economy. 

Mr. Bahadur told a news con- 
ference the budget “lays the first 
building blocks for a durable re- 
covery" and he appealed for "the 
will of ail: the government, the 
administration, businesses and 
employees must be concentrated 
on the objective.” 

For ah the tax increases, the 
budget will only brake the rise in 
the deficit, trimming a projected 
333 billion-franc ($61.6 billion) 
shortfall to 317 billion francs 
($38.7 billion). 

The budget plan is part of a 
five-year blueprint to trim the 
deficit from about 4.5 per cent of 
the gross national product (GNP) 
this year to 2.5 per cent in 1997. 

Members of the 12-nation 
European Community must have 
a government deficit less than 
three per cent of GNP to join in a 


Oman and UAE form 
joint investment company 

DUBAI fR) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman have 
signed an agreement forming a joint investment company with 30 
million Omani riyals ($76 million) in capital, the Omani News 
Agency said. It said each state would have a 30 per cent stake in the 
Oman- Emirates Investment Company. The remaining 40 per cent 
would be offered to the- public in the two countries. 

The agency said shares would be offered in October and the 
company would start operating ealy in 1994. The agency added the 
new company would invest in the two neighbouring countries in 
different sectors including agriculture, industry, commerce, minerals 
and tourism. 


Hong Kong bolsters trade 
relations with Jordan 

AMMAN — To further bolster Jordaman-Hong Kong trade rela- 
tions, the Hong Kong Trade Development Council held a trade 
exhibition at Amra Hotel in Amman on May 6 and 7, 1993. 

At the same time a Hong Kong trade delegation visited Jordan and 
concluded with local businessmen a number of trade deals worth 

$542,000; - ■ ■ 

Contracts are underway for further deals worth. at least. $1.42 
million. 

Jordanian-Hong Kong trade links have lately witnessed noticeable 
progress. ■ 3 T ' ' 


single currency, one of the provi- 
sions of the Maastricht treaty on 
closer unity. 

The General Confederation of 
Labour Union, which is strongest 
in the transport sectors, voiced its 
displeasure with the budget and. 
called for a day of strikes and 
protests against the plan May 27. 

"This is a path toward the 
abyss,” said Louis Viannet, the 
union's secretary general. "It's 
workers, retirees and the unem- 
ployed who are going to pay for 
most of this.” 

The Socialist Party, routed in 
March elections after governing 
for 10 of the past 12 years, said 
the budget “will brutally brake 
consumption and growth, mean- 
ing a considerable aggravation in 
unemployment." currently at 
10.7 per cent. 

Mr. Balladur has spent a 
month preparing France for sacri- 
fices to bail out an economy he 
diagnoses as the worst off since 
World War II — far worse than 
the Socialists had said while they 
were in power. 


Mr. Balladur will raise unem- 
ployment insurance taxes, lower 
hospital reimbursement, and re- 
quire workers put in 40 years 
instead of the current 37 .5 to 
receive full slate-paid l pensions. 

The public is waiting for him to 
make good on promising to re- 
duce the soaring unemployment, 
which topped three million peo- 
ple for this year for the first time 

since World War II. 

Mr. Balladur will direct 22 bil- 
lion francs ($4.1 billion) to part- 
time jobs for youths, bailing out 
the bankrupt unemployment in- 
surance programme, and easing 
family-leave payments by busi- 
ness. 

He also plans to stimulate the 
depressed housing industry with 

5.5 billion francs ($1 billion) in 
tax relief to property owners and 
loans to low-income buyers. 

The budget earmarks an addi- 
tional 1.3 billion francs ($240 
million) for environmental pro- 
jects including waste cleanup, wa- 
ter purification and installing 
high-tension lines underground. 


Japan overseas 
investment slumps 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese direct 
overseas investments dropped 
sharply in fiscal 1992 for the third 
year in a row. reflecting the 
domestic economic slowdown, 
the financial daily Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun said Sunday. 

The figure plunged by 28.3 per 
cent to $17.2 billion in the year 
ended March 31. 1993. on an 
international balance-of- 
payments basis. That is barely 
one-third of the record $49.1 
billion in fiscal 1989. the news- 
paper said. 

The steep fall could have wor- 
rying repercussions for Japan's 
politically explosive trade surplus 
with the rest of the world, it 
added. 

The Bank of Japan says more 
production should be moved 
overseas to help reduce the trade 
imbalances. This could also 
smooth Japanese manufacturers' 
efforts to cope with a rapid rise in 
the yen's value against the U.S. 
dollar, it says. 


The financial daily attributed 
the sleep fall in direct overseas 
investment to fewer surplus funds 
available to companies in the 
current slowdown and to in- 
creased repatriation of funds 
which the firms had invested in 
overseas real estate. 

It said the government and the 
private sector were likely to step 
up joint efforts to promote direct 
overseas investment. 

Japan's current account surplus 
yawned to a record $176.2 billion 
in the financial year ending on 
March 31. the finance ministry 
announced Thursday. 

The trade surplus rose to 
$136.1 billion in the same year 
from a previous high of $113.7 
billion in 1991/92. 

Japanese officials say the sur- 
plus has soared because the 
domestic slowdown has dam- 
pened demand for imports and 
the yen's rise against the dollar 
has magnified this trend by in- 
creasing the value of exports. 


Put your house in order, 
economist tells Africa 



ADDIS ABABA (R) — A senior 
U.N. official has said that rich 
countries would not invest in 
Africa as long as it was plagued 
with conflicts such as that in 
Somalia. 

“I don't think Africa is learning 
anything from what b taking 
place in Somalia,” Layashi Yak- 
er, executive secretary of the 
U.N.'s Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA) told a news 
conference. 

“Look at the havoc and self- 
destruction being caused to the 
riches of Angola. Zaire, Liberia 
and Rwanda through internal 
conflict,” he said. 

Angola and Zaire are two of 
the potentially richest countries 
in the world’s poorest continent 
but living standards have slid ever 
backwards because of war. 

He said it was “most tragic” 
that the U.N. was spending close 
to $3 billion a year to keep the 
peace in Somalia and ensure 
minimal food supplies because of 
strife among its six million peo- 


ple. 

Mr. Yaker, speaking after a 
five-day meeting of African eco- 
nomy ministers, called on the 
industrialised world to stop “mar- 
ginalising" Africa by channelling 
the same scale of aid former 
communist states in eastern 
Europe now receive. 

“Either the world handles Afri- 
ca the right way, allocating mas- 
sive assistance to help exploit its 
rich potential or there will be no 
global security, no common fate 
and no sustainable development 
in the whole world," he said. 

World peace, he said, de- 
pended upon prosperity in the 
poorest parts of the world, and he 
called on Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) states, the world's 
richest 24 countries, to invest in 
Africa. 

“The rest of the world cannot 
enjoy peace while the per capita 
income of the OECD states hits 
an all time high of $25,000 and 
that of Africa south of the Sahara 


stagnates at S300,” Yaker said. 

He urged African governments 
to stop wasting money on arms to 
attract western investment to 
spur growth. 

“African states need massive 
investment to acclerate their eco- 
nomies but investment is not 
forthcoming because African 
slates are unable to create the 
right situation for investment. 
“African states must reduce or 
even totally end military expendi- 
tures, stop internal conflicts and 
restore security and stability in 
their respective countries and re- 
gions," he said. 

The meeting endorsed a call for 
$950 billion in aid in the 1990s for 
Africa to break from the poverty 
trap. 

The Addis Ababa-based ECA, 
set up to promote and study 
African economic growth, said 
that $490 billion would be needed 
to pay off debts arising from years 
of economic mismanagement and 
low world prices for basic com- 
modity exports. 


ADB : Asian cities face 
environmental crisis 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


MANILA (R) — Asia's teeming 
cities, set to house half the 
world's urban population by the 
year 2020, face severe environ- 
mental degradation and pollution 
from rapid urbanisation, the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) said. 

The Manila-based bank said 
contaminated water, congestion, 
pollution, malnutrition, over- 
crowding and high crime rates 
may worsen in Asia's burgeoning 
cities without drastic action. 

“A major challenge is to en- 
sure that urbanisation is environ- 
mentally sustainable,” the ADB 
said in a report. 

“The expansion of metropoli- 
tan areas in the region, including 
the emergence of 'mega-cities,' 
can lead to unprecedented levels 
of pollution and environmental 
degradation unless appropriate 
measures are taken.'' 

By the year 2020, the urban 
population in Asia's development 
countries is expected to balloon 
.to more than two billion people 
from 849 million in 1990. 

In 1950, there were only 19 
cities in the region with a popula- 


tion of more than one million. 

At least 12 of the world’s 21 
.megacities, those with more than 
10 million people, will be in Asia 
by the end of the century. 

Bombay, Shanghai and Calcut- 
ta will each have more than 15 
million residents and the popula- 
tions of nine other cities will 
exceed 10 million, the bank said. 

Although rapid economic 
growth in Asia has improved the 
quality of life for many people. 
ADB President Kimimasa Taru- 
mizu said in the bank's Develop- 
ment Outlook that poverty, 
population growth and urbanisa- 
tion remained pressing problems. 

■ 

There are dozens of Asian 
cities evolving into major metro- 
politan areas with populations of 
more than three million people. 
Most are growing rapidly. 

Problems range from paying 
for dean water in Indonesia, to 
housing squatters in Manila, to 
improving winter air quality in 
China where factories and homes 
bum polluting coal. . 

“Both natural population 
growth and rural-urban migration 


have contributed to the rapid 
growth in urban populations in the 
Asia-Pacific region,” the ADB 
explained. 

While explosive urban growth 
bas helped spur Asian economic 
development, “most large dries 
in the region face environmental 
problems arising from poorly- 
managed urban development and 
activities.” 

The bank must work dosely 
with developing countries to raise 
the productivity and efficiency of 
urban economies to deliver basic 
infrastructure and services, espe- 
cially water supply and transport, 
it said. This will require massive 
investment. 

“Simply addressing the man- 
agement of physical resources 
will not lead to a desirable pat- 
tern of development unless 
adequate attention is paid to 
price adjustments to encourage 
environment-friendly be- 
haviour,” it warned. 

In future, the ADB wity require 
countries to put greateremphasis 
on strategic planning to guide the 
allocation of resources in their 
dries. 


reduce 

food costs 

KHARTOUM (rij — Sudan'* 
military govenru rot has cut uixes 
on cereals in an effort K* bring 
down food prices. 

Most Sudanese, haro ru by 
skyrocketing commodity itu.cs. 
welcomed the new measur-.-s. in- 
tended to soften the impact of a 
transition to a free market eco- 
nomy. 

Head of state - Litinewnt- 
General Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
reduced taxes on cereals from 16 
to eight per cent last week Excise 
duty was cut to two per cent from 
five per cent and local duties on 
crops cancelled. 

■ ■ 

Despite large harvests jn the 
last few yean, helped by good rams 
and expanded cultivation^ com- 
modity prices have remained so 
high that imports are sometimes 
cheaper. 

Production of diira of sor- 
ghum, Sudan's staple food, in- 
creased from about 900.000 ton- 
nes in 1989 to 3.7 million tonnes 
last year. Fruits, vegetables and 
leggs are also plentiful in the 
markets, but too expensive for 
many families. ; 

m 

■ 

A 100-kilogramme sack of dura 
now costs about 1,500 pounds 
(more than $10) while la 50- 
kilogramme sack of beans cost's 
over 2,000 pounds. Minimum pay 
in Sudan is 2,500 pounds (318) a 
month. 

The government ended sub- 
sidies and decontrolled paces in 
February 1992 in a major move to 
turn Sudan's largely state-run 
economy into a market ■ eco- 
nomy. 

. But better harvests have not 
had the expected effect of 
pushing prices now. 

The ministry of agriculture esti- 
mates that the farm sector grew 

31.5 per cent last year compared to 

8.5 per cent in the inaustrisi 
sector. The whole economy is 
said to have grown 11.3 per cent. 

A report released recently by 
the ministry said prices were high 
because imported goods used in 
production like pesticides, ferti- 
lisers and petroleum products, 
drive up costs. 

The report said cotton growers 
— who produce Sudan’s chief 
-source of foreign currency — 
I have to spend 45 per cent of the 
value of their crops on imports 
deeded for their fields. 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dally 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -TT. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


JORDAN MA RKET PL A CE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS * 

IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


is M ^ TT 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


yj* oJI CUiJI fUn 


Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from adl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prep are d 67 w 


Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

TAe *w*j serrkts 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnistiy of Trade 
, & Industrial Ad. 

; TeL 883004 


SI i Restaurant ‘With 
Sin Artistic Amfrianu 


Valentino 

• 1 [ ! T t II 1 < I 1 


TfTvr'.'L . * e *v». *ij 


OPPOSITE THfi MAW WWW** TEL «MSBB 



CROWN INTL EST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 


FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


. 1 ! 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


■ 

Special Gtinese Foods 



Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 681932, Amman 


Cnee Tasted 
/UwojjsLoued 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAINITEL 

iM2'Jl|ls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 8K434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



4 * 


AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 
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fS 


AUTHENT1 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 


V shcnusuni_itl 

f now open <tofly J 



Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

opes for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 
Te! : 824677 


' c 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: SI 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight * 


A? 

FORTE 

GRAND 


4UV\\ 


China Town 

At The Forte Grand Amman 
An exquisite new menu at special prices 

For Yuur reservation pSuue cull 

674 M I Ear 6338 or 674295. 


jktLi 

M 

CHm 

Tdvwi 


4 RENT & SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for skle. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0809 
Fax: 810520 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant . 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 



AVIS 



Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN V 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 
it Antalya S 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 
☆ Cyprus $770 B/B 

* All in 5 star INT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours I 
& Hotel reservations at 
Internationa^ & - ; 
Luxury Hotels in * 
Turkey. Cyprus * 
& Egypt * 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business traveller: 
_ Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


The Inn Place to be.. 
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World News 


Diana’s stepmother 
to remarry 


LONDON (AP) — Princess Di- 
ana s stepmother Raine Spencer, ' 
woo wed slightly over a year ago, 
announced Monday that she will- 
many a French businessman this 
summer. “It was love at first 
sight, 1 ' the 63-year-old Dowager 
;-ountess Spencer said as she and 
ner fiance Count Jean-Franco is 
Dc Chambrun posed for photo- 
graphers outside the Connaught 
^ Hotel. Count De Chambrun, 55, 
-palled the his fiancee his “fairy 
.queen” and said, “I was entr- 
anced by her aura." The couple 
met at a dinner party in Monaco 
■33 days ago and plan to marry in 
.London in July. Princess Diana's 
. father , the 8th Earl SpenceT, mar- 
-ned Raine Legge in 1976, after 
divorcing Diana's mother. The 
.earl died on March 29, 1992, after 
a heart attack, and bis son 
. Charles became the 9th earl and 
^inherited Althorp, the family 
estate. 





Supporters of the ruling Colorado Party celebrate at the party headquarters as early election results 


.Motorcyclist 
jumps Great Wall 


show certain victory to tbeir candidate {AFP photo) 


Ruling party candidate leads in Paraguay 


■ PEKING (AP) — British stunt 
man Eddie Kidd jumped over the 
■Great Wall of China on a 
motorcycle Tuesday before sever- 
al thousand spectators. “Maybe 
I'm going to go and jump a 
pyramid,” Mr. Kidd, 33, said 
-"after the jump. Mr. Kidd had said 
he would make the jump with 
only one hand on the handlebars, 
-but television footage showed he 
-used both hands. A Hong Kong 
sTQni man jumped over the Great 
.Wall last year, but the Simatai 
■section of the wall that Mr. Kidd 
jumped was more difficult. The 
.wall itself was only about 20 feet 
-(6:metres) high but was located 
.-oh a steep mountain slope that 
■continued to rise behind it. Mr. 
Kidd rode down a takeoff ramp 
and soared about 10 metres in the 
ajp to cross the wall, clearing it 
•srixh about 3 to 4 metres to spare. 
Then he landed hard on a second 
ramp and crashed into a barrier 
of- boxes stacked at the end. If he 
-JwSi broken through the boxes. 
■Mr. Kidd would have fallen about 
!2 metres down a eliri. He scram- 
bled back up the landing ramp, 
■waved to spectators and "popped 
open a bottle of champagne. Mr. 
-Kidd, who performed stunts in 
■James Bond movies, has per- 
formed 12,000 jumps without 
breaking a single bone. On Sun- 
day. he jumped over 10 buses in a 
rPeking stadium, breaking the 
; world record of eight buses that 
-be. set last July. 


ASUNCION. Paraguay (AP) — 
For better or worse, Paraguay 
seems unlikely to change much 
with businessman Juan Carlos 
Wasmosy as president, the first 
civilian president in nearly 40 
years. 

The Colorado Party that has 
controlled the government since 
1947 still will dominate both 
houses of Congress. And the 
armed forces may remain a pri- 
vate reserve — even with its first 
civilian commander-in-chief in 
decades. 

Both institutions were main- 
stays of the 1954-89 dictatorship 
of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner and 
his successor, Gen. Andres Rod- 
riguez, who toppled Gen. 
Stroessner four years ago and 
then was elected to complete his 
term of office. 

Mr. Wasmosy, the Colorado 
candidate, was the leading vote- 
getter in national elections Sun- 
day. The tally won’t be final for 
days, but official and private 
counts all indicate he outpaced 


his nearest rival by nearly 10 
percentage points. 

The official Central electoral 
Board credited Mr. Wasmosy 
with 142.790 votes, or 39.5 per 
cent of the 361,521 tabulated as 
of late Monday. 


The compares to 109,102, or 
30.2 per cent, for Domingo Laino 
of the Authentic Radical Liberal 
Party; and 97,131, or 26.9 per 
cent, for i Guillermo ■ Caballero 
Vargas of the Coalition National 
Encounter. 


and look instead to the future. 

The election nevertheless was a 
turning point. When Gen. Rodri- 
guez puts the sash of office on 
Mr. Wasmosy next Aug. 15, it 
will be the first time in Paraguay's 
history that one elected president 
hands power to another. 


That is “truly a historic event in 
the evolution of Paraguay," said 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, an official election obser- 


ver. 


Mr. Wasmosy spoke Monday 
with reporters, responding vague- 
ly and with irritation to questions 
of whether he would attempt to 
break the military -Colorado con- 
nection. 

“Have a little confidence in 
us,” he said. “Let us do the job.” 
As to whether his government 
would make a priority of pro- 
secuting officers accused of hu- 
man rights violations during the 
Stroessner regime, he said," "it's 
time to turn the page” on the past 


He called the elections “free 
and fair and democratic and suc- 
cessful," despite numerous irre- 
gularities. 


Another observer, Secretary- 
General Joao Baena Soares of 
the Organisation of American 
States, acknowledged the elec- 
tion was flawed, but said the 
flaws were not systematic, did not 
affect the outcome and perhaps 
were only to be expected. 

"We all know you don't get 
instant democracy. It's not like 
coffee.” Mr. Baena Soares said. 


u. 



. Korean diplomats hold 


further talks on nuclear issue 


Man crosses 


Atlantic in 
bathtub-sized boat 


iSAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
A 50-year-old Briton com- 
pleted an Atlantic crossing in a 
•bathtub-sized sailboat 7 Vi inches 
*(I9 ems) shorter than he is tall. 
Tom McNally of Liverpool, Eng- 
land, docked in San Juan's har- 
■bdur, his first port of call since 
leaving the Portuguese island of 
Madeira, off the African coast, 
'•on Feb. 13. “No one believed you 
Icould navigate such a small, 
round boat." be told the AP. “I 
made it to my planned destina- 
■tion. I'm quite proud of drat.” 
.McNally said his voyage sets re- 
cords for the smallest vessel used 
in an ocean crossing, and the first 
•crossing in a vessel smaller than 
Jits occupant. McNaJly is 6 feel 
;( 1.83 metres) tall. The boat, 
;which resembles an amusement 
■park bumper car with a dear 
Jbubble top and a sail, is five feet. 
Jfour and a half inches (1.64 
^metres) long. 


PEKING (Agencies) — U.S. and 
North Korean embassy officials 
met again in Peking to discuss the 
nuclear crisis on the Korean 
peninsula, the U.S. embassy con-, 
firmed Tuesday. 

The. .embassy released a Slate 
Depqrtriue/it.tbat.said the jcqee ting 
tooK place Monday at North 
Korea's request, but disclosed no 
details of what was said. 

It was the 33rd such meeting 
between the two countries' poli- 
tical counselors since they began 
contacts in early 1989. The meet- 
ings have become more frequent 


since North Korea refused in 
March to let the International 
Atomic Energy Agency inspect 
two alleged military nuclear sites 
and announced it was pulling out 
of the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. — 

The jderision led to internation- 
al concern that North Korea is- 
developing nuclear weapons. 
North Korea denies it but says 
the matter can only be resolved in 
high-level talks between it and 
Washington. 

The State Department state- 
ment said no high-level meeting 


has yet been scheduled. 

Meanwhile New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger said 
Tuesday he would seek Chinese 
help in persuading North Korea 
to come dean about its military 
nuclear potentials 


Mr. Bolger told a- news confer- 
ence in Seoul he would take up 
the question of North Korea's 
withdrawal from the Nu clear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
and its refusal to allow interna- 
tional inspections when he visits 
Peking this week. 


ANC: Whites plot to kill leaders 


JOHANNESBURG (Agendes) 
— The African National Con- 
gress (ANC) said Tuesday white 
rightwingers were plotting to 
assassinate its leaders and derail 


democracy talks aimed a; ending 
white minoritv rule in South 


jClinton outbid in 
puppy auction 


Washington (afp) — socks 

Ihe cat may not be the only White 
Jiouse pet for much longer, 
although he has won at least a 
short reprieve after President Bill 
Clinton was outbid for a puppy in 
a charity auction. Mr. Clinton 
went up to S3.500 as the price of 
the golden retriever pup rose at a 
charity auction at his daughter 
Chelsea's school Saturday, but 
refused to go any higher, and the 

dpg was finally sold for S3, 700. 
White House spokeswoman Dee 
Dee Myers said Monday that this 
might not be the end of the affair 
for the 13-year-old Chelsea. “It's 
possible that Chelsea could be 
ready for a new dog," she said. 
Jhe Gintons had a dog several 
years ago but it died after being 
tiit by a car. 


white minority rule in South 
Afirica. 

It said one of the conspirators 
had confessed to police last week 
he had been involved in a plot to 
kill Communist Party Chairman 
Joe Slovo. who is also a top white 
figure in the ANC. 

The movement accused the 
police of not informing Mr. Slovo 
even though they knew of the 
plot. 

Police earlier said they be- 
lieved there had been a conspira- 
cy to kill Mr. Slovo 's Communist 
Party colleague Chris Hani, who 
was assassinated on April 10. 

“The information reinforces 
our view that these assassinations 
are part of a broader conspiracy 
by forces determined to destabilise 
the negotiation process,” the 
ANC said. 

Polish immigrant Janusz Walus 
and two leading rightwing politi- 
cians, Clive Derbv-Lewis and his 
wife Gaye, will appear in court 
Wednesday accused by police of 
murdering Mr. Hani. 

Johannesburg's Star newspaper 
reported Tuesday it had unco- 
vered a plot to kill Mr. Slovo 
involving three rightwing South 


Africans and a Hungarian immig- 
rant. — 

Mr. Slovo, 67, whose wife was 
killed by a letter bomb in Mozam- 
bique in 1982, said pro-apartheid 
groups were desperate to derail 
democracy talks because nego- 
tiators were on the verge of 
reaching agreements on transi- 
tion to democracy. 

“I am certain there are more 
plotters than meets the eye. 
There is a sense of desperation 
within the rightwing movement. 
This desperation is borne out by 
the fact that the negotiation pro- 
cess is bearing fruits, 1 ' Mr. Slovo 
said. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
called on the government on 
Tuesday to take action against 
the rightwing threat. 

“We must take the threat from 
the rightwing very seriously be- 
cause they are firmly entrenched 
in government structures,” Mr. 
Mandela said on his return from 
Britain, Germany and Switzer- 
land. 

Meanwhile, President F.W. De 
Klerk said Tuesday South Afri- 
ca’s democracy negotiators were 
making progress and a govern- 
ment of national unity could be in 
place by next year. 

“We know that the only way to 
address violence is to move ahead 
rapidly with negotiations," he 
said in an opening address to a 


major tourism exhibition in 
Durban. 


“We are making heartening 
ogress in this retard and look 


progress in this regard and look 
forward to the early establish- 
ment of the transitional executive 


councils winch will help to pre- 
Dare the wav for our first Only 


pare the way for our hist truly 
national elections and the in- 
stallation next year of a govern- 
ment of national unity," be said. 


He said tourism could contri- 
bute to the development of South 
Africa and to improving the lives 
of millions of South Africans. 

It was the second upbeat state- 
ment in two days from the man 
who started to dismantle apar- 
theid three years ago. 

He told a conference in Pre- 
toria Monday South Africa was 
on the verge of a breakthrough in 
its transition to democracy. 


“I believe that our vision of a 
just, stable and prosperous South 
Africa will soon become a reality. 
We are on the brink of a break- 
through,” he said. 

In a separate development, 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said Common- 
wealth nations including Austra- 
lia are set to lift remaining sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

Mr. Evans told the Senate 
Tuesday he was in active con- 
sultation with his Commonwealth 
colleagues on the matter 
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Thai factory fire toll hits 210 


BANGKOK (Agendes) — The 
death toll from the fire that gut- 
ted a Bangkok toy factory rose to 
210 shortly before dark Tuesday 
as workers pulled body after body 
from the smouldering ruins, offi- 
cials said. 

Many women and some chil- 
dren were among the dead, said 
Interior Ministry officials who ex- 
pected the toll to go higher. 

At least 547 people were also 
injured in the inferno, one of the 
worst disasters in recent Thai 
history and the world's second 
worst fire tragedy of the past 25 
years. 

Witnesses told reporters that . 
they had seen trapped workers 
too frightened to jump from up- 
per floor windows screaming and 
waving for help. 

The blaze, which erupted Mon- 
day, razed all four buildings of 
the doll factory on the western 
fringe of the Thai capital, the 
officials said. 

Survivors told the Nation news- 
paper that the factory crumbled 
like “ a house of cards” and that 
most workers who died had no 
chance to escape because there 


was no fire alarm to warn them. 

Chalermphol Pratbiparanich, 
deputy governor of Nakhon 
Pratbom province in which the 
factory was located, confirmed to 
AFP that the fire alarm did not 
work. 

Assistant Police Chief Chaiern 
Rojanapradit told the English- 
language Nation that his initial 
investigation showed the factory 
buildings were “obviously sub- 
standard." 

Authorities were interrogating 
plant officials late Tuesday but no 
arrests had been made. 

The factory was run by Kader 
Industrial, a subsidiary of Hong 


Kong's Kader Holdings. A Kader 
sookesman said in Hone Kong 


spokesman said in Hong Kong 
that an electrical fault was the 


suspected cause. The company 
had sent its condolences to the 


had sent its condolences to the 
families but said the tragedy 
would have “no substantial im- 
pact" on its overall group hold- 
ings. 

The fire ravaged the complex 
Monday afternoon while shifts 
were changing and some 4,000 
employees were in the buildings. 
Rescue workers said most em- 


ployees fled safely but more than 
200 were believed still insided 
when the buildings collapsed, and 
the death toD likely would con- 
tinue to rise. 

Earlier a local television report 
said there were more than 110 
women among the bodies that 
had been recovered. 

Hundreds of rescue, workers 
who had worked frantically 
throughout the night continued to 
daw through the rubble Tuesday. 
They were joined late morning 
Tuesday by soldiers equipped 

with cranes. 

Many of the bodies found were 
on the ground floor of the front 
building near a staircase, indicat- 
ing the victims were trying to flee 
when trapped by the inferno, 
officials said. 

A factory employee said on 
radio Monday night that the fire 
was believed to have started in a 
ground floor storeroom of the 
main building when an electrical 
short circuit ignited nylon fabric 
and other synthetic materials. 
The blaze quickly spread to the 
floors above. 

Qoth cutters were working in 


Yeltsin sacks top conservatives 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin axed his powerful 
security chief and another top 
conservative Tuesday in die first 
sign of a promised campaign to 
purge opponents of fast-tirade re- 
form. 

Ynri Skokov, head of the 
Security Council, and Deputy 
Prime Minister Georgy Khizha 
were sacked after gravitating to 
the conservative camp in its bitter 
power struggle with the Kremlin 
leader. 

Terse presidential decrees 
announced they were being re- 
lieved of their duties and “trans- 
ferred to other jobs", the stan- 
dard euphemism for dismissal. 

The two men were the first 
casualties of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
threatened drive to sweep away 
officials he says are slowing down 
or blocking reform at all levels of 
power. 

Their sacking marked the pres- 
ident's toughest move since win- 
ning an April 25 referendum on 
his presidency and radical policies 
and damning what he sees as a 
fresh popular mandate for re- 
form. 

It also set an example for re- 
gional leaden across the country 
whom Mr. Yeltsin has ordered to 
shake up their local admuustra^. 
.tioosand purge officials res i sta n t 
to change. 

“Those who do not share our 
aims should simply leave so as not 
to interfere with our work,” the 
president said last week. 

The timing of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
move showed his confidence and 
determination to capitalise on the 
referendum, which showed 58.7 
I er cent backing for his rule and 


53 per cent support for his tough 
free-market economic reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin has pledged to use 
tins mandate to push through a 
new constitution overhauling the 
political system and enhancing his 
presidential powers at the ex- 
pense of the conservative legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has presented 
his draft version to leaders of 
Russia's 88 regions and ethnic 
republics, planned to meet re- 
gional representatives later Tues- 
day for more talks. 

But his strategy of bypassing 
Congress has angered conserva- 
tives, who look set to continue 
the power, struggle as fiercely as 
ever despite the referendum. 

The exit of Mr. Skokov and 
Mr. Khizha will be welcomed by 
younger, radical ministers. But 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin struck a protectionist 


exporter of raw materials. He 
implicitly criticised the West, 
saying its credits were offered 
only in exchange for Russian 
mineral wealth to ship abroad. 

A separate Yeltsin order put 
Mr. Chernomyrdin in charge of a 
top-level enquiry into May Day 
dashes between Communist and 
nationalist demonstrators and the 
police. 


A policeman was fatally 
wounded and 600 people injured 
in rioting, the first time since an 
abortive 1991. Soviet coop that 
political tension had boiled over 
into street violence. 


The departure of Mr. Skokov 
id Mr. Khizha had been widely 


and Mr. Khizha had been widely 
expected, particularly after 
weekend remarks by Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s chief of staff describing Mr. 
Skokov as opposed to the presi- 
dent on many issues. 


note by saying Russia should im- 
port less foreign technology and 


The secretive Skokov, who vir- 


eoncentrate cm producing more 
of its own. 

Russian news agency (RIA) 
quoted him as saying donng a 
visit to the Caucasus that Russian 
companies were capable of pro- 
ducing many types of goods and 
eq uipm ent .that were now being 
^ouht abroad. . 

— “ff we daft set up a barrier to 
technology purchases from 
abroad, we will never survive,'* 
he was reported as saying. It was 
not immediately dear if be was 
recommending tariff barriers or 
an outright ban. 

Agencies quoted Mr. Cher- 


more was 


tuaily never appears in public, 
was responsible for the aimed 
forces, the Security Ministry (for- 


mer KGB) and the Interior 
Ministry which runs the police. 


He effectively broke with the 
president in March. When Mr. 
Yeltsin went on television to 


rely bro 
March. 


When Mr. 


nomyrdin as saying Russia was 
not a “beggar” and should resist 


attempts to reduce it to a mere 


announce he was assuming “spe- 
cial powers” to break the political 
impasse, Mr. Skokov attacked 
the move and effectively placed 
himself in opposition. 

Mr. Khizha was one of three 
men brought into government in 
May 1992 m what was widely seen 
as an attempt to balance then 
Acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar’s radical team with more 
moderate figures associated with 
die industrial lobby. 


Violence is not severe enough 


to stop Cambodian elections — Akashi 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 
Yasusbi Akashi, the United Na- 


— the meeting, the elections would 


tions peacekeeping chief in Cam- 
bodia, Tuesday said widespread 
acts of violence were not so se- 
vere as to force postponement of 
elections due in less than two 
weeks. 

“f regret to report that figures 
now available for the month of 
April confirm that there was 
widespread political and related 
violence throughout Cambodia 
last month, Mr. Akashi, head of 
the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia (UNTAQ, told a 
working session of the- all-faction 
Supreme National Council. 

He blamed the militant Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla faction for the 
lion’s share of the violence, which 
has mainly been directed against 
the unarmed civilian population. 

“We have reports of 44 sepa- 
rate attacks by the NADK 
(National Army of Democractic 
Kampuchea) on civilian targets, 
which have resulted in 62 deaths, 
137 injuries and 31 abductions," 
Mr. Akashi said. 

“These elections will clearly 
not take place in the neutral 
political environment, as envis- 
aged," he said. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Akashi told 


go ahead despite the violence. 

He spoke after unprecedented 
violence directed against U.N. 
personnel by the Khmer Rouge, 
who have vowed to use force to 
stop the poll. 

The guerrillas have recently 
launched a spate of commando- 
style hit-and-run attacks against 
U.N. positio n s in northwestern, 
central, southern and eastern 
provinces. 

In one of the worst attacks, a 
300-strong Khmer Rouge force 
rampaged into the centre of the 
town of Siem Reap on May 3, 
causing at least nine deaths and 
21 injuries. 

On the following day, a joint 
U.N. military and police patrol in 
a guerrilla-occupied zone in 
Ampil district was ambushed by 
tiie Khmer Rouge. . 

Meanwhile, the leader of one 
of the three main political parties 
indicated Tuesday that his party 
may withdraw if widespread vio- 
lence continues. 

“How can we participate in the 
election if there is no neutral 
political environment?” Son Sann 
asked the Associated Press. 

Mr. Son Sann, 81. leads the 

1 Bnddhist Liberal Democratic 


Party, one of the country's four 
main political factions. It was 
formed from an anti-Communist 
resistance group that battled the 
Vietnamese-installed Phnom 
Penh government from 1979 until 
a 1991 peace accord. 
a Mr; Son Sann Tuesday issued 
several statements supporting the 
Khmer Rouge’s arguments, one 
of which is that the U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority m Cambodia 
has failed to create a safe political 
environment for elections. 

“Cambodia is in complete in- 
security and is evolving toward a 
new process of warfare," he said. 
“We have no conviction that UN- 
TAC wold be able to miraculous- 
ly restore a neutral political en- 
vironment for free and fair elec- 
tions." 

Mr. Son Sann founded Cambo- 
dia’s National Bank, was premier 
briefly under Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, and left a comfortable 
exile in Paris late in life to lead 
the Khmer Peoples National Li- 
beration Front. 

Two other main parties, those 
of the Phnom Penh government 
and the party led by the son of 
Prince Sihanouk, have said the 
election should go ahead as plan- 
ned. 


Danes vote to revive or bury Maastricht on May 18 


Man shoots his cat 
land accidentally 
Shoots himself 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Police 
spid Monday they believed a man 
found dead in his borne 
Accidentally shot himself after de- 
liberately shooting his cat, the 
Swedish News Agency (IT) re- 

g orted. The accident occurred 
unday in an isolated farm out- 
side Varnamo in southern 
Sweden. The report quoted un- 
identified police as saying the 
^9-year-old man apparently first 
killed his cat with a shotgun and 
inadvertently fired a second shot 
qgainst himself. The man's identi- 
ty was withheld in line with Swed- 


ish custom. 


COPENHAGEN (R) - Danes vote 
on May 18 in a crucial referendum on 
the European Community 
(EC) Maastricht Treaty — and 
polls show voters are more likely 
to revive than bury the union 
pact. 

But the surveys show a big 
“yes" lead has tended to narrow 
in recent months ahead of the 
vote on the treaty on political, 
economic and monetary union 
and a deal granting Denmark 
exemptions from key goals. 

Danes voted a shock “no" to 
Maastricht last June. 

Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen, predicting a clear 
“yes" to set the ECback on track 
after a year of turmoil, says the 
vote is Denmark's most impor- 
tant foreign policy choice since it 
agreed to join NATO after World 
War n. 

“Quite clearly, a ‘yes' will se- 


cure the stability we need in 
Europe,” Mr. Rasmussen told 
Reuters, saying Danish ratifica- 
tion would help promote econo- 

• _ .1 aL. CO 


mic growth throughout the EC 
and allow more efforts to curb 


high unemployment. 

Anti-Maastricht campaigners 
all over Europe say the vote is the 
last chance for ordinary citizens 
to kill off a plan they say was 
dreamt up by a misguided elite of 
EC bureaucrats and politicians. 

Maastricht needs the signatures 
of all 12 states to come into force. 
Britain has said it will not ratify 
Maastricht if Danes again vote 
“no" on May 18. All other EC 
states except Germany have rati- 
fied. 

“After the iron curtain came 
down, the last thing we need is to 
create an armed superpower in 
Europe with common boundaries 
towards Eastern Europe,” said 


Jens-Peter Bonde, a leader of the 
anti-Maastricht June Movement 
formed after last year’s “no". 

A Gallup poll Tuesday in the 
daily Berlingske Tidende showed 
48 per cent of Danes would vote 
“yes”, 33 per cent "no” and that 
the other 19 per cent were unde- 
cided or would not vote. 


of finked currencies. 

After the “no” last June, by a 
50.7-49.3 per cent margin, De- 
nmark won exemptions from 
Maastricht aims at an EC summit 
in December — including a com- 
mon currency, joint defence poli- 
cies, supranational police con- 
trols and joint citizenship. 


million people would lose their 
sovereignty and democratic con- 


trol in a union do minated fay big 
EC states like Germany and 


The lead broke a slide in sup- 
port in recent days — a 46-33 per 
cent split Sunday sent shivers 
through financial markets. Jittery 
markets have yet to be convinced 


Danes have been bombarded 
with radio, newspaper and televi- 
sion campaigning. But many 
analysts say voters seem tired of 
hearing about Maastricht. 


Foreign Minister Niels Hefveg 
Petersen rejected the charges: 
“Voting ’yes’ does not endanger 
our national identity or our wish 
to be Danes...it is a phenomenon 
of our daily lives that we are 
international." 


Mr. Rasmussen says he wiD not 
resign if Danes vote “no". In 
Denmark, seven of eight parties 
in parliament support the deal, 
along with 45 of 46 national 
dailies — opponents say the polls 
prove politicians are out of touch. 


Even though a Danish “no 
would formally kffl Maastrirhi 


of a “yes". 


Overall, the “yes” lead has 
shrunk from an overwhelming 54 
to 25 per cent margin in 
February. 

Most economists say a “no" 
oould lead to quick devaluation of 
the Danish crown, cut economic 
growth, force interest rates up 
and undermine the EGs system 


Posters going up in recent days 


fry to woo die doubters — rang- 
ing from a racture of a peaceful 


ing from a picture of a peaceful 
landscape and the slogan “yes, 
for Denmark’s sake” by the rul- 
ing Social Democrats to the June 
Movement's: “Give democracy a' 
band: Vote ‘no’." 

Mr. Bonde said that, by accept- 
ing Maastricht, Denmark’s 5.1 


But the Danish “no” last June 
halted the EC’s dreams that 
Maastricht could quickly crown a 
shift from the rivalries which trig- 
gered two world wars tins cen- 
tury. 

Before the shock “no", the 
ECs drive towards union had 
contrasted sharply with the frac- 
turing of the Soviet Bloc and the 
Woody waning in former Yugos- 
lavia. 


would formally kin Maastricht,. 
Mr. Rasmussen and the “yes” 
side say other EC states might 
then quickly concoct a new union 
treaty, . tearing Denmark 
But be played down fears De- 
nmark would be forced out of the 


Opponents say a “no” would 
force the EC to dream up a more 


flexible model for Europe, taking 
account not only of tile needs of 
members but also of rich appli- 
cants — Sweden, Finland, Nor- 
way^ and A ustria — and of future 
applicants from East Europe, 


the area where the fire started, 
which was at the from of the 
four-building complex, em- 
ployees said. It began shortly 
after 4 p.m. Monday (0900 GMT) 
and took about six hours to bring 
under control. 

News reports said Bangkok*^ 
horrendous traffic delayed fire 
units in reaching the fire and also 
slowed the evacuation of victims. 

Thick Mack smoke billowed 
high into the sky as orange flames 
engulfed the buildings. Dozens of 
fire engines poured water on the 
inferno well into the night before 
bringing ir under control. 

Witnesses said many of the 
injured were hurt when they 
jumped out of upper floors of the 
main four-storey building. 

“I and others who were fortun- 
ate enough to have escaped 
watched the building from the 
outside and saw section after c 
section fall dowji," Thawee i 
Saenmdang, 37, told reporters. 

“I saw some workers jump 
from the second, third and fourth 
floors, while those vpio were too 
afraid to jump weip screaming 
and waving for helps," she said. 


‘Large U.S. 
majority 
supports 
humanitarian 


intervention ’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Size- 
able majorities of Americans sup- 
port U.S. military intervention 
for humanitarian aims but prefer P 
diplomacy for coping with up- 
heavals, an opinion survey indi- 
cated. 

Adults questioned by the 
bipar tisa n Americans Talk Issues 
Foundation also want other coun- 
tries and the United Nations to 
shoulder more global responsibi- 
lities. They favour a slow 
approach toward deeper U.S. 
military cuts. 

In tiie nationwide telephone 
poll conducted in late March and 
early April, 39 per cent approved 
of what the United Nations and 
United States had done for Bos- 
nia. But 45 per cent said more 
was needed and 8 per cent said 
outside intervention had gone too 
far. 

. On coping with upheavals, “di- 
plomatic initiatives to negotiate 
peace” were regarded as “very 
preferable,” by 67 per cent of 
those questioned. 

“Use enough military interven- 
tion to deliver food and other 
supplies” was also very prefer- 
able, for 62 per cent, but “use of 
military intervention with oveT-v 
whelming force to defeat the? 
primary aggressors” was highly 
preferred by only 19 per cent. 

Other alternatives for handling 
wars, with percentages of those 
highly preferring them: Prohibit 
arms sales to warring parties, 64 
per cent; military intervention 
with enough force to arrest lead- 
ers of warring factions and try 
them before a world criminal 
court, 45 per cent; trade embar- 
goes, 44; airline service cutpfis, 
28; monetary embargo, 26 and 
international telephone cutoff, 

13. 

On Somalia, 57 per cent 
approved U.S. and U.N. per- 
formance in stopping interference 
with relief. Thirty per cent said 
more should have been done, 10 
per cent favoured less. 

On Iraq, 36 per cent approved 
U.S. and U.N. performance, 50 
per cent said there was not 
enough intervention and 10 per 
cent too much. An overwhelming 
87 per oent answered “yes" to a 


question that named Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and asked 


dent Saddam Hussein and asked 
if the United Nations should have 
authority to arrest individuals 
who commit international crimes. 

The poll indicated that Amer- 
icans consider “the U.N. a critical 
contact for action abroad," Stan- 
ley Greenberg, pollster to Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, told 
reporters at a news conference 
releasing the poll. His firm, 
Greenberg Research, was a lead- 
ing participant in (he survey. 
David Hansen, research director 
of market strategies and pollster 
for the 1991 Bush-Quayle cam- 
paign, also participated. 

The survey questioned 1,020 
people for as long as 35 minutes 
each, offering a choice of re- 
sponses much longer than the 
typical, me dia or interest-group 
poll, said ATIF President Alan F. 
Kay, The margin for error was 
plus or minus 3.1 per cent. 

To one question, 65 per cent 
agreed that “things in the world 
are pretty seriously off on the 

wrong track” and only 28 per cent 

said “moving in the right direc- 
tion.” This compared with 46 per 
cent “right" and 43 per cent * 
“wrong,” registered in a Novem- 
ber, 1991, poll as the cold war 
ended. 

Fifty-six per cent said they 
agreed more with the statement 
that the United States “should 
not rash major cuts in defence 
spending just because the cold 4 
war is over.” The alternative was a 
statement that the cold war’s end 
offered a “unique opportunity" 
to cot nnhtaij spending and re- 
build the U;S- economy. 
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Sampras after 
Grand Slam win 


ROME (AP) — Now that he has 
ctimbed to No. 1, Pete Sampras 
sees more to life than his ranking. 
Like winning a Grand Slam. 

He’s won one, the U.S. Open, 
but is now aiming at the French 
Open and, after that, Wimb- 
ledon. 

“I was close to winning a cou- 
ple last year and was dis- 
appointed for having missed 
those chances,” Sampras said 
Monday after winning his first- 
round match in the Italian Open. 

“You can be No. 1, but it is 
better to win Grand Slam events. 
1 would like to win at least one 
this year." 

Sampras' rival at the top of the 
rankings, defending Italian Open 
champion and No. 2 seed Jim 
Courier, went into action Tues- 
day against Horacio de La Pena 
of Argentina, a qualifier. 

No. 3 Boris Becker, a three- 
time Wimbledon champion, 
faced Andrei Cherkasov of 
Russia. 

Entering his first European 
tournament on clay since the 
French Open nearly a year ago, 
Sampras defeated Italy's Renzo 
Furlan 6-1. 7-6 (7-3) in his open 
uig match. 

He pronounced himself gener- 
ally satisfied with his game, espe- 
cially for having staved off a third 
set on a hot sunny day at the Foro 
Italic©. 

The American saved a match 
point when Furlan returned a 
deep service into the net. 

“With the crowd heating up, I 
didn’t want to let the set get 


away,” Sampras said. 

“I played okay today, but not 
great, 1 ’ Sampras said. 

Looking ahead to the French 
Open, the only Grand Slam event 
played on day, he added, “the 
more matches I can win here, the 
better chances HI have.” 

No. 4 seed Goran Ivanisevic, 
another player more at home on 
faster surfaces, also advanced, 
defeating Jaime Oncins of Brazil 

6- 3, 6-7 (5-7) 6-3. 

But Jan Siemerink of the 
Netherlands ousted No. 12 seed 
Malivai Washington of the Un- 
ited States in straight sets, 6-4, 

7- 6 (7-5). 

The American was the first 
seeded player eliminated in the 
51,750,000 tournament. 

Ivanisevic, a left-handed Croa- 
tian who has been slowed by 
injuries, called it his best match 
of the season. 

*Tm very happy the way I 
played.” said the Wimbledon 
finalist. 'Tm not 100 per cent but 
I'm much better.” 

Ivanisevic, too, is looking for 
playing time to get in shape for 
the Grand Slams. 

“It’s good for me to play,* even 
if I lose. The most important 
thing for me is to be in good 
shape for the French Open and 
Wimbledon.” 

Meanwhile, the ATP Tour 
announced it is conducting anti- 
doping tests during the Italian 
Open, the first time since im- 
plementing stricter penalties in 
March. 

The penalties include suspen- 
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Pete Sampras 

sion and public disclosure for use 
of stimulants, narcotics such as 
cocaine, steroids and other subst- 
ances. All players will be tested. 


Parma poised to launch 
Italian grand slam 


LONDON (AFP) — European 
football history is sure to be made 
at Wembley Wednesday when 
Italian side Parma meet Bel- 
gium’s Royal Antwerp in the final 
of the Cup Winners' Cup. 

Neither dub have won a Euro- 
pean trophy before. Indeed, be- 
fore this season Parma had only 
ever played one European tie. 

Nevertheless, it is the rising 
Serie A side who are expected to 
break their European duck 
Wednesday night and win only 


to beat Marseille in the Cham- 
pions Cup and if Parma were 
capable of ending their unbeaten 
run, they should be too good for 
Antwerp. 

Italian soccer briefs 
ir Van Basten back to bis best 

Milan: Marco Van Basten, the 
AC Milan forward widely consi- 


Turin dub's coach Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni would like him to stay, 
despite the slump in form that has 
cost him bis international place. 

Vialli came to see and told me 
of his intention to return to 
Genoa, but neither I nor the dub 
have thought for a second of 
letting him go,” Trappatoni de- 
dared. 

■fr Skubravy signs new deal 
GENOA: Czech striker Tomas 


Holyfieid 
wants to 

regain title 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — For- 
mer heavyweight champion 
Evander Holyfieid, who played 
around with the idea of retiring 
after losing to Riddick Bowe, said 
Monday he is ready to take the 
needed steps to regain die title. 

The first of those steps is a June 
26 date* against Alex Stewart at 
Atlantic Gty, N.J. 

“I realize I want to be cham- 
pion,” Holyfieid said during a 
stop in New Orleans to promote 
the 12-round bout. “I feel good 
and Tm in good shape and I have 
what it takes to be champion.” 

Holyfieid lost bis title in a 
decision to Bowe on Nov. 13 and 
spent some time deciding what 
went wrong. Part of it was his 
own attitude, Holyfieid said. 

“In my mind, to win the cham- 
pionship, you have to knock him 
out,” Holyfieid said. “I sat there 
and tried to knock him out in- 
stead of boxing.” 

Holyfieid defeated Stewart' in 
1989, but he said he’s not count- 
ing on anything. 

“People mature,” Holyfieid 
said. “You can't take him lightly. 
Til have to fight better than I did 
in ‘89 to beat him." 

Bowe is training for a defence 
of the IBF and WBA titles 
against Jesse Ferguson May 22 at 
Washington. Bowe was stripped 
of the WBC title for not signing 
to defend against Lennox Lewis, 
who defended that crown with a 
one-sided decision against Tony 
Tucker Saturday night. 

Afterwards, Lewis said he 
wanted to fight Holyfieid. That’s 
fine with Holyfieid. 

‘Tm willing to fight whoever’s 
there,” Holyfieid said.“I came 
back to fight and not be on the 
shelf.” 

Holyfieid did not see the 
Lewis-Tucker fight because he 
was attending a mend's wedding. 
But Holyfieid said be suspects 
Lewis is a better boxer than he 
has been given credit for. 

“I don’t tbink anyone can be- 
come heavyweight champion 
without being a great fighter,” 
Holyfieid said. “Maybe be hasn’t 
had the chance to show just bow 
good a fighter he is.” 

Holyfieid said he became 


Table tennis looks at no-glue option I Ondruska 


GOTHENBURG (AFP) — The International 
Table Tennis Federation Monday discussed the 
possibility of its biggest rule change for more than 
30 yea rs — the banning hi all glue. 

The ITTF, alarmed at Reports emphasising the 
risks of cancer, brain damage and even death from 
prolonged explosure to glues used on table tennis 
bats, imposed a sudden ban on all toxic adhesives 
in December. 

But administering the ban has caused confusion 
and controversy in the past five months because of 
the problems in distinguishing safe from dangerous 
adhesives, and the difficulty of detecting offenders. 

Hence the ITTF may now be poised to simplify 
matters by banning all glues — originally used only 
to attach rubbers to the blades of bats, but which 
are now known to increase the speed of the ball off 
the bat by up to 20 per cent. 

A proposal to this effect will be put before the 
biannual general meeting on May 19th. The mood 
of today's general council meeting was said to be in 
favour of such a ban. 

If so, it could change both tactically a game 
whose balance of power has in recent years swung 
towards European men using a fast topspinning 
style. 

ITTF President Ichiro Ogimura of Japan is said 
to be in favour of a switch to self-adhesive rubbers 
or double-sided tape, but the President of foe 
European Table Union Hans Gab was argued that 
the? banning of all glues is unnecessary. 

If Ogjmura’s point of view continues to win the 


day, as today’s informed observers said it had, it 
mil herald the biggest change in table tennis since 
the “sandwich bat” rule passed in 1959 in Dort- 
mund. 

That standardised the make-up of all bats to a 
fixed-size sandwich of wood, sponge and rubber, 
thus eliminating the bizarre results created by thick 
sponge surfaces. 

Today’s ITTF council meeting also eliminated 
the fear that leading players might unfairly lose 
their chances of a world title over the next two 
weeks by accidentally testing positive with a new 
detector device. 

A machine, containing crystals sensitive to toxic 
and aromatic substances, is to be used for the first 
time Tuesda y to he lp detect the use of unsafe glues 
not on the ll'l F's ap p roved list. 

This caused some players and managers to 
express fears that glue m the plywood of the blade 
or other substances on die rubber might test 
positive and cause inadvertent disqualification. 

Now the punishment for testing positive has 
been modified to cause withdrawal of the bat and 
not disqualification of the competitor. 

Play in the World Championships starts Tuesday 
with die men’s and women's team events in which 
England will unilaterally impose a total ban on all 
glue for its players, thus consigning them to a 
disadvantage in the interest of health safety. 

A record entry from 87 countries includes team 
from Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia-Hcreegovina. 


New man joins Ferrari cauldron 


MARANELLO. Italy (AFP) — 
Ferrari, the legendary racing out- 
fit which has lost the winning 
touch, has drafted in Frenchman 
Jean Todt to boost its organisa- 
tional team. 

Todt, manager of Peugot's suc- 
cessful sports car and rally teams, 
is the latest in a long line of 
motorsport supremos dragged in 
to rescue the ailing Italian For- 
mula One side. 

The Frenchman will have the 
title of technical director and is 
expected to join Ferrari July 1 
after the Le Mans 24 hour rally. 

His responsibilities include 
“the Ferrari Formula One team 
at the Maranello factory, car re- 
search and development, and 
motor research and develop- 
ment.” 

Whatever the details, it is cer- 
tain that Todt faces the toughest 
task in motor racing. Ferrari is 
still a big name on the Grand Prix 
circuit, but the company's famous 
prancing horse Elbkm has recent- 
ly come to resemble a dinosaur. 

The team have not won a race 
since Spain, 1990, last topped the 
constr uctor s ■ championship in 
1983, and have not won the driv- 


ers championship since South 
African Jody Scbecter triumphed 
in 1979. 

At this stage of a Misereable 
1993 season, just a place on the 
podium would be considered a 
triumph. 

Lade of money hardly explains 
the team's dedine. Ferrari is the 
independent racing division of 
the Italian car giant Fiat, who 
now run the road car manufactur- 
ing separately. 

The payroll already indudes 
some of the best talent money can 
buy, giving rise to accusations 
that Ferrari’s Maranello factory 
in northern Italy is a kitchen with 
too many cooks. 

Its list of stars is beaded by 
Luca di Montezemolo, who be- 
came head of operations at Fer- 
rari after masterminding foot- 
ball’s 1990 World Cup finals in 
Italy. 

The engineering side is led by 
Englishman John Barnard, wide- 
ly regarded as the world's leading 
expert on Formula One design. 
Barnard was responsible for the 
all-conquering McLaren car of 
the 1980s, and was granted the 
unusual privilege of being 


allowed to work from his home in 
Guilford, England. 

Jean I.AJesi of France and 
Gerhard' Berger of Austria are 
more than capable driven, but 
both are inhibited by the team’s 
technical inferiority. Ferrari have 
not won a pole position since 
Portugal 1990, and their best 
results this season are two sixth 
places. 

Alesi and Berger have both 
been offered new contracts within 
the last week, but the suspicion 
remains that Di Montezemelo, 
who tried to hire Senna for the 
1993 season, would still prefer a 
big name driver. 

Recent unsuccessful stints by 
Alain Pros t and Nigel Mansell, 
both world champion drivers, 
would suggest that the drivers are 
not the problem. Senna turned 
them down because he did not 
consider the car competitive 
enough. 

Alesi insists that better times 
are around the corner, churning 
that “the Ferrari team is stiff 
capable of producing a miracle." 

Could Todt be the miracle 
worker they are looking for? 


puts 

medical 

■ 

ambitions 

i ■ 

on hold 

HAMBURG (AFP) — He 
wanted to foe a doctor but Marcos 
Ondruska had to put those plans 
on bold. 

The 20 year old from Pretoria, 
now transplanted from South 
Africa to Germany after his fami- 
ly moved to Munich two yekrs 
ago, is keeping busy on the tennis 
courts these days. 

Havmerisen 40 places this year 
to reach 27 in the world, Ondrus- 
ka has enlisted the help of former 
top ten player Miioslav Mccirin a 
bid to add a good clay court gatiie 
to his expertise on hard courts. 

His (firection may be dearly up 
the tennis ladder now, but at Ip 
be didn't really know where lie 
would be heading. 

“I did well at school and there 
were a lot of channels open .to 
me, but Fm playing well and my 
tennis career is doing well and .1 
think this is what I’ll be doing for 
a while.” 

Moving from South Africa was 
difficult for him, and be misses 
the place he still calls home...* 
‘Tm hardly ever there lately. 
This year I’ve been down twee ih 
the last month, which is more 
(ban I went the whole of last year-. 
I went for the Davis Cup for-a 
week and I went down for. a 
tournament for a week.” *,.- 
The link-up with Mectr came 
through his father. IBs parents 
are, like Mecir, Czech and the 
arrangement is for them to work 
together until the U.S. Open Si 
September. 

Ondruska’s adaptation has 
worked so well that in Hamburg 
he took Ivan Lendl to 6-4 in the 
3rd set before conceding the bat- 
tle, demonstrating the consisten- 
cy be was seeking in rallies. The 
ball often crossed the net fifty or 
sixty times. 

Playing Lendl was special, to 
Ondruska who admits he was- a 
childhood idol. 

“He’s a hard worker and I like 
the way be can dedicate himself 
and commit himself,” Ondruska 
explained. 
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Croat-Muslim battle 
continues; Belgrade calls 
meeting on peace plan 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Fighting flared again between 
Muslim and Croat forces in the 
southern Bosnian town of^Mos- 
tar Tuesday, despite a ceasefire 
and appeals from leaders of the 
two communities to 9top it. 

A U.N. spokesman said hand- 
to-hand fighting and artillery bat- 
tles which began Sunday and . 
continued on Monday had abated 
overnight. But on Tuesday morn- 
ing sporadic small arms and mor- 
tar fire could be observed in the 
city. 

Croatian radio accused Muslim 
soldiers of bombarding the main 
Bosnian Croat Forces (HVO) 
headquarters in Mostar with mor- 
tars, saying one soldier had been 
injured. 

“This is the Muslim replv to the 
ceasefire. It seems the Mnsfimsi 
want war,” the radio quoted an 
HVO officer in the headquarters 
as saying. 

. The commander of the Bosnian 
Muslim army, Sefer Halilovic, 
and the chief of the HVO. Mili- 
voj Pet ko vie, were meeting in the 
town of Kiseljak. near Sarajevo, 
to work out how to implement 
the ceasefire so far ignored by 
their forces. 

Recent fighting between 
Croats and Muslims, former allies 
in the civil war against rebel 
Serbs, appeared to mark a new 
attempt to stake out turf in cen- 
tral Bosnia ahead of possible 
implementation of an interna- 
tional peace plan for the republic. 

The United Nations Security 


Council in New York condemned 
the Croats for anacking the Mus- 
lims in central and southern Bos- 
nia and demanded that the offen- 
sive stop at once. 

Yugoslav, Serbian and Mon- 
tenegrin leaders meanwhile cal- 
led on Bosnian Serbs to attend a 
joint parliamentary session to de- 
cide whether to accept the inter- 
national peace plan for Bosnia, 
Tanjug news agency said. 

The meeting should be held in 
Belgrade Friday instead of a re- 
ferendum on the peace plan 
scheduled . for next weekend, the 
Belgrade based agency said. 

The call followed talks in Bel- 
grade attended by Federal 
Yugoslav President Bobrica 
Cosic. Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, Montenegrin 
President Momir Bulat ovic and 
Goran Hadzic. president of the 
Serb Krajinar region of Croatia. 

Mr. Milosevic, in an interview 
with Tanjug. said: “The decision 
on the peace plan concerns 
Yugoslavia, Serbia' and Mon- 
tenegro, Krajina and the Bosnian 
Serb republic.'* 

This meant a decision on the 
peace plan worked out by 
mediators Cyrus Vance and Lord 
Owen should not be taken by the 
Bosnian Serbs alone, he said. 

Mr. Milosevic has been press- 
ing the Bosnian Serbs to accept 
the Vance-Owen plan, but the 
Bosnian Serb parliament rejected 
it last week and said it should be 
decided by a referendum on May 
IS and 16. 



Passers-by look Tuesday at pictures of people killed in grenade attack 
of Zeoica (AFP photo) 


last week In central Bosnian town 


Washington said Monday it 
was putting off any decision on 
further action because European 
allies had asked it to wait until 
after the referendum this 
weekend. 

The Bosnian Serb assembly re- 
jected the peace plan last week 
but agreed to call a vote among 
its peopie. The United States has 
dismissed the move as a cynical 
ploy, designed to win the Serbs 
more time. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
warned Tuesday that continued 
fighting in Bosnia could spill over 
into nearby countries and 
threaten the stability of democra- 
cy in Europe. 

Mr. Clinton also complained 
that the arms embargo on Bosnia 
has given Bosnian Serbs an unfair 
advantage in the civil war. 

“We want to try and confine 
that conflict so it doesn't spread 


into other places, like Albania 
and Greece and Turkey, which 
could have the impact of under- 
mining the peace in Europe and 
the growth and stability of demo- 
cracy there.” Mr. Clinton said at 
a meeting with students at a 
Chicago suburban school. 

“I think the United Nations, 
the world community, can do 
more.” said Mr. Clinton, who has 
been trying to win allied support 
for possible military air strikes 
against Bosnian Serb positions 
unless they fully accept the U.N.- 
brokered peace accord. 

He also defended the possible 
lifting of the arms embargo on 
Bosnia, something several Euro- 
pean leaders have opposed for 
fear it would only worsen the 
violence. 

Mr. Clinton complained that 
the U.N. embargo, which was 


ignored by the Serb-dominated 
Yugoslav government, has had 
the wrong effect. 

“The practical impact of the 
arms embargo that the United 
Nations imposed was to give the 
entire weaponary of the Yugoslav 
army to the Serbian Bosnians and 
deprive any kind of equal 
weaponry to the people fighting 
against them,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“So the global community has, 
not on purpose, but inadvertantly 
has had a huge impact on the 
outcome of that war in ways that 
have been very bad.” he said. 

Earlier, as the ceasefire be- 
tween Serb and government 
forces continued to hold in the 
rest of Bosnia, Bosnian Serb 
television gave wide coverage to 
politicians and people in the 
street who favour a no vote in the 
referendum. 


Leftists 

■ 

i • 

(Continued from page 1) 

■’ gamations of these parties into 
‘ otic, is not seen in the near 
'. future, he said. 

• ' The JDPUP, the JDPP and 
JSDP. Mr. Khawaja said, pre- 
fef to enter the election in “the 
broadest democratic alliance 
possible” based on the streng- 
thening and institutionalisation 
of democracy, rejecting the 
normalisation of relations with 
Israel and ending the Arab 


economic boycott of the Jewish 
state, solving Jordan's debt 
problem and reducing unem- 
ployment and fighting “Amer- 
ican domination” of the re- 
gion. 

“We (the leftist parties) find 
ourselves forced to enter the 
parliamentary elections in 
coalitions.” he said. If there is 
no coordination among the lef- 
tist parties, he added, their 
chances of securing a victory 
will be slim. 

Preparations for the par- 
liamentary elections, he said, 
are ongoing at the Jordan Arab 


Iraq opens border crossing 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Swiss notes” was within the 
country, and the invalidation 
move took out of circulation 
more than 25 billion dinars — 
officially worth over $80 billion 
but less than $500 million in 
pre-invalidation rates in the 
black market. The move effec- 
tively pulled the rug from 
under the feet of the hoarders 
In the Gulf. 

Hit badly in the bargain 
were also Jordanian specula- 
tors and traders who held at 
least 500 million Iraqi dinars in 
“Swiss" notes with hopes of 
high profits as and when the 
sanctions against Iraq were 
lifted or relaxed. Some of the 
money was taken out by trad- 
ers with permission from the 
liraqi government in payment 
for goods and services. 

' Many of them are still bank- 
ing on hopes that the Jorda- 
nian government would be 
somehow successful in its 
efforts to secure Iraq com- 
pensation far Jordanians’ los- 
ses. Initial contacts by the au- 
thorities were described as 
“not encouraging," but 
sources said the effort was con- 
tinuing. 

■■ Tankers carrying Iraqi oil 
were among the first vehicles 
to be allowed out of Iraq after 
the closure was lifted Tuesday 
midnight. 

Double-parked empty tank- 
ers clogged the main Amman- 
Baghdad highway near border 
post awaiting their turn to go in 
along with trucks which had 
been stranded there since 


Wednesday. 

“Jordan and Iraq have 
reached an agreement that the 
volume of the daily supply will 
be increased to make up for 
the shortfall caused in Jordan's 
strategic reserves,” said Minis- 
ter of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Ali Abul Ragheb. 

According to experts on Jor- 
dan’s oil situation, .the dent 
was insignificant in the King- 
dom’s reserves of fuel oil and 
oil byproducts,! and crude oil 
reserves and liquid gas were 
two areas where the reserves 
had actually been pushed down 
by the halt in flow. 

The Iraqi oil supply to Jor- 
dan — of about 50,000 barrels 
of crude oil and 25,000 barrels 
of fuel oil every day — is 
exempt from the international 
sanctions and trade embargo 
imposed on Iraq following its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Jordanian security forces 
were Wednesday carrying out 
stringest inspection of all In- 
coming and outgoing vehicles 
at six checkpoints within 100 
kilometres of Rweished. 

At least one truck carrying 
400 semi- used tyres into Iraq 
was intercepted at the border 
point, with the driver being 
told to collect his contraband 
consignment from the Amman 
customs house after paying a 
fine — not less than JD 2 per 
tyre — for the aborted smug- 
gling attempt. 

Hundreds of trucks laden 
with foodstuff and relief sup- 
plies, including shipments 
arranged by international orga- 
nisations, had been waiting at 


National Democratic Alliance, 
which includes leftist and pan- 
Arab parties as well as inde- 
pendent figures. July will be 
the deadline for all decisions to 
be made regarding the elec- 
tions, according to Mr. Khawa- 
ja. 

In the meantime, leftist par- 
ties are calling for a radical 
change of the current election 
law, demanding a block-voting 
system based on proportional 
representation in Parliament. 
They argue that this will be a 
more just and democratic law. 


the border since early Wednes- 
day. And each of them faced 
■strict inspection at both sides, 
travellers said. 

Only a few Iraqis crossed 
into Jordan Tuesday, and offi- 
cials and businessmen arriving 
from -Baghdad said a high 
travel tax imposed by the gov- 
ernment was preventing many 
Iraqis from leaving. 

Officially valued at nearly 
$50,000, the travel tax equals 
around $300 in the black mar- 
ket. 

“Only traders and the rich 
can afford the 15 ,000-1 raqi -di- 
nar travel tax per head,” said 
an Iraqi businessman who was 
among rhe first to cross. He 
said the levy had “effectively 
curbed the number of Iraqi 
women who regularly visit Jor- 
dan to sell their belongings and 
some of the cheap stuff avail- 
able in Iraq.” 

The businessman said the 
government had cancelled all 
mandatory exit visas issued to 
Iraqis prior ro the imposition 
of the travel tax two weeks 
ago. 

“Those who wish to travel 
have to have new permission 
which is granted upon payment 
of the tax,” he said. 

The businessman and others 
who arrived Tuesday said the 
dollar had fallen by almost 
one-third in the Iraqi market 
after the invalidation of the 
“Swiss” notes. 

“I did not see any significant 
number of Iraqis crowding Ira- 
qi banks as reported in the 
papers,” said Nadeem Dajani. 
a Jordanian businessman, “it 
seemed that very little of the 
cancelled currency was in Iraq, 
and the government had timed 
the invalidation perfectly.” 


W ashing ton peace talks continue 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

■ . 

— An end to the closure of the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip; 
.r-.Interhational aid for Palesti- 
nian institutions including a con- 
tribution from the United States, 
Israel's biggest backer. 

Muwaffaq Ai Allaf, the cheif 
Syrian negotiator, said mean- 
while the Syrian-Israeli negotia- 
tions had entered the stage of 
discussing security issues. 

.■It marked a significant turn in 
the Israeli-Syrian track since the 
Syrians had been resisting Israeli 
calls- for discussions on security 
issues saying such matters could 
be tackled only after Israeli with- 
drawal from rite occupied terri- 
tories. 

“Nearly all of yesterday’s 
meetings dealt with security 
issues,” Mr. Allaf told reporters. 

“There is a possibility of agree- 
ment on security issues if Israel 
accepts the principles for .... 
security issues and security 
guarantees.” he said. These prin- 


ciples, he added, are: No security 
measure should affect the rights, 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity of another party and 
should not come “at the expense 
of another." 

“Any security agreement 
should be on equal footing be- 
tween the two parties,” he said. 

“There is agreement on this,” 
he said. But it is only part of the 
issues on the table, he added 
referring to Israeli withdrawal 
and other related matters. 

While Syria has insisted it 
would not accept a separate 
peace with Israel in the absence 
of an overall Arab-Israeli settle- 
ment, the statements appeared to 
indicate a new flexibility in the 
Syrian position. 

The Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
in the ninth round have bogged 
down over the issue of the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel since 
1967. 

Syria has offered what it calls 
. total peace in exchange for foil 
Israeli withdrawal from the 


heights, but Israel has pressed for 
a fuller explanation of the defini- 
tion of peace proposed by 
Damascus. » 

Israeli negotiators said they 
were encouraged by comments 
from Syria that indicate a flexibil- 
ity in their approach to the talks. 

Statements by Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad over the 
weekend and earlier statements 
by Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sharaa “and what we hear here, 
bring us to the conclusion that we 
are quite dose on this one,'* 
Itamar Rabinovich, the chief 
negotiator to the Syrian talks 
said. 

Mr. Rabinovich said the two 
sides were close to agreement on 
general prindples, but not on an 
overall peace agreement, which is 
snagged on the question of the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. Assad was quoted Monday 
in the London-based Arab news- 
paper Al Wassat saying that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in general 
had to be addressed, but that 
separate bilateral could proceed 
at different speeds. 


Iraq: 250,000 died 
because of sanctions 


NICOSIA (AP) — A member of 
Iraq's ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council said Tuesday that 
250,(XK) Iraqis have died as a 
result of economic sanctions 
against the country, including 
100.000 children. 

The Iraqi News Agency (1NA) 
reported that Vice-President Taha 
Mohieddin Marouf presented the 
figures at the National Confer- 
ence for the Iraqi Child in Bagh- 
dad. 

The agency said Mr. . Marouf 
"added that the blockade is still 
threatening the lives of hundreds 
cf thousands of children, women 
and elderly people, through the 
execution of the worst annihila- 
tion campaign in contemporary 
history” and said the embargo 
violated all international conven- 
tions. , 

Iraq has a population of 18 
million. 

In a later dispatch, INA quoted 
health minister Omid Mcdhat 
Mubarak as telling the confer- 
ence that one million Iraqi chil- 
dren under five years are suffer- 
ing different kinds of diseases 
bora use of malnutrition. 

In New York, U.N. Sanctions 
Committee chairman Clarence 
Christopher O'Brien said he was 
not aware of Baghdad's fatality 
figures. He said the Iraqi gov- 
ernment never had presented 
them to his committtee. 

“And if they did, wc would 
look at it rather critically because 
the exemptions in the system are 
intended precisely to avoid that 
scenario” of widescale suffering 
and death, Mr. O'Brien asserted. 

Mr. Marouf said the sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq's August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, deprive Iraqi 
children of essential food and 
medicine. Although those items 
are exempt from the sanctions, 
Iraq cannot afford enough of 
them because its primary com- 


modity. oil. is banned from the 
world market. 

Mr. Marouf is the only Kurd on 
President Saddam Hussein's com- 
mand council. He “called upon 
international organisations con- 
cerned with the welfare of chil- 
dren to demand the immediate 
lifting of the blockade and releas- 
ing the frozen Iraqi assets so as to 
enable Iraq to get the necessary 
food, medicines and other human 
needs,” the news agency said in a 
dispatch monitored in Nicosia. 

Mr. O'Brien said that although 
Iraqi assets have been frozen, the 
comittee still had approved a 
“very high” amount of food, 
medical and humanitarian- 
related import: srici. month. 

Iraq ha' . released 

high figL. -lumber of 

people it _ died as a 

result of the sanctions. 

The Sanctions Committee is 
due to meet L’ ' Vy to renew 
the sanctions for - ler 60-day 

period. 

Some of Iraq's previous repons 
have been supported by indepen- 
dent sources. 

A Harvard school of public 
health study, published in the 
New England Journal of Medi- 
cine in September 1992, said that 
in the first seven months of 1991 
about 47,000 more children died 
than would have been expected 
before thp Gulf war. 

Researchers said the deaths 
resulted largely from an outbreak 
of diarrheoa caused by disabled 
water and sewer systems. 

The water and sewer systems 
have been repaired since the end 
of the warm 1991, but the Iraqis 
say the problem now is that small 
children, and the elderly, are not 
getting proper nutrition to help 
them fight off diseases, and there 
are shortages of medicines 
needed to treat them. 


Storm clouds gather over 
Italy’s ex-communist PDS 


ROME (R) — Italy’s former 
communists were in danger of 
being sucked into the country’s 
huge corruption scandal Tuesday 
when one of the old party's top 
officials was arrested in a bribery 
probe of the state railways. 

Judida! sources said Renato' 
Pollini, former administrative 
secretary of the old Communist 
Party, now renamed as the PDS, 
was detained in Florence on 
charges of suspected illegal 
financing of political parties. 

The PDS (Democratic Party of 
the Left) has strongly denied 
receiving funds from groups 
pitching for contracts, from the 
Ferro vie dello STATO (FS) rail- 
way network. 

“These reports are just a de- 
famatory press campaign,” said a 
PDS spokesman Tuesday. 

The new blow to the PDS 
coincides with a walkout by a 
30-strong leftist faction in protest 
at the dedsion by part leader 
Achille Occhetto to back the new 
government of Prime Minister 
Carlo Azegjio Ciampi. 

Rome magistrates are investi- 
gating whether the PDS received 
illegal money while ft had an 
appointee on the board of the 
railway company up until 1988. 


Their counterparts in Milan 
also want to know whether it was 
among -parties suspected from 
contracts awarded for Italy's 
high-speed rail network. 

Last week police arrested a 
Bergamo businessman. Pietro 
Tognoli, on charges of having 
paid a $1 million bribe to the 
railway company over several 

months in 1991 and 1992 to win a 
$165 million contract to supply 
track sleepers and stabilisers. 

Mr. Tognoli is suspected of 
having a link between 15 
businessmen, co-operative group 
leaders and government officials 
for whom arrest warrants were 
issued on Monday. 

Italy's largest opposition party, 
the PDS portrays itself as a 
beacon of virtue as a 15-month 
corruption scandal mauls its 
Socialist and Christian Democrat 
(DC) rivals. 

Secretary .Occhetto is the only 
main party leader tc have sur- 
vived the scandal so for. 

But he too is under increasing 
attack, both . from Massimo 
D'Alema, leader of the party^s 
political deputies who wants his 
job and from left-wingers who 
believe the 57-year-old Occhetto 
is betraying his roots. 


Gunmen linked to Bombay blast kingpin shot dead- 


EffiS 

identified the slain gangsters as Dinesh Pujan in 

said they died in a Monday night ?*** ninmen 

Bombay’s upscale Juhu residential district. The lice 

refosed to srop it a security checkpointMd fired < ™ J [he 

when challenged, the news agency Mld ’. the pair 

post returned fire, killing the two on J he JP*; .Si 5 ?' C ££ 
were wanted for an unspecified number of m ~ 

India’s financial hub, and elsewhere. Ii^»d Pujan 

Hindus, were hired niaste minding the 

ganglored accused by the Bombay pane* u . cnmlkd the 
March 12 chain of explosions. Police say 
explosives to his men, and after the attack help® Q ^ 

suspects escape to Dubai from Bombay. More »han 70 peopje- 
fodudfog a top film actor have been arrested so far in connection 

with the bombings, India's worst terrorist strike. 

U.S. envoy Lord starts China talks 


ai issues, tne u.o. emua»y miu. ™ v;. 

Mr. Lord, assistant secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific 

affairs, would raise serious concerns the United States has about 
China in the areas of human rights, non-proliferation and trade. 
Many political analysts see the Lord visit, scheduled toend on 
Wednesday, as a key to the new Sino-U.S. relationship. They say 
the former U.S. ambassador to Beijing is the man most responsible 
for forming President Bill Clinton's views on China. Mr. Clinton 
must decide by June 3 how to handle the issue of Beijing smost 
favoured nation trade status, worth billions of dollars to China s 
economy. 

Russia coup trial delayed until May 18 

MOSCOW (AP) — Resumption of the trial of 12 communists 
hard-liners accused of mounting the August 1991 coup has been 
delayed again to May 18, because one defendant remains hospital- 
ised, an official said Tuesday. Alexander Tizyakov, who fell ill on 
the first day of the trial April 14, was still unable to attend the 
reopening scheduled for Wednesday so the trial was put off. said 
court spokesman Viktor Pavlenok, according to the Itar-TASS 
news agency. The second delay came nearly a week after the 
supreme court rejected a request by prosecutors to jail three of the 
alleged ringleaders because of their political activities during 
protests by communist supporters on May Day. The court had said 
that former Soviet Parliament Speaker Anatoly Lukyanov, ex- 
Soviet Vice President Gennady Yanayev and former KGB chief 
Vladimir Kryuchkov did not do anything that could interfere with 
the case. 

Defence cuts will cost a million U.S. jobs 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. defence cuts will mean the loss of 
a million civilian jobs between now and 1997, most of them in 
manufacturing, according to an official study published Monday. 
Planned defence cuts will take spending down from $292 billion in 
1987 to $192 billion in 1997, and armed forces personnel will be 
reduced from $2. 12 million to 1 .4 million. The Labour Department 
study sard that this would mean the Joss of 286,000 jobs in service 
industries, 139,000 in retailing, 62,000 in transport and 594,000 in 
manufacturing. Of the manufacturing jobs lost, 57,000 would be in 
aeronautics, 35,000 in shipyards and 37,000 in missile making. The 
forecast for the manufacturing sector is particularly worrying given 
that it is already at its nearest since June 1965, employing 18 million 
people in April this year after losing 65,000 jobs in that month 
alone. 

Germany’s SPD to elect leader after summer break 

BONN (R) — Germany’s opposition Social Democrats (SPD) will 
delay choosing its new leader until parliament returns from its 
summer recess, the party's caretaker leader Johannes Rau said. 
The SPD, the main opposition party in Bonn, was left leaderless 
last week after its Chairman Bjoem Engbolm resigned over a 
six-year old scandal. Mr. Rau said that the party would choose a 
new chairman at its annual congress, which was originally planned 
for November but will be brought forward by six to eight weeks. 
He was speaking after a seven-hour meeting of SPD officials. 

Kidnapped boy freed in Philippines 

ZAMBOANGA (AP) — A group that had kidnapped a Spanish 
priest handed over its last remaining hostage, a five-year-old boy, 
to military authorities Tuesday, the military announced. The 
kidnappers requested a ceasefire with troops who had been 
pursuing them and, 90 minutes after it began, they freed Anthony 
Biel, who had been seized more than three months ago, said armed 
forces spokesman Benjamin Enrile. The boy was in good health, he 
added. The spokesman said the military then agreed to a 90-minute 
extension of the ceasefire before resuming its offensive against the 
Muslim fundamentalist group on Basilan island, about 680 
kilometres south of Manila. “The operation will continue until the 
end,” he said. “The order of the chief of staff is to finish the 
operation. We have to run after these kidnappers.” Estimates of 
the number in the kidnap group range from 60 to 200. About 28 
have been reported killed since the operation against them began 

last week. 

■ 

80 injured in S. Korean protests 

SEOUL (AP) — About 80 people have been injured in clashes 
between militant students and riot police in Kwangju, a southern 
city preparing to mark the 13th anniversary of a bloody anti- 
government uprising, police said Tuesday. The clashes late 
Monday were triggered by the largest and most violent anti- 
government protests since President Kim Young-Sam took office in 
February. Students hurling rocks and wielding steel and wooden 
sticks fought about 1 ,500 riot police who fired tear gas canisters, 
police said. Dozens of students and police were injured, they said! 
Three hours later, about 2,000 students assembled near central 
Kwangju, about 240 kilometres south of Seoul, to confront a 
roughly equal number of riot police, officers said. 

Iran to deploy 1 00,000-strong force for election 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is to deploy a 100,000-strong force to 
maintain security during next month's presedential election 
Brigadier-General Reza Seifolahi said Tuesday. “Organising the 
sixth presidential election burdens the disciplinary forces with a 
heavy responsibility,” the commander told Abrar newspaper. 
“Therefore, a force of 100,000 will be mobilised.” Five candidates* 
including the incumbent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafcanjani, are 
reported to have been approved to run for the June U election 
The Council of Guardians, an election watchdog, will announce the 
final list by Thursday. 

Austria dismisses report of Swedish spy 

VENN A (R) — Austria Tuesday dismissed a Stockholm television 
report that Stig Bergling, Sweden's most notorious spy, was living 
in Vienna. “There is no proof that bergling is in Austria or 
Vienna," an Interior Ministry spokesman said. “This is unfounded 
speculation.” Mr. Bergling, a former security police officer jailed 
for life in 1979 for spying on behalf of the then Soviet Union, fled 
with his wife while On an unsupervised visit to her flat in 
Stockholm, and apparently headed for Moscow. Sweden's TV-4 
television, quoting reliable sources, reported Tuesday that Mr 
Bergling had fled to the then Soviet Union in 1987, and had moved 
to Vienna in 1991 where he was now living with his wife. The 
masterspy, said by the prosecution to have passed on defence and 
security information to Moscow, has undergone a operation 
to disguise his identity, the report added. “The Austrian security 

police have no mri/tanr* ia cunnnrt thic aI^mh ** ■ « . " 



More than half 
of Spanish 
15-year-olds smoke 

SEVILLE. Spam (R) --More 
than half of Spanish chridren 
smoke by the age of 15. more 
than in any other European Com- 
m unity country, the Spanish 
Lung and Chest Surgery Society 
said. It said about 14 per ccitt of 
l t-year-olds were regular or spor- 
adic smokers. rising to 38 per cent 
for 13-year-olds and 5S per cear 
by the age of! 5. The society said 
there hud been a sharp rise in the 
number of women and children 
smokers in the past few years. 
Smoking kills between 303KM) and 
40,000 people a year in Spam. 
Health Ministry figures show. 

Third of Chinese 
adults smoke 

PEKING (R) — Almost 300 mil- 
lion Chinese are regular smokers 
— about 35 per cent of the adult 
population — with the deadly 
habit most popular among people 
in their 20s, according to a survey 
by the State Statistics Bureau. 
“Statistics show thar among the 
smokers in China, people aged 
between 21 and 30 account for 
the largest proportion, with 19.32 
per cent. Most of them began to 
smoke before the age of 20" the 
official Xinhua News Agency said 
Tuesday. The survey, conducted 
among 180,000 people across 
China, showed that the smoking 
rate was highest in the central 
province of Henan, where 41.5 
per cent of adults smoke. 

U.S. to market 
1st female condom 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Wis- 
consin Pharmacal Co. said Mon- 
day it has received approval from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration to market this country's 
first female condom. Hie FDA 
said two weeks ago that it was 
ready to license the company's 
Reality Condom because it 
affords women some protection 
against sexually transmitted dis- 
eases including AIDS, as well as 
against pregnancy. Thu female 
condom in tests had a 26 per cent 
failure rate in preventing pre- 
gnancy, and the FDA still stresses 
that male latex condoms are a 
better safeguard against both pre- 
gnancy and disease. But the new 
condom affords women a chance 
to protect themselves when their 
partner refuses to use a male 
condom. The female condom is 
a sheath worn by the woman. The 
company plans to sell reality 
nationwide by the end of the year 
for $2.50. 

Angry mob digs up 
corpse and burns It 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — An 
angry mob of blacks dug up the 
body of an alleged gangster hours 
after he was buried, then dragged 
the corpse through the streets and 
set it alight. Clement “Yster” 
Jonase, who was shot dead on 
May 1, was believed to be the' 
leader of the “Toaster Gang,” 
which waged - “reign of terror" 
in the Tern. — *i black township 
east of Johannesburg, according 
to the Sowetan newspaper. 
Jonase also was a supporter of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, a Zulu 
political movement, and a num- 
ber of Inkatha members attended 
his funeral Sunday evening. After 
the ceremony, the Inkatha sup- 
porters rampaged through Tem- 
bisa, looting houses and leaving 
one person dead, police said. 
Incensed residents then went to 
the grave site and exhumed 
Jonase s corpse, dragged it, five 
kilometres through the streets, 
then burned his body at a taxi 
depot. When police learned of 
incident* they found Jonase’s 
charred remains and a handwrit- 
ten poster that read, “this is the 
burned out body of Yster.” 

Archaeologists find 
4,200-year-old 

writing 

PEKING (AP) - Chinese 

inscriptions on a 4,200-year-oId 

sysIem ,s 1.000 
years older than previously be* 

team 1 'of" 0f k daI rep0rl A 
team of archaeologists was ex- 
cavating the remains of a 4.200- 
yaar-oU city in Dinggong vS 

Province, whcnit 
found the broken pottery vessel, 
the Xmhua News Agency re! 

ieaSfn 2 * bonom are at 
JJfst 11 engraved characters that 
do not resemble any c£n« 



was found at a 4,200-' 
Jftc. it could mean ti 
fttmese created writing 
1,000 years earlier th 

J»“8uwen script," said'shi 

mg, a researcher at Peki 

script j 

to be the earliest form of 
^ttng, was scratched o 

ortortOKc shells, and dati 

** 16th 

centuries. B.C. 
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